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From the Pastor’s Desk... 

 

“We	know	that	all	things	work	together	for	good	for	those	who	love	

God,	who	are	called	according	to	his	purpose.”	

-Romans	8:28	

So we are in some interesting and 

weird times. A shelter-at-home 

order from a governor is unpre-

cented in our lifetime. Every gen-

eration does have their challeng-

es and dif�iculties. This is for 

sure. This seems kind of dire and 

scary.  

 

When Paul wrote the letter to the 

church in Rome, he was writing 

to a community of believers that 

was living in fear. They were 

afraid of persecution from Ro-

man authorities. They were also 

living in a time of con�lict—they  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ware a church in con�lict with 

one another. So when Paul was 

writing to them, he was telling 

them that all things, both good 

and bad, will work in concert for 

good. 

 

Recently a St. Stephen Member, 

Bart Johnson, tapped the maple 

trees out in front of the church. If 

you really think about tapping 

maple trees, it is a lot of things 

working in concert with each oth-

er to access sugar water and end 

up turning it into maple syrup. 

Weather. Temperature. Nature. 

Timing. Work. Heat.  

 

It’s not a simple process. But in 

the end, you get maple syrup. You 

get something valuable. You get 

something good. There’s hope. 

 

I think it’s not unlike our inter-

esting time with Coronavirus. 

Our time is complicated. Lots of 

things work in concert with each 

other. 

 

The most encouraging thing 

amidst all of this, is the hope that 

we have. It’s what comes at the 

end. In the end, if we are to be-

lieve the Apostle Paul, will be 

good.  Yes, there will be challeng-

es, pain, and even deaths. Per-

Bart & Berit Johnson tapping a maple tree. 

haps people we know and love. 

But in the end, we will be okay. 

Things will be new. That is the 

message of the cross. That’s the 

good news. 

 

So when you are sheltered at 

home, remember your worth. Re-

member the love that God has for 

us all, and that in concert, all 

things will work together for 

good. Remember the hope that is 

at the end of the process. 

 

In Christ+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Lyle Snyder 



 



 

Staff 

• Rev. Lyle Snyder, Pastor 

• Seth Boerboom, Parish Associate 

• Lauren Winn, Financial Assistant 

• Judy DeCramer, Organist 

• Gunvar Dombek, Organist 

• Mary Hauschild, Organist 

• Seth Boerboom, Pianist 

• Judy Hoeft, Pianist 

• Melinda Grohs, Preschool Director 

• Lisa Rosenboom, Assistant Teacher 

• Melissa Doose,  Assistant Teacher 
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Congregation Council 

• Daren Kesteloot, President (term ends Jan. 2021) 

• Jasmine Steffen, Vice President (term ends Jan. 2021) 

• Josh Allerson, Treasurer (term ends Jan. 2022) 

• Paula Petersen-Giles, Secretary (term ends Jan. 2021) 

• Jennifer Marty (term ends Jan. 2022) 

• Bill Cowden (term ends Jan. 2022) 

• Abby Dubs (term ends Jan. 2021) 

• Carlton Johnson (term ends Jan. 2022) 

• Erin Kuehl (term ends Jan. 2022) 

Update on Christ-United Presbyterian Merger 

• At this time, most merger discussion and work has ceased at congregational and judicatory levels, 
due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

• After the pandemic concerns have been alleviated, the St. Stephen Council will be awaiting a re-
sponse from the Christ-United Session to the Minnesota Valley Presbytery. The response will address 
a few concerns from the Presbytery. The Presbytery is their equivalent to our synod.3 

• After these concerns, our council and their session will likely meet to begin initial planning, further 
direction, and constitutional matters. 

“For a Time Such As This…” Online Giving 

During the Coronavirus Pandemic, as a community of faith, we will be taking a very large hit to our in-
come. Our income is dependent upon people showing up in the pews on a Sunday - which is a dif�icult 
venture when we don’t have Sundays, and we may not for a while.  
 
Because of this, we ask the following... 
1) If you do not yet have online or recurring giving either through an online bill pay service or ACH pay-

ments made directly to St. Stephen, we encourage you to begin. See the instructions below or the 
form on the other side of this page to begin online giving! 

2) If you already have recurring giving either through an online bill pay service or ACH payments di-
rectly to St. Stephen, we encourage you to increase  your regular giving. 

 
So how do you begin online giving? You 
can do so by a few ways… 
 
1) You can go to the St. Stephen 

Webpage, click “Online Giving” and 
create a pro�ile. 

2) Complete the form on the other side  
of this page send to us with a voided 
check, either through the mail or 
scanned through email at stste-
phenmarshall.org 

 
 

Thanks for your support! 

Click Here to Begin Online Giving 



Mail this completed form along with a voided check to: St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

        1301 S 4th St. 

        Marshall, MN 56258 

 

Or, you can also email it to ststephen@ststephenmarshall.org 



March Happenings…. 
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Jared Bot & Angie Evans 

were married Feb. 29th 

Lucy Marie Nath was bap-

tized on March 15th 



Melinda	Grohs,		

Preschool	Director	
Lisa Rosenboom, Assistant Teacher 
Melissa Doose, Assistant Teacher 
Telephone: 507-537-1516 
Email: preschool@ststephen.marshall.org 

Hy-Vee Gift Cards 

The Preschool Board is contin-
uing to sell gift cards for Hy-
Vee. 5% of the purchase price 
of each gift card will be donat-
ed back to our Preschool at no 
additional cost to you! These 
cards can be used at the gro-
cery store as well as the gas 
station. Gift cards may be pur-
chased on Sundays after wor-
ship or in the church of�ice dur-
ing the week. 
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This	week	we	talked	about	community	helpers!	We	had	a	special	
guest,	Sheriff	Wallen	visited	our	classroom	to	teach	us	about	what	
police	of&icers	do	and	how	they	keep	us	safe		
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Church Office Hours  

Are by Appointment Only 

 

"Thus	you	see	that	in	all	ages	

the	lot	of	the	church	is	the	

same:	it	is	the	prey	of	the		

ungodly,	and	yet	the	Lord	

preserves	it	in	a	marvelous	

manner,	even	against	the	

gates	of	hell.”	

	

  —Martin Luther  
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