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Recorded by Grace Mattel
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May 28 Halftime Panther 110 ft 6 spots
June 17 Sea Hawk TBD 80-130 ft 4 spots
June 25 Gypsy Blood Stolt Dagali 130 ft Full

July 2 Halftime TBD 6 spots
July 15 Sea Hawk TBD 80-130 ft 4 spots
@ August 26 Sea Hawk TBD 80-130 ft 4 spots
September 3 Halftime TBD 6 spots

Contact Mary Davis at 516 987-8308 to reserve a spot.

All payments due in advance. Payment must be made to secure spot.

All spots are final. If you can’t make it you can replace yourself with a qualified diver.
We will try to help with a replacement if needed from a wait list.
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There is more info about the scholarship and the program it is for here
and below.

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/hoboken/articles/hoboken-based-
seasmart-diversity-scholarship-now-open

While any student or adult is welcome to participate in our summer programs, each
year SeaSmart provides one of 12 participant spots for our student week to a scholar - a
minority female high school student to address the underrepresentation of these
demographics in marine science and SCUBA. This summer's scholarship opportunity for
SeaSmart's ocean conservation, marine science and SCUBA program is in Roatan, a bay
island off Honduras. The application is now open- until March when we select the
recipient. Below is the info we share with potential applicants. It's an incredible
opportunity for students to work alongside scientists and conservationists on local marine
conservation issues. They can also get SCUBA certified during the week. | personally
attend the week along with other SeaSmart program leaders.

SeaSmart is very committed to our scholars. We have helped our past alum scholars
connect with mentors, with other great organizations, and have provided assistance with
scholarship and college applications. For example, we helped last summer's scholar, who
is especially focused on marine science for her future pursuits, to obtain a full fellowship
for a month-long program to Mozambique this summer!

SeaSmart, a NJ NonProfit 501c3 | 201.960.2363 | seasmartocean.orqg | @seasmartocean
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URGENT ALERT—NEW LAW THREATENS DIVE OPERATORS & THEIR EMPLOYEES
Please Call Your US Senators & Members of Congress Today

In December, DEMA asked the dive community to reach out to Congress in an urgent attempt to
repeal a brand-new liability requirement imposed on small vessel operators, which is already
causing the cost of passenger vessel liability insurance to substantially increase, and threatening
to put many operators throughout the industry out of business.

The liability requirement was included in the recently passed National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA). Lawmakers had been led to believe that Section 11503 of the NDAA was simply a “fix
for the families who lost loved ones” in the tragic Conception Dive Boat fire of 2019. But the new
law goes far beyond one tragedy - it lines the pockets of trial lawyers and does nothing to make
sure dive boats are operating safely. Already, the cost of passenger vessel liability insurance has
started increasing substantially, threatening the business of many dive operators.

There is still hope for a repeal. A brand-new Congress has been seated. We need your help to
educate them about the ramifications of this new law and persuade them to repeal it. If we come
together as an industry, we CAN minimize business losses and prevent layoffs.
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Why Does It Matter?

The liability requirement will have a cost impact on YOUR business. Either directly (because
you operate a small passenger vessel for diving) or indirectly (because you contract with a dive
vessel for travel or instruction)—YOUR BUSINESS COSTS WILL INCREASE.

Dive vessel operators: Dive vessel operators around the country started reporting exponential
increases in their premiums in December 2022 as insurers cited this new law.

Businesses that contract with dive vessel operators: With unfathomable increases in insurance
premiums, dive vessel operators will have no choice but to increase their rates with YOU.

What Can You Do?

We ask that you reach out to your two US Senators and US House Representative and educate
them about the true impact of the law on both your business and the industry as a whole. Below is
a sample script to help guide you in your conversation with lawmakers. DEMA has also attached
background information to help you better understand what is happening and why.

Please Contact your US House Representative and Senators by calling the Capitol Switchboard
at (202) 224-3121

The outline below provides the simple steps to follow:

1. Call the US Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121, give the operator your state or zip code, and
ask them to connect you. They can help you identify your Senators & US Representative.

2. If you are able to connect with someone on the phone, suggested talking points are below. If
needed, you may also leave a voicemail.

Hello, my name is from (city / state). May | speak to the staffer who
handles Coast Guard issues?

I’'m calling today because buried in the 2023 National Defense Authorization Act that passed in
December is a new liability requirement that is devastating MY small business (or the small
business | patron). Section 11503 was touted as a “fix for the families who lost loved ones” in the
tragic Conception Dive Boat fire of 2019. But the provision goes far beyond this one tragedy.

Section 11503 IMPACTS ALL SMALL VESSEL operators. It DOES NOTHING to improve safety
standards. It just requires an increase liability insurance in case of a lawsuit AFTER an accident.

Note: If you have a personal story about the costs you are facing, please share it — e.g., we know of a dive
boat operator facing $160K insurance increase for a $2.2M operation.

This is just a payday for the plaintiffs’ lawyers at the expense of small business operations and
their employees. | am asking you and your boss to Please REPEAL Section 11503 of the 2023
NDAA IMMEDIATELY.

At a time when there are increased costs because of inflation — we need Congress to repeal this ill-
conceived requirement. Without a repeal, such businesses may not be able to operate — or be
forced to lay off employees, which makes no one safer!

3. You can also click here and enter your zip code if you would like to email your US
Representative. US Senators are listed here by state.

Additional information and background on the new law can be found here. > E' !

DEMA, the Diving Equipment & Marketing Association, is an international, non-profit trade
association with the mission of bringing businesses together to grow the diving industry =
worldwide. DEMA owns and produces DEMA Show, an annual trade-only event for
businesses in the scuba diving, action watersports, and adventure/dive travel industries.
Funds raised through membership revenue, DEMA Show, and sponsorships support
programs that directly benefit the recreational diving industry. DEMA Show 2023 will take
place November 14-17 at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, LA. For more information
on DEMA and affiliated programs, visit DEMA.org or contact (858) 616-6408. Stay updated by following
“DEMAOrg” on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram, and YouTube.
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Be featured in a future newsletter and help our dive community to become
more familiar. Send the following information about yourself to
info@thediveclub.com
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2023 THE DIVE CLUB - PO Box 96, West Islip, NY 11795

APPLICATION DATA SHEET

Name: Age: Date of Birth:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Telephone:

Email:

Emergency Contact: Name: Telephone: Relationship:

Level of Certification: Certifying Agency: Date of Certification:

Student [ Yes [] No Years Diving: Approx. Number of Dives made: Deepest Dive to date:

Have you ever made a planned decompression dive? [ Yes [ No

What are your diving interests? [] Wreck Diving [ Beach Diving [JU/W Photography [ Deep Diving
(Check all that apply) [1 Spear Fishing [1 Night Diving [ Artifact Collecting [ Travel/Vacation
(1 Environmental Issues

Are you First Aid/CPR certified? [J Yes [ No

Are you interested in furthering your present level of certification? [ Yes [ No

What are you looking for in a dive club?

Would you be interested in participating in club committees? [1Yes [ No

When are you available for club dives/activities? (Check all that apply): [J days [ nights [0 weekends

Are you a member of Divers Alert Network (D.A.N.)? [(dYes [ No

Are you a member of any other dive clubs? [ Yes [ No If so, which ones?

Membership Type: Please check [ New [1 Renewal

(] Single Membership: $25.00. Full club membership
[0 Family Membership: $35.00. Full Club membership for the person signing up, plus Partner and all children
18 years old and under.

Disclaimer:

| understand that if accepted for membership in The Dive Club, | will be bound by the by-laws of The Dive Club
and will be required to sign a waiver of liability and pay the applicable admission fee.

Signature of applicant: Date:

Signature/Title of Club officer: Date:




2023

THE DIVE CLUB - PO Box 96, West Islip, NY 11795

LIABILITY RELEASE AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK

THIS IS A RELEASE OF YOUR RIGHTS TO SUE
This release may be used against you in a court of law if you sue any released person or party.

Please read carefully, fill in all blanks and initial each paragraph before signing. Incomplete forms will not be accepted.

1,

, hereby affirm that | have been advised and thoroughly informed through my

open water training of the inherent risks of skin and scuba diving.

Further, | understand that diving with compressed air involves certain inherent risks; decompression sickness, embolism, or
other hyperbaric injuries can occur that require treatment in a recompression chamber. | further understand that any trips
of any kind (diving or non-diving), whether sponsored or not, by The Dive Club may be conducted at a site that is remote,
either by time or distance or both, from such a recompression chamber. | still choose to proceed with such diving activities
in spite of the absence of a recompression chamber in proximity to the dive site(s).

| understand and agree that neither The Dive Club or any of their respective board members, officers, agents or assigns
(hereinafter referred to as “Released Parties”), may be held liable or responsible in any way for any injury, death, or other
damages to me or my family, heirs, or assigns that may occur as a result of my participation in any Dive Club activity, or as a
result of negligence of any party, including the Released Parties, whether passive or active.

In Consideration of being allowed to become a member of The Dive Club | hereby personally assume all risks in connection
with diving or non-diving activity from any harm, injury or damage that may befall on me, including all risks connected
therewith, whether foreseen or unforeseen.

| further save and hold harmless said Dive Club and Released Parties from any claim or lawsuit by me, my family, estate,
heirs, or assigns, arising out of my enrollment and participation in Club events including both claims arising during said
event or after said event.

| Further understand that skin diving and scuba diving are physically strenuous activities and that | will be exerting myself
during any diving activity, and that if | am injured as a result of a heart attack, panic, hyperventilation, etc., that | expressly
assume the risk of said injuries and that | will not hold the above listed individuals or companies responsible for the same.
| further state that | am of lawful age and legally competent to sign this liability release, or that | have acquired the written
consent of my parent or guardian.

| acknowledge scuba dividing is an activity that is done with a buddy. | will not make a solo dive during a Dive Club event
unless | am certified to do so by an accredited training agency and an | am equipped to make this dive safely.

| understand that the terms herein are contractual and are not a mere recital, and that | have signed this document of my
own free act.

IT IS THE INTENTION OF BY THIS INSTRUMENT TO EXEMPT AND RELEASE THE DIVE CLUB,
AND ALL RELATED ENTITIES AS DEFINED ABOVE, FROM ALL LIABILITY OR RESPONSIBILITY WHATSOEVER FOR
PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR WRONGFUL DEATH HOWEVER CAUSED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED
TO, THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASED PARTIES, WHETHER PASSIVE OR ACTIVE.

I HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS LIABILITY RELEASE AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK
BY READING IT BEFORE | SIGNED IT ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MY HEIRS.

Signature of Applicant Date

Signature of Parent or Guardian Date
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