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#10: Occultism, Postcoloniality, and Modernism

Instructed by Dr. Gauri Viswanathan at Columbia University
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Here in New York City, it's common to find groups of students huddled together in chic coffee shops,
reading tarot cards. Walk down any street in East Village and you might be lured in to the home of a
self-proclaimed fortune teller who — for just $10—— will make vague claims about your future. Shops (&'
which sell enchantments can be found in various pockets of the city. And online, Instagram accounts
that share astrology memes are followed by hundreds of thousands of social media users.

These practices find their basis in the traditions of the Occult— but the contemporary understanding of
them is a far cry from the understandings held in the 1600s, when women (and men) were persecuted
and hanged for (allegedly) practicing witchcraft. So, what’s changed?

In Occultism, Postcoloniality, and Modernism celebrated Columbia University professor Dr. Gauri
Viswanathan explores antiquated and modern occult devices from a historical and literary perspective.

Occultism, Postcoloniality, and Modernism

School: Columbia University (2"
Course: Occultism, Postcoloniality, and Modernism

Instructor: Dr. Gauri Viswanathan (&'

Link to post: https:/medium.com/campuswire/10-occultism-postcoloniality-and-modernism-
8948191d3e86 £

Link to full article: https:/medium.com/campuswire/17-of-the-most-innovative-courses-of-the-2019-
2020-academic-year-974933154e97 (£

News
September 27, 2024

Professor Branka Arsi¢ Receives Ralph Waldo Emerson Society’s 2024 Distinguished
Achievement Award

September 11, 2024
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Professor Shana Redmond Contributes Liner Notes for the Screenplay of Jordan
Peele's "Us"

September 11, 2024
Professor Hannah Weaver Launches New Podcast, "Proust Curious"

September 09, 2024
Professor Shana Redmond Interviewed on NPR for the Release of "Paul Robeson:
Voice of Freedom" (Sony Classical)

September 09, 2024
Professor Brent Hayes Edwards Receives 2024 American Book Award

https://english.columbia.edu/news/occultism-postcoloniality-and-modernism-named-one- 1 7-most-innovative-courses-20192020-academic 3/3


https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-shana-redmond-contributes-liner-notes-screenplay-jordan-peeles-us
https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-shana-redmond-contributes-liner-notes-screenplay-jordan-peeles-us
https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-hannah-weaver-launches-new-podcast-proust-curious
https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-shana-redmond-interviewed-npr-release-paul-robeson-voice-freedom-sony-classical
https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-shana-redmond-interviewed-npr-release-paul-robeson-voice-freedom-sony-classical
https://english.columbia.edu/news/professor-brent-hayes-edwards-receives-2024-american-book-award

