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WTC asks civic candidates “to
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pledge” on six policy issues
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Women Transforming Cities has release it s Our City Hall Campaign Report that asks mayoralty
and council candidates to pledge on six policy issues.

Expanded access to non-market housing, food
sccurity and public washrooms arc among the
“policy asks™ in thc Women Transforming Citics
{(WTC) reeently released Our City Hall
Campaign Report: Engagement Summary and
Policy Asks.

Threc additional requests include
improvements to transportation, community
spaccs and gender safety.

The report forms the basis of the Our City
Hall Pledge. where the WTC asks mayoralty and
council candidates to commit to the policies if
clected. Their responscs arc made public before
the clection,

The information is the result of the seven
months of WTC community cngagement that
included 2.420 conversations at 22 community
cvents, 643 survey responscs. 532 participants at
30 community workshops and the involvement
of 86 partner organizations.

As part of this clection’s Qur City Hall
Pledge, candidates arc also being asked if they
“acknowledge that part of committing to these
policy asks includes cnsuring cach policy arca
you commit to rcecives sufficient funding in
operating and capital budgets, including modest
incrcases to the annual property tax ratc if
needed?”

Once cleeted. the document is used to hold
mayor and council accountable to their Pledge
commitments and track their progress.

In the ran up to the 2022 civic clection, WTC
had cight policy asks. Five of those requests,
that all candidatcs cndorsed at that time. arc
carricd over in this year’s campaign, such as

housing access and public washrooms, signalling
that WTC fecels not cnough progress has been
madec. Though their mid-term report card
indicated they felt some progress in two other of
their requests, to “Fully fund climate emergency
responscs” and “Proteeting Tenants from
Hcatwaves™, these initiatives arc not being
requested again at this time.

Their request for an IWG2S+ People’s Healing
Lodgec is currently “an active, ongoing civic
policy and advocacy initiative™ but is still not a
rcality.

Women Transforming Citics is a registered
charity that works with cquity-descrving gendcrs.
including women, girls, trans, genderqueer, non-
binary, Two-Spirit, LGBTQIA++ and allics
alongsidc partner organizations as part of a
movement supporting local advocacy. They arc
“committed to continuing to lecarn and cvolve our
understanding, language. and actions around
gender inclusion.”

Founded in 2011 by former Vancouver City
Councillor Ellen Woodsworth, WTC aims arc “to
radically shift social, cconomic, and political
power to cquity-descerving groups to reshape who
citics arc built by and for so that communitics’
nceds arc met, and cveryonc can belong
participate, and thrive.”

For morc information about WTC go to
https://www.womentransformingceitics.org

To read the Our City Hall Campaign Report:
Engagement Summary and Policy Asks visit
womentransformingeitics.org/ourcityhall
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But will it work?
I the run up o the civic election on Oct. 17, the Revue questions policy

statements of some political parties. Some respond.
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Park board to address fewer street trees
in Southeast Vancouver

The average tree canopy coverage in the city is 25%, except in Southeast
Vancouver including Sunsel that has just 14% coverage.

Do Neighbour%bd!Faerook Groups
help prevent crime?
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The Neighbourhood Facebook crime prevention siudy is secking more
survey respondents. Here is the fink to the survey:
htps :/iwvwwsurveymonkey.ca/r/GHRMDCQ
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Read about the results of this 4 year, $600,000 initiative as the South
Vancouver Neighbourhood House campaigns (o have the project refunded.

GET THE DETAILS ON THESE AND OTHER STORIES ON
THE REVUE’S BREAKING NEWS BLOG AT

revuecommunitynews.com



