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October 2, 2020 
 
 
ALABAMA STATE CONFERENCE NAACP: 
 
It is my pleasure to extend greetings and gratitude to you as you hold your 68th 
Annual Convention, “No Vote! No Justice!”  It is my sincerest hope that this 
message finds you in good health and well-being. For 3 years, I have had the 
highest honor of serving as president and CEO of this extraordinary 
organization, and over the past few months, I have never been more proud of 
the work this Association and members like you have done to push this country 
forward. 
 
This has been the year of reckoning for our nation, and the Black community has shown undeniable power 
and resilience in the face of glaring adversity. In the midst of battling twin pandemics – the worldwide 
outbreak of the deadly coronavirus and the resurgence of Jim Crow era persecution of innocent Black people 
– our community has withstood attack after attack on the dignity of the Black life. To the thousands of our 
members, supporters, and followers that joined us in boldly proclaiming: We Are Done Dying; thank you. 
Your voice did not go unnoticed. Truly, we have made real change. 
 
From our Juneteenth Virtual Black Family Reunion to the 2020 Virtual March on Washington, and our first 
ever Virtual National Convention, we have proven to the world that although we may be physically distancing, 
our movement cannot be silenced. We have the power to shake the world, if only we demand it. And this 
November, we must use that power to vote in the most consequential election of our time. All roads must lead 
to the ballot box, because there is entirely too much at stake if they don’t. We must continue the journey we 
started in November 2018, when we elected the most diverse Congress in history, and catapulted the 
conversation around civil rights and social justice to the national stage. 
 
Too many have fought for the progress of this nation we call home, and this year, too many have died. Ahmaud 
Arbery. Breonna Taylor. George Floyd. Congressman John Lewis. And countless other souls. As we head to 
the polls this November, we must keep their memories in our hearts and continue their fight. We must vote 
like our lives depend on it, because they do. Together, we will right-size the balance of justice in this nation. 
Together, we will do great things. 
 
Peace and Power, 
 
 
Derrick Johnson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
4805 Mt Hope Drive • Baltimore MD 21215-3297 • 410.580.5777 • 877.622.2798 • naacp.org 



 

 

 

 

 

October 2, 2020 
 
 
Greetings:  
 
Congratulations to the Alabama State Conference of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on your 
68th Annual Convention, “No Vote! No Justice!”  
     
It is always my pleasure to welcome you as we have occasion to 
convene.  Please take this time to motivate and challenge one another in 
our civil and human rights work.  Yes, we are in difficult and divisive 
times. With the disparities in healthcare due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the continuing abuse of power by law enforcement, many efforts abound to turn back the clock 
to erase essential, important progress.  However, the NAACP does not succumb to discriminatory 
tactics.  We Are Done Dying – We Fight and We Win!  I extend my gratitude to you, as fellow 
members of the NAACP, for your continued support of our 111-year mission to make equality and 
justice a reality for all Americans. 
   
As you know, the Voting Rights Act has been under attack. We are taking every opportunity to 
reinforce our ongoing fight for freedom, maintain justice, and expand our nonpartisan work to 
enroll and register new voters toward ensuring a record number on Election Day, November 3.  
We will let the nation and the world know the meaning of our numbers.  
 
As we have always done, we renew our commitments and make the sacrifices to protect the rights 
for which we fought and won; for which many made the ultimate sacrifice – beatings, jail and 
death.  The strong local presence and work of each NAACP unit across this country will always 
be vital to the success of our efforts.  Our membership continues to be our foundation and strength.  
We pursue and fulfill our mission together. 
    
Please enjoy the hospitality of the Alabama State Conference.  These NAACP branch members 
have worked to make this an exceptional occasion, and we recognize and applaud their efforts.  I 
congratulate all who have been involved for their outstanding efforts and a successful event.   
 
Yours in the struggle, 
 
 
Leon W. Russell 
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