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Chapter of VTCI Publication of the LONG ISLAND THUNDERBIRD CLUB Silver Award 2023 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Rock & Roll Car Show Smithtown Sunday August 3nd 

First Place Kurt Langer               Second Place Billy Kiely 
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Associate  Editor 

John Karahalis 

(631) 979-0736 
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Lexi Weinberg 

(631) 805 -4367 
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Co President 
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Web Master  
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mailto:jkarahalis@optonline.net


Our Next Club Meeting is Wednesday September 

17th at the Hauppauge Palace Diner with a Guest 

Speaker Al Braunreuther from Smithtown Auto 

Trim  

All Ford Charity Car Show 

Sunday September 7, 2025 

Saville Ford All Ford Car Show 

Sunday September 14, 2025 

                                       A Change of Plans 

Hope all are well and safe. 

After I announced that as of the end of the year, I would be resigning as your President but on Sunday August 10th I made a decision. At the Cohen 

Children Medical Center Car Show I approached John Bianco (The Count) and we talked for a while and we came to an agreement effective imme-

diately that we will both Co President the club into the end of this year and next year and maybe beyond. No details have been discussed but in fu-

ture Bird Talk there will be more info. I’m glad that John stepped up to the plate and his insight and talent to be involved as President is greatly ap-

preciated. 

Interesting fact to my leaving at the end of the year. Two member’s one text and one email responded after last month’s info in my message. I thank 

Tom DeNunzio, and Alan Nathanson for their thoughts, and kind words. 

Wednesday September 17th @ the Hauppauge Palace Diner 

Next Club Meeting/Wednesday September 17th Hauppauge Palace Diner: Where has the summer gone to? Game time is 7 PM and our guest 

speaker from Smithtown Auto Trim will be Al Braunreuther and I’m sure he will dazzle you with his foot work and conversation. 

Wanted New Board Member 

Also, we are thinking of adding a new board member with some diverse duties and if you’re interested email, or call me and I will give you more 

details. 

 Cohens Children Hospital Medical Center Car Show 

Sunday August 10th/Cohens Children Hospital Medical Center Car Show: Interesting event it was a freebee and they did ask you to donate us-

ing the bar code on the form they handed out. I talked to the “Count” and he agreed with me to donate $100.00 from the club; their thank you email 

is in our extra pages. Had to be close to 500 plus vehicles on site and as late as noon they were still coming in. In the house was Roger Stamile, Ad-

olph Molta, John Bianco and yours truly. Very hot today and John and I left at 1 ish. There were awards and some judges did look at our cars but 

they mentioned in order  to receive an award you had to be here. Last item: they raised $30,000 from the event. 

September Car Shows  

September Car Shows: There is a plethora of shows in the month of September. Priority is All Ford show in East Islip and then the 4th Annual Ex-

otics Show in Pt Washington on Saturday the 6th and Island Park Library show on Saturday the 13th. Also,  the All American Muscle Show at Hoot-

ers in Farmingdale on Sunday the 21st, and the Dix Hills Fire Department also on the 21st.  Finally, the Long Island State Veterans Home at Satur-

day the 27th at Stony Brook University and The Centurion Cruisers Car Club is having an event on the 28th in for Autism at 80 Hauppauge Road in 

Commack.  Not  much info at this time. Too many to list all. 

Home Phone 

My Land Line: My home phone is back now the bad news and I can be contacted thru that but you cannot leave a message. It appears it’s time to 

replace the base I will keep you updated. So if you need me call my cell. 

 

 

Continued on Page 10 



CLUB STORE 

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner 

(631) 724 - 3756 

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $62 

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $15 

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo               

Assorted Colors $15.00 

Ash colored Sweat Shirts Embroidered, 

with Club Logo - 8oz - $26.00 

Club Pins - $5.00  

Club Masks $10.00 
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LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings 2025 

(Rain dates one week later)  

Wednesday April 16th-Burger King Farmingdale 

Sunday May 18th Thunderbird Appreciation Day  

Wednesday June  18th 6:pm  

Gino’s Restaurant Kings Park Plaza 

July 16th Wednesday 6pm  

Buffalo Wild Wings Farmingdale 

August  

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meeting 2025 Thru March  

LITC meets Wednesdays starting at 7 PM  

Hauppauge Palace Diner  

525 Smithtown By Pass  See Ad Page 7 

Wednesday January 8th 

Wednesday February 5th  

Wednesday March 12th 

Wednesday September17th  

Wednesday October 15th  

Wednesday November 12th 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

SEPTEMBER  

 

Jeff Newman 

Jane Durgom Powers 
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Pizza Night Meeting  

Wednesday June 14th 

Spundino’s in Dix Hills  

Happy Father’s Day  

Police Surgeons Benevolent Car Show 

Sunday June 25th 

 

Hope all are well and safe. This edition of Bird Talk is packed with all sorts of events and some 

sad news.  Next, our June meeting is Wednesday the 14th at Spundino’s in Dix Hills. Its pizza \ 



Event Schedule 2025 

 

All dates to be updated when confirmed 

Breakfast with “The Boss”  

Saturday March 8th Hauppage Palace diner  

Easter Parade- Garden City–April 20th 

Car’s and Guitar’s @ Miller Ale House Commack 

Sunday  April 27th 

National Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

Sunday, May 18th Keyfood Shopping Center Kings Park 

Mustang Ford Show at Smithtown Ford  

May 18th Sunday 

Ford Nationals Carlisle, Pa. June 6th – 8th 

North Jersey Thunderbird Club  Show June 21th 

Cross Road Church 649 Franklin Ave Franklin Lakes New Jersey 

ST Anthony Car Show Dix Hills Centurion Cruisers  

Sunday June 22nd 275 Wolf Hill Rd  S Huntington 

Collector Car Appreciation Day  Friday, July 11th 

Wantagh Historical Society  August 2nd 

Smithtown Rehab Center  Wednesday August 20th 2-4pm 

391 N Country Rd Smithtown  Hours 2-4 pm 

Mustang –Shelby Club –Bank of America paking lot East Isilp    

Pre Register Event  

 Sunday September Sat 7th—Rain Date Sun 8th 

Must pre register 

Sayville Ford All Ford Show 

September 14th Sunday 

Mustang-Shelby Club at the Vanderbilt Museum  

November 2nd Sunday 

Must pre register 

Food &Toy Drive Brookhaven Town Hall   

Sunday, November  TBA 

Operation Enduring Caring   Sunday November 9th 

 

 

Cruise Listings 

MONDAY  

Autofest Cruise night 5;30-9pm Syosset VFW Hall 20 Queens St 

 Stop & Shop West Islip Union Blvd east of Higbe Lane  

Main St East Rockaway  @Villa Marcia Restaurant 6pm 

Bald Hill Farmingville 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

Patchogue - Mt Carmel Church 495 N Ocean Ave  

WEDNESDAY  

Village  of Westbury Madison St parking field #4 5pm to 9pm 

Shirley KFC - William Floyd Parkway  

 Sea Cliff Fire Dept Cruise Night  Sea Cliff Ave & Main St  starts  June  13th 

5.:30 to 8:00pm  $5.00 car fee  

King Kullen parking lot Jericho TPK  Garden City  evenings 

THURSDAY 

Milleridge Inn Restaurant  Jericho Starts 3pm 

Downtown Mineola Classic Motor Night  Main St 6-9pm  7/7 thu 9/29 

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.) 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce Room for several hundred cars  

 Riverhead on the water front behind Main St weather  permitting including 

DJ & Refreshments 

Glen Cove School St & Glen St Sponsored by Glen Cove Fire Dept $5 Dona-

tion info Bob Citko 516-676-0366 

Yaphank Fire Dept Yaphank Thursday 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

West Isilp Villa Monaco Restaurant 778 Montauk Hwy  6pm Room for 150 

cars food & facilities on site Long Island Road Gents-Ray Rendina 516-523-

7130 or 631-661-3838  

Friday 

 Bellmore train Station Lot Sunrise Hwy  & Bellmore Ave Sponsored by 

Town of Oyster Bay  

Valley Stream Rockaway Ave Cruise Night  5/31 to 8,30  6-9pm 

 SATURDAY  

Islip Town Hall 655 Main St Islip 5-9pm 

 McDonalds Sunrise Hwy West Islip 
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Buy & Sell  

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side quarter repair panel, motor, transmissions, fenders ,trunk 

lids, glass, interior, parts bought & sold. Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554 1965 Ford Thunderbird Special Edition  

Landau NOS Deluxe Spinner wheel covers ( TWO ) with Ford Boxes. $400.00 Firm. Plus shipping.  

Frank Del Rossi  (704) 483-9554  

Club Jackets  Contact Elliott Wiener for details and orders  
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Long Island Thunderbirds 
             Membership/Renewal Application 

 

Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd or 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month. 

 

Renewal _____ New Member______ 

 

Dues: $30.00 (Jan 1
st
-Dec 31

st
) 

 

**Voluntary Contribution to Club’s Charity Fund: $10__ $15__ $20__Other $__ 
 

Total Amount Enclosed: $___________ 

 

               Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

               Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________State _____________Zip: ____________ 

 

Phone (       ) __________________E-Mail______________________________ 

 

Fax Number/Other Phone (     ) ______________________________________ 

 

Birthday Month_________ First Name of Significant Other: _____________ 

 

How did you hear about LITC_____________________________________? 

 

What is your reason for joining____________________________________? 

 

Would you be willing to serve on any committees_____________________? 

 

Car Info 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Please enclose a color photo of your car (optional) 

 

Mail completed application 

and check payable to: 

Long Island T-Bird Club to: 
Elliott Weiner 

87 Ruth St 

Smithtown, NY 11787 

516-445-2630 

Email: Bigbird1900@aol.com 
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President’s Message  continued from Page 3 

All Ford Charity Car Show 

Bank of America 

345 E. Main Street  East Islip 

Sunday September 7th All Ford Charity Car Show at in East Islip: You must pre-register for this show. There is no day of show acceptance and 

all the info is on the flyer which is in our extra pages. When you do register please let me know so I can coordinate the parking so we all can be to-

gether.  Also, I will be judging the non-Mustang classes at the show. “Have Judge Will Travel” Come and support this event. Remember the Mus-

tang Club was always there for our show. 

Sayville Ford Car Show 

5686 Sunrise Highway 

Sayville 

Sunday September 14th Sayville Ford Car Show: This is another event that is being run by the Mustang Shelby Club of Long Island. I have no 

other information at this time but will keep my ear to the ground. 

Rock & Roll Car Show 

Sunday August 3rd Rock & Roll Car Show in Smithtown: On the road by 8 AM so we can park together. That was Billy Kiely Jr, John Karahalis 

and yours truly. Well over (200) vehicles today due to a lack of another car show on the 3rd.   In attendance from LITC was Kurt Langer, Adolph 

Molta, Ron Kohlmann. Billy came in second place in his class with a nice memento from the show and so did Kurt who came in first in his class. 

Photos of the awards are in our front page. The rest of us “Thanks for Showing Up” but an enjoyable day with good weather and conversation. 

Guide Dog Car Show 

Saturday August 16th/ Comsewoque High School for the Guide Dog Foundation: Good stuff here. Walter Stoeber, Roger Stamile his wife and 

guide dog Pippen. Plus, yours truly. Basically, a fund raiser for the Guide Dog Foundation and throw in a car show for good measure.  Figure al-

most (50) vehicles @ $20.00 per plus a 50/50. I think they did alright. They had trophies for some winners and Roger won one. Walters Retro Bird 

is still for sale at $14,000 with only 60,000 miles on it’s and still  good deal and fair price 

East End Olds Car Show 

Sunday August 17th/East End Olds Car Show in Manorville: Well, I wanted to do something different and I did. I could have gone to Flower-

fields, or Commack Fire Department show, or the Smithhaven Mall on Sunday morning, but I chose the Maples in Manorville.  I arrived about 9 ish 

and was parked with at least 6 vehicles in my class. One was very interesting, it was a 1979 Avanti parked next to me. I thought they stopped mak-

ing these cars in the early 1960’s. Took some pictures of it which will be in our extra pages. I did come in third in my class and if the trophy was 

any smaller but hey, I won something and broke the drought. There was a guy parked on the other side of me with an 82 Caddy and by his actions 

he was a trophy hunter, and when the judges did his car, they were holding hands. 

My Start to the Morning on the 17th  

My start of this Sunday was interesting. I stopped for gas at the local BP and as I was filling up a guy parked behind me with a Jeep said he liked my 

car and we did exchange a few words. Now still filling up a guy with a Jag pulls in next to me and started to talk about Big Bird. Still not done and 

as I was leaving a guy with pickup pulls in and cannot say enough nice things about the Big Guy. I had won three trophies even before I got to the 

show. 

President Footnote 

President Footnote: Just to let you know that there is an All-Ford Show in October in Kings Park and I’m not involved by choice. When Dennis 

Benfante and I last year decided that after (18) Shows we are done but his club TONY has taken it over. I will not circle the wagons right now and 

will really get into this in our October Bird Talk. Over the years his club was never happy with me for a lot of reasons but that’s another story. I will 

not be there and will not support the show. No flyer, no kind words, but it is for a good cause Building Homes for Heroes, that’s the only plus. As of 

today’s writing, and in dealing with the event, nobody from TONY has reached out to me or Dennis to ask for anything and I don’t care. Some of 

you have mentioned that I should go just show them that I’m a good guy. It’s not going to happen. You can go if you want, I’m not telling you not 

to. I will beat this up one more time in October and then stick a fork in me I’m done and have paid my dues over the years. 

 

…and…You’re Welcome! 
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L.I.THUNDERBIRD CLUB NEXT INDOOR MEETING 

DATE : September 17th  Wednesday  

PLACE  Hauppauge Palace Diner 

TIME : 7:00pm 

Directions : See Ad Page 5 

 



Guide Dog Show August 16  



  Guide Dog Show August 16  

Roger & his wife & Guide Dog Pippen 



Thank you for your generous donation to Cool 

Cars for Kids, Inc.!  

  

Cool Cars for Kids, Inc. (CCfK) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-

tion which exists to provide help and hope to children 

with genetic conditions and their families through the 

support of individuals and the car community. Funds 

raised by CCfK directly supports its research mission 

to identify the causes and best possible treatments for 

children affected by genetic conditions. 

 

We received $100.0 USD from John Bianco on August 

10, 2025  

Once again, thank you for your generosity!   

 

Donate in the name of: 

Long Island Thunderbirds Club  



Big Bird Third Place East End Olds at the Maples   



The Tunnel to Towers Foundation (t2t.org) is proud to announce its sponsorship of a weekly golf-

focused podcast, hosted by renowned golf industry experts, Dr. Jeff Poplarski and PGA Professional, 

Frank Darby. 

You can tune in weekly to be on the cutting edge of what’s happening in the golf world with special 

guests and insightful golf tips leading up to the 2025 Ryder Cup that will be held on Long Island at 

Bethpage State Park Golf Course on the Black Course, Sept. 26-28, 2025.   

New podcasts are aired on Mondays on YouTube or you can also on Facebook. Look for it under "The 

Road to the Ryder Cup." For more info email drjpop@gmail.com or call 516-456-1564.   

The Road to the Ryder Cup Podcast  

Revised Club Logo 

http://t2t.org
mailto:drjpop@gmail.com












For Sale  1955 Thunderbird Contact owner Pat Capuro 631 275 4797  Asking 36K 

Chrome coil Tach drive  

HEI distributer 

Water pressure gauge  

New  antenna 

Pertronix Flame Thrower ignition coil 

Fuel injection FiTech 

New Starter , Voltage regulator 

New Radiator overflow tube and hoses 

 Chrome air cleaner 

Rebuilt Engine -Carburetor  

Fuel pump 12V generator 

Repaired Radiator 

Battery, Speedo Cable 

Detail and Dyed Interior 




