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Chapter of VTCI Publication of the LONG ISLAND THUNDERBIRD CLUB Silver Award 2023 

APRIL 2024 

Jane Durgom-Powers 1964 Convertible Thunderbird 

Even less popular (at the time) was the Sports Roadster of 1962-63, an ersatz two-seat convertible created by concealing the rear bench with a 

removable fiberglass tonneau cover. After just 455 sales in '63, Ford ditched the Sports Roadster as a distinct model, but offered a re-styled ton-

neau cover as a $269 option for all '64 soft-tops. Sales flopped to fewer than 50, but one of those was delivered to the father of Jane Durgom-

Powers, who still has the factory invoice to prove it. Jane brought the all-original convertible to Princeton, where it achieved a second in the Pri-

mary class, and qualified for a Wixom Preservation Award.  
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Happy Easter & Passover 

 

First Outdoor Meeting of 2024,  

Wednesday, April 17th at Burger King in Farmingdale 

Car & Guitars Sunday April 21st 

Millers Ale House - Commack 

Hi Everyone, 

Hope all are well and safe. With April of 2024 just around the corner our first outdoor meeting is Wednesday April 17 th at Burger King in Farming-
dale at the intersections of Route 110 and Main Street. Show up time is 6 PM and on. Also, for the last seven years we have supported Cars and Gui-

tars at Millers Ale House in Commack and this year the event is on Sunday April 21st. The flyer is in our extra pages for this edition of BT. this is 

not a trophy event but a fundraiser for “Hope for the Warriors.” Just a heads up for April 21st: we try and meet early and park our Thunderbirds at 

the show and walk, and in my case hobble over to the diner which is a short distance away for breakfast. Please try and be pro active with your e- 

mails and as we get closer to the event, I will e- mail everyone where we are meeting etc. 

Wednesday April 17th @ Burger King  

Burger Kings Wednesday April 17th / First Outdoor Meeting 2024: BK is at the intersection of Route 110 and Main Street in Farmingdale. Start 

time is about 6 PM and from the Southern State Parkway take Exit 32 North and when you exit the Parkway get over to your left immediately and 

make a left at the traffic light and after a very short distance you will see the entrance to BK on your right.  If for some reason, (mainly the weather), 

cancels us it moves to the following Wednesday April 24th. 

Brick for Ken 

Ken Weinberg’s Brick: In the extra pages you will see a picture of the brick at the Vanderbilt in Ken’s Name. As we get closer to August third I 

will have more info about the unveiling. 

My CD Collection 

My CD Collection: Without a doubt I have a large CD collection and right now I’m downsizing. What does that mean to you? It means free stuff. I 

think I have at least 300 plus with a couple of box sets. The only place I can play them is in my Jeep. I used to have a CD box in the Bird but that 

died last year, and the years before. If you still play CD’s in your vehicle, and you would be interested in still having what I, have please let me 

know. A really good example is I bought a Garth Brooks; Beach Boys Box set and never really used it. So if interested, contact me. 

Another FYI from Uncle Tony C  

Uncle Tony Coloneri Strikes Again: It’s another article from Uncle Tony C it’s in our extra pages and it’s all about your tools and some cases 

maybe it’s all about your tools. 

A Special Thank You 

A Special Thank You to Two Great Guys: First on the agenda is Rich Kamin from Valley Stream who drove and picked me up from JFK for my 

trip to North Carolina to visit my son and grandson. Next is Ron Kohlmann who met me at Firestone in Lake Grove when Big Bird was getting new 

rubber and when the car was done drove me to pick it up. Plus he bought me breakfast. Thank you both. 

Two New Members 

New Member #1: Peter Martin from Danvers Massachusetts with his 1988 Thunderbird. The story goes like this:  Peter works for Toyota of Dan-
vers and I’ve been up to his dealership three times in the last couple of months. On my second trip we talked Thunderbirds and the rest is history. He 

joined Monday March 4th. When I arrived with my swap and joined up he also gave me money for our charity Building Homes for Heroes. 

 

New Member #2: David J Janicki with his 1969 hard top. David hails from Wallingford Connecticut. We have known each other for many years. 

Dave has his own shop in Wallingford and is a Wonder Book of Knowledge when it comes to cars. For me he will always be Dyno Dave. 

 

Continued on Page  10 



CLUB STORE 

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner 

(631) 724 - 3756 

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $62 

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $15 

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo               

Assorted Colors $15.00 

Ash colored Sweat Shirts Embroidered, 

with Club Logo - 8oz - $20.00 

Club Pins - $5.00  

Club Masks $10.00 
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LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings 2024 

(Rain dates one week later)  

Wednesday April 17th-Burger King Farmingdale 

Sunday May 19th Thunderbird Appreciation Day  

Wednesday June  12th 6:pm  

Ginois Restaurant Kings Park Plaza 

July  TBA 

August TBA 

Our 18th Annual All Ford Car Show TBA 

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meeting 2024 Thru March  

LITC meets Wednesdays starting at 7 PM  

Hauppauge Palace Diner  

525 Smithtown By Pass  See Ad Page 7 

Wednesday January 10th 

Wednesday February 7th  

Wednesday March 13th 

Wednesday September18th  

Wednesday October 16th  

Wednesday November 13th 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

APRIL 

Anthony Castaldi 

Charles Cona 

Art Fleming 

John Guiliano 

Hank Parkinson 
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Pizza Night Meeting  

Wednesday June 14th 

Spundino’s in Dix Hills  

Happy Father’s Day  

Police Surgeons Benevolent Car Show 

Sunday June 25th 

 

Hope all are well and safe. This edition of Bird Talk is packed with all sorts of events and some 

sad news.  Next, our June meeting is Wednesday the 14th at Spundino’s in Dix Hills. Its pizza \ 



Event Schedule 2024 

All dates to be updated when confirmed 

Breakfast with “The Boss”  

Sunday  March 3th Southbay Diner Lindenhurst   

Easter Parade- Garden City–March 31th 

Car’s and Guitar’s @ Miller Ale House Commack 

Sunday  April 21th 

National Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

Sunday, May 19th Keyfood Shopping Center Kings Park 

Ford Nationals Carlisle, Pa. May 31th-June 2nd 

Mustang Ford Show Pt Jefferson Ford June 9th  

ST Anthony Car Show Dix Hills Centurion Cruisers  

Sunday June 23th 275 Wolf Hill Rd  S Huntington 

Collector Car Appreciation Day  Friday, July 12th 

Air Power Museum July 13th Sat - Rain Date 20th Farmingdale 

Smithtown Rehab Center  Wednesday August 14th -Rain 21th 

391 N Country Rd Smithtown  Hours 2-4 pm 

Sat Aug 3rd Rain date Aug 4th Vanderbilt  

Brick unveiling for Ken Weinberg Centerport 

Mustang –Shelby Newins Ford    

 Sunday September Sat 8th and you will have to pre- regis-

ter -Rain Date Sun 9th 

 

Thunderbird/Ford Show  

@ Keyfood Shopping Plaza Kings Park 

Sunday October 6th - Rain Date  13th 

Food &Toy Drive Brookhaven Town Hall   

Sunday, November  5th 

Operation Enduring Caring   Sunday November 12th 

 

 

 

 

Cruise Listings 

MONDAY  

Autofest Cruise night 5;30-9pm Syosset VFW Hall 20 Queens St 

 Stop & Shop West Islip Union Blvd east of Higbe Lane  

Main St East Rockaway  @Villa Marcia Restaurant 6pm 

Bald Hill Farmingville 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

Patchogue - Mt Carmel Church 495 N Ocean Ave  

WEDNESDAY  

Village  of Westbury Madison St parking field #4 5pm to 9pm 

Shirley KFC - William Floyd Parkway  

 Sea Cliff Fire Dept Cruise Night  Sea Cliff Ave & Main St  starts  June  13th 

5.:30 to 8:00pm  $5.00 car fee  

King Kullen parking lot Jericho TPK  Garden City  evenings 

THURSDAY 

Milleridge Inn Restaurant  Jericho Starts 3pm 

Downtown Mineola Classic Motor Night  Main St 6-9pm  7/7 thu 9/29 

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.) 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce and Kevin Denis of Professor’s Diner 

Room for several hundred cars 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce and Kevin Denis of Professor’s Diner 

Room for several hundred cars All Welcome    

 Riverhead on the water front behind Main St weather  permitting including 

DJ & Refreshments 

Glen Cove School St & Glen St Sponsored by Glen Cove Fire Dept $5 Dona-

tion info Bob Citko 516-676-0366 

Yaphank Fire Dept Yaphank Thursday 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

West Isilp Villa Monaco Restaurant 778 Montauk Hwy  6pm Room for 150 

cars food & facilities on site Long Island Road Gents-Ray Rendina 516-523-

7130 or 631-661-3838  

Friday 

 Bellmore train Station Lot Sunrise Hwy  & Bellmore Ave Sponsored by 

Town of Oyster Bay  

 SATURDAY  

Islip Town Hall 655 Main St Islip 5-9pm 

 McDonalds Sunrise Hwy West Islip 
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Buy & Sell  

2003 Tbird,  280 hp, rare white inlay seats, new battery, replaced suspension ball joints, 60k miles, Hard 

& Soft top, with Stand & Cover, Good Cond $15,000 Walter 631 567 9025 Leave message, 631 379 

5769 text    

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side quarter repair panel, motor, transmissions, fenders ,trunk 

lids, glass, interior, parts bought & sold. Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554 1965 Ford Thunderbird Special Edition  

Landau NOS Deluxe Spinner wheel covers ( TWO ) with Ford Boxes. $400.00 Firm. Plus shipping.  

Frank Del Rossi  (704) 483-9554  
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CLUB JACKETS  

SEE ELLIOTT WEINER IF INTERESTED IN ORDERING 
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 Long Island Thunderbirds      
             Membership/Renewal Application 

 

Indoor meetings are held on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month. 

 

Renewal _____ New Member______ 

 

Dues: $29.00 (Jan 1
st
-Dec 31

st
) 

 

**Voluntary Contribution to Club’s Charity Fund: $10__ $15__ $20__Other $__ 
 

Total Amount Enclosed: $___________ 

 

               Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

               Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________State _____________Zip: ____________ 

 

Phone (       ) __________________E-Mail______________________________ 

 

Fax Number/Other Phone (     ) ______________________________________ 

 

Birthday Month_________ First Name of Significant Other: _____________ 

 

How did you hear about LITC_____________________________________? 

 

What is your reason for joining____________________________________? 

 

Would you be willing to serve on any committees_____________________? 

 

Car Info 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Please enclose a color photo of your car (optional) 

 

Mail completed application 

and check payable to: 

Long Island T-Bird Club to: 
Elliott Weiner 

87 Ruth St 

Smithtown, NY 11787 

516-445-2630 

Email: Bigbird1900@aol.com 
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President’s Message  continued from Page 3 

 

Cars & Guitars – Millers Ale House- Commack 

Cars & Guitars Sunday April 21st / Millers Ale House Commack: We have been supporting this event since it started. This is non trophy event 

and we meet early on the 21st park at Millers and then off to the Diner which is a short distance away for breakfast. As we get closer I will have 

more info for all. The flyer for this event is in our extra pages. 

Good Morning America 

Sunday March 3rd/Breakfast with the Boss: A rainy Saturday, too many wet roads for the trip to Lindy so nobody brought their Thunderbirds. 

Excellent turnout with fifteen LITC members and I gave out flyers again for the show and three more members sighed up. I apologized to Carl 

Carilli because in the last newsletter I think I misspelled his name three times. In attendance were, and not in any alphabetical order, Paul and 

Felicia Rosena, Jeff Newman, Billy Rapel, Rich Kamin, Tom & Jim DeNunzio,, Roger Stamile, Kurt & Chris Langer & Girl Friend, Carl Carilli, 

John Karahalis, and yours truly. 

Who Loves a Parade? 

Huntington Unity Fun Day/Saturday April 6th:  Charlie Armstrong has reached out to us to see if we would like to participate in the April 6th fun 

day event and parade. The flyer is in the extra pages of this newsletter. Start time for the staging area is 9:30 at the Jefferson Primary School 253 

Oakwood Road in Huntington. If interested in bringing your Thunderbird please reach out to me. I will be there… 

Mustang Shelby Club of Long Island 

Some Mustang Club Show Dates & Pre Register Info: Presently, there are a group of shows that if you want to participate you must pre register. 

First one is the Pt. Jeff Ford on Sunday June 9th (not a pre reg date) and Newins Ford on Saturday September 7th which is a pre reg date) Also, there 

is a rumor that they have been invited back to the Vanderbilt at the end of September. As of the date of this BT there is no further info on any of the 

three shows so stay tuned in future BT”s 

Motor Mouth Radio 

Motor Mouth Radio: Ray Gauarino and Chris Switzer. Two great guys that have allowed Dennis Benfante, Ken Weinberg and yours truly to come 

on their radio show and talk about everything from cleaning your bowling balls to me making jokes and nobody ever laughs. They have had our 
backs since our first show (17) years ago at Syosset Ford, and now Dennis and I are back on Sunday September 29 th for info and hopefully some 

Yuks. Their logo also appears on our show T Shirts. 

So Where Are We 

So Where Are We: As of this edition of Bird Talk our club roster is at fifty three active members? This is about the same number as of end of last 

year. There are six members who have not paid their dues for this year and they know who they are. This is final pass and just to let them know that 

they will be removed from our active member list unless their dues is paid. Sorry, and you will be missed. 

 

Stay safe and warm. Make sure you get your shots, wash your hands and you’re wecome… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Durgom-Powers 1964 Convertible Thunderbird 
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L.I.THUNDERBIRD CLUB NEXT OUTDOOR MEETING 

DATE: April 17th Wednesday 

TIME: 7:00pm 

PLACE  Burger King Farmingdale 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

I  

 

 



 

CAR CRAZY CORNER                         

BY TONY COLONERI 

RE:  TOOLS THAT SURVIVED TIME 

                                                                                 PATENT DATE                             DESCRIPTION 

1. RATCHETING WRENCH………………………….1863………………………Tighten/loosen bolts. 

2. BENCH VISE…………………………………………..1886……………………Secures objects to work on. 

3. PISTON-RING COMPRESSOR………………… 1854………..…Temporally reduces Ring Dia. for assembly. 

4. SCISSOR JACK………………………………………. 1908………… Raises the car to facilitate repairs, flats, etc. 

5. VISE GRIP…………………………………………….. 1923……..….. Many uses for holding parts in place, etc. 

The above description is only a general explanation and is meant to show limited usage.  (1) 

I personally have used all of the above mentioned tools, including many others, during my various 

activities related to the automobile hobby we all share.  It is hard to believe the basic design of each tool 

remains unchanged since their inception. Also, among the many other tools that are used today, I am 

sure their inception dates back long ago. 

 This reminds me that the modern cars that we drive today are not made for the person that works on 

old cars, (including me).  Meaning, it’s almost imposable to get ones fingers inside… take a look at the 

engine compartment, and you will agree.  All of the components are very close to each other, and 

therefore do not offer any involvement for us to work on them.  Therefore, special tools are obviously 

required, besides the 1 to 5 listed above.  

Tony  

Email: e1noloc5@aol.com 

References: 

(1) www.google.com  



 

















1964 Parts or Car for sale  




