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This Month’s Outdoor Meeting Sunday, May 17th 

@ The Ford Garage @ the Smith Haven Mall 

To Celebrate 

National Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

With TONY 

A Belated Happy Easter & Passover 

 

 

Thunderbird Appreciation Day @ Ford Garage  

Sunday May 17th @ Fords Garage at the Smith Haven Mall: After many emails and phone conversations we are breaking with tradition and 
heading to the Ford Garage at the Smith Haven Mall. The drill for the day is simple. If you’re coming to the Ford Garage you need to either email 

text or actually call John or me that you will be there. If you just show up there is a good chance that you may not get in because of lack of room or 

might get in but not sit with us. There are two menus: One is a special one for the day at 10% off or the regular menu at normal pricing.  Hours are 

12 Noon to 2 PM and they open at 11 AM. So, if you’re worried about your Thunderbird, just show up early and hopefully find a good spot. There 

are no special arrangements for parking our Birds together. It is what it is. 

So, I leave you with this thought. If you’re coming you need to RSVP with John or me. If you’re bringing your Thunderbird, you’re 

on your own for parking it. This year, 2026 for Thunderbird Appreciation there is no Kings Park get together. 

From what I hear the layout at the restaurant is something special, and since we are all Ford guys it should be an enjoyable two hours. TONY will be 

there in force because that’s what they do. For us, please do not embarrass us.  Please make a concentrated effort to attend this event and RSVP 
to John or me. 

Front Cover 

Front Cover: Speaks for itself 

New Member 

New Member: Let’s welcome John Talbot and 65 Thunderbird. John is from Franklin Square and we hope to see him soon. 

November 15th @ the Vanderbilt Museum 

Our Show November 15th @ The Vanderbilt: The flyer for the show is on page #9 and we need everyone on board for this event. The cost is 

$30.00 and this is a pre-register event which means no day of show entry. The museum has told us a maximum of fifty Thunderbirds and the club 

has to kick back $10.00 per vehicle. Your entry fee gets you into the museum. Much more info as we get closer. Plus, we are seeking a sponsor or 

two for the show to defray some of the cost for the event. 

Show Footnote: There is a chance that our show could move to the first Sunday in November. Not definite yet but will keep everyone in the loop as 

info accurse. 

First Sign Up: John DePionto LITC member from Ridgewood New Jersey 

Veterans Home Stony Brook  

Saturday May 9th @ The Veterans Home at Stony Brook Hospital: Hours are 9:30 to 12:30 and it’s a no trophy event. No entrance fee but they 

do supply soda and snacks. The flyer is in our extra pages with more info and directions. Come and support these Veterans. 

  

Continued on Page 8 
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A message from John Bianco, Co-President 

Ford Garage 

The Ford Garage is a FOMOCO themed burger and brew joint with a location at the Smith Haven Mall. For us Long Is-

landers, for many years the old OBI parking lot was the Sunday morning hang out with cars and motorcycles of all 

makes and models in representation. On a few occasions, I would take my Harley and Victory motorcycles to meet up 

with folks. It was easier to park the bikes compared to my Turbo Coupe. OBI Sunday mornings was the great escape. In 

the aftermath of a Sunday morning tragic accident at the old OBI hangout a few years ago, the Smith Haven Mall has 

become the new destination for us motorheads. 

On Sundays, the Smith Haven Mall has become a huge car hangout with hundreds of cars, many arriving early in the 

morning (i.e., by 7AM). Folks and their classics come and go throughout the morning until 11AM when the mall opens. It 

is truly L.I.’s Mecca of car gatherings. 

Enter Thunderbird Appreciation Day. How proper it would be for perhaps one of Ford’s greatest automobile offerings, 

the Thunderbird, to have a presence at a Ford-themed facility on May 17th.  

Why you should go: 

It’s Thunderbird Appreciation Day. 

Get to catch up with your fellow Thunderbird club members and some friends from TONY. 

Get to show off your classic to a wide demographic of folks. 

The restaurant’s Ford nostalgia and memorabilia are incredible. 

Conveniently located in Lake Grove on Rt25. 

Nice menu with a variety of items from burgers, ribs, steak, and salmon. 

A special Thunderbird themed menu and a 10% discount for you coupon clippers (from what I’ve been told by res-

taurant staff). 

4/5-star rating. 

It’s something different! 

It’s time to put egos, personalities, and history aside and appreciate what Ford Garage has to offer us club members. 

We can sit together as a club or wherever you desire. The restaurant opens at 11AM on Sunday. I plan to get there 

around 9:30 AM. I hope to park close to the restaurant. Parking is just outside of Ford Garage. One can park early, hang 

out and chew the fat with each other, and then head into the joint when the lunch bell rings. See you there.  

Check out the following link: https://fordsgarageusa.com/  

New Member: John Talbot 

John Randazzo of the Dawgwood Boyz car club had referred John Talbot to me. John has a 65 T-Bird, a car that he has 

wanted for 20 years. Welcome John. We hope to meet you at one of our club events. 

A special thanks to John Randazzo for the referral. Da Boyz meet every Tuesday evening at the Lidl Shopping center on 

Dogwood Avenue in Franklin Square, just a few minutes from me. They’re a good bunch and are renowned in the ‘hood.  

Next time I see John Randazzo, I will be sure to thank him for the referral.  

 

 

Ciao! 

John Bianco 

 

 

https://fordsgarageusa.com/
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Pizza Night Meeting  

Wednesday June 14th 

Spundino’s in Dix Hills  

Happy Father’s Day  

Police Surgeons Benevolent Car Show 

Sunday June 25th 

 

Hope all are well and safe. This edition of Bird Talk is packed with all sorts of events and some 

sad news.  Next, our June meeting is Wednesday the 14th at Spundino’s in Dix Hills. Its pizza \ 



Event Schedule 2026 

 

Breakfast with “The Boss”  

Saturday March 7th Hauppage Palace diner  

Easter Parade- Garden City–April 5th 

National Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

Sunday, May 17th Keyfood Shopping Center Kings Park 

Ford Nationals Carlisle, Pa. June 4– 6th 

North Jersey Thunderbird Club  Show June 20th Saturday 

Cross Road Church 649 Franklin Ave Franklin Lakes New Jersey 

ST Anthony Car Show Dix Hills Centurion Cruisers  

Sunday June 14th 275 Wolf Hill Rd  S Huntington 

Sunday June 14th All Ford Show Pt Jefferson 

Collector Car Appreciation Day  July 10th 

Wednesday July 15th  St Elizabeth  in Dix Hills 

Garage Stop Legendary Motion  Bellmore July 18th 

Long Island Cool Cars For Kids  August 9th 

Smithtown Rehab Center  Wednesday August 10th 2-4pm 

391 N Country Rd Smithtown  Hours 2-4 pm 

All Ford Charity Show Bank of America parking lot East Isilp    

Pre Register Event  

 Sunday September Sat 13th—Rain Date Sun 20th 

Must pre register 

Sayville Ford All Ford Show  

Sunday October 11th 

September 13th Sunday 

Mustang-Shelby Club at the Vanderbilt Museum  

November 1st Sunday Must pre register 

Food &Toy Drive Brookhaven Town Hall   

Sunday, November  TBA 

Sunday November 1st All Ford Show Vanderbilt Museum 

Operation Enduring Caring   Sunday November 8th 

Walt Whitman HS 

 

 

Cruise Listings 

MONDAY  

Autofest Cruise night 5;30-9pm Syosset VFW Hall 20 Queens St 

 Stop & Shop West Islip Union Blvd east of Higbe Lane  

Main St East Rockaway  @Villa Marcia Restaurant 6pm 

Bald Hill Farmingville 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

TUESDAY  

Patchogue - Mt Carmel Church 495 N Ocean Ave  

WEDNESDAY  

Village  of Westbury Madison St parking field #4 5pm to 9pm 

Shirley KFC - William Floyd Parkway  

 Sea Cliff Fire Dept Cruise Night  Sea Cliff Ave & Main St  starts  June  13th 

5.:30 to 8:00pm  $5.00 car fee  

King Kullen parking lot Jericho TPK  Garden City  evenings 

THURSDAY 

Milleridge Inn Restaurant  Jericho Starts 3pm 

Downtown Mineola Classic Motor Night  Main St 6-9pm  7/7 thu 9/29 

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.) 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce Room for several hundred cars  

 Riverhead on the water front behind Main St weather  permitting including 

DJ & Refreshments 

Glen Cove School St & Glen St Sponsored by Glen Cove Fire Dept $5 Dona-

tion info Bob Citko 516-676-0366 

Yaphank Fire Dept Yaphank Thursday 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

West Isilp Villa Monaco Restaurant 778 Montauk Hwy  6pm Room for 150 

cars food & facilities on site Long Island Road Gents-Ray Rendina 516-523-

7130 or 631-661-3838  

Friday 

 Bellmore train Station Lot Sunrise Hwy  & Bellmore Ave Sponsored by 

Town of Oyster Bay  

Valley Stream Rockaway Ave Cruise Night  5/31 to 8,30  6-9pm 

 SATURDAY  

Islip Town Hall 655 Main St Islip 5-9pm 

 McDonalds Sunrise Hwy West Islip 
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Buy & Sell  

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side quarter repair panel, motor, transmissions, fenders ,trunk 

lids, glass, interior, parts bought & sold. Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554 1965 Ford Thunderbird Special Edition  

Landau NOS Deluxe Spinner wheel covers ( TWO ) with Ford Boxes. $400.00 Firm. Plus shipping.  

Frank Del Rossi  (704) 483-9554  

Club Jackets  Contact Elliott Wiener for details and orders  
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President's Message Continued From Page 3 

 

 

All Thunderbird Show in Franklin Lakes  

Saturday June 20th 

The New North Jersey Thunderbird Car Show/Saturday June 20 @ The Cross Road Church in  Franklin Lake New Jersey: I have some 

great news. On Saturday June 20th there will be an all Thunderbird Show in Franklin Lakes New Jersey. Franklin Lakes is about sixty to sixty-five 

miles from us. The good news is that if you leave by 7 AM it will take you a little less than an hour. The flyer for the show will be in this month’s 

BT and also in June’s BT. I have been a member of this club for many years and always look forward to seeing all my friends on that day in time. 

I will have more info in our June edition of BT. 

April 15th @ BK 

April 15th First Outdoor Meeting @ BK in Farmingdale: Great weather and five Thunderbirds in house. It was great to see all those familiar 

faces. Attending were Mr. & Mrs. Rosina, Frank Cardinale, Walter Stoeber, Roger Stamile, Matt Gullo, and yours truly.  

Looking Ahead To June 

Looking Ahead to June:  Our general meeting will be Wednesday June 18th at Gino’s in Kings Park for Pizza Night, on us.  Sunday June 14th St 

Anthony’s Car Show in South Huntington hosted be the Centurion Cruisers Car Club, and the Pt. Jeff Ford Show hosted by the Mustang Club. 
Towards the end of the month, Saturday June 20th to be exact is the New North Jersey Thunderbird Show in Franklin Lakes Jersey (I have already 

pre-registered) All the flyers for all of the events are in the extra pages of this edition of BT. 

Golden Quill Award 2025 

2025 Golden Quill Award: As Art Fleming did last year and the year before and again before that, he came in the honorable mention class for 

2025. For those who do not know what the award is, it is simple. We forward our club newsletter to Old Cars Weekly and they judge the content 

and then publish the results. Most of the newsletters they receive from other clubs are in color, professionally bound and look like a book from the 

local library. We are old school and because of our make- up we try to keep costs down so we continue in that format. It is not a bad thing and as 

you can see, we get the job done. Thanks to Art and efforts to keep our heads above the water line. We will continue to put out an excellent prod-

uct. 

Tobay Beach Car Show 

Tobay Beach Car Show/Sunday April 26th: In the extra pages of BT there is a poster and a few words about the show at Tobay. We thank LITC 

member Ed Muro who works for the Town of Oyster Bay for the info. 

Grande Premiere Au Canada 

Pierre Bourdeau from Canada & Grande Premiere Au Canada: In my previous BT’s I mentioned that I have befriended Pierre from Canada 

and we have been exchanging emails, photos and phone conversations. So, in this issue he has informed me that their auto show will have eleven 

generations of Thunderbirds and he promises text and pictures about the event but the text could be in French. 

 

 

Stay well, stay safe, and you’re welcome…………. 
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LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings 2026 

(Rain dates one week later)  

Wednesday April 14th-Burger King Farmingdale 

Sunday May 17th Thunderbird Appreciation Day  

Pizza Night  

Gino’s Restaurant Kings Park 

Wednesday June  18th 6:pm  RSVP 

July & August  TBA 

  Scheduled Indoor Meeting 2026 Thru March  

LITC meets Wednesdays starting at 7 PM  

Hauppauge Palace Diner  

525 Smithtown By Pass  See Ad Page 7 

Wednesday January 7th 

Wednesday February 4th  

Wednesday March 11th 

Wednesday September16th  

Wednesday October 14th  

Wednesday November 11th 

 

CLUB STORE 

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner 

(631) 724 - 3756 

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $62 

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $15 

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo               

Assorted Colors $15.00 

Ash colored Sweat Shirts Embroidered, 

with Club Logo - 8oz - $26.00 

Club Pins - $5.00  

Club Masks $10.00 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

MAY 

James D Clayton 

Tony Coloneri 

Frank DeCuzzi Jr 

Jimmy DeNunzio 

Kimberly Strum 

Dennis Terrell 
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L.I.THUNDERBIRD CLUB NEXT OUTOOR MEETING 

DATE : JUNE 18th Wednesday 

PLACE  Gino’s Pizza Kings Park 

TIME 7:00pm 

Directions :  

 





GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING!!!   

 LONG ISLAND'S PREMIER CAR SHOW EXPERIENCE!!! SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026  

FREE CONCERT BY THAT 70'S BAND, FREE CONCERT BY THAT 70'S BAND, AND MUCH MORE! 

 TOBAY BEACH, 1 OCEAN PARKWAY, (4 miles east of Jones Beach) FREE PARKING AND SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM 

JONES BEACH FIELD 5!!!  

 

 for more information call: 516-797-4121 or visit our website at:  http://www.CARSHOWLI.COM 

http://www.CARSHOWLI.COM




























Long Island Thunderbirds 
             Membership/Renewal Application 

 

Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd or 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month. 

 

Renewal _____ New Member______ 

 

Dues: $30.00 (Jan 1
st
-Dec 31

st
) 

 

**Voluntary Contribution to Club’s Charity Fund: $10__ $15__ $20__Other $__ 
 

Total Amount Enclosed: $___________ 

 

               Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

               Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________State _____________Zip: ____________ 

 

Phone (       ) __________________E-Mail______________________________ 

 

Fax Number/Other Phone (     ) ______________________________________ 

 

Birthday Month_________ First Name of Significant Other: _____________ 

 

How did you hear about LITC_____________________________________? 

 

What is your reason for joining____________________________________? 

 

Would you be willing to serve on any committees_____________________? 

 

Car Info 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Please enclose a color photo of your car (optional) 

 

Mail completed application 

and check payable to: 

Long Island T-Bird Club to: 
Elliott Weiner 

87 Ruth St 

Smithtown, NY 11787 

516-445-2630 

Email: Bigbird1900@aol.com 



 



For Sale  1955 Thunderbird Contact owner Pat Capuro 631 275 4797  Asking 22K 

Chrome coil Tach drive  

HEI distributer 

Water pressure gauge  

New  antenna 

Pertronix Flame Thrower ignition coil 

Fuel injection FiTech 

New Starter , Voltage regulator 

New Radiator overflow tube and hoses 

 Chrome air cleaner 

Rebuilt Engine -Carburetor  

Fuel pump 12V generator 

Repaired Radiator 

Battery, Speedo Cable 

Detail and Dyed Interior 




