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Chapter of VTCI Publication of the LONG ISLAND THUNDERBIRD CLUB Silver Award 2023 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Matt Gullo 2004 Thunderbird 

This car was purchased from Rare Rides Dealership, I always liked the look of the retro birds and recently sold my 1982 

Buick Riveria convertible which put me in the market. I found the car on eBay and as Rare Rides was located in North 

Carolina I used Lemon Squad to have it checked out. The car had 12,500 CarFax certified miles and Lemon Squad's re-

port came back without any issues. I replaced the tires as they were original to the car, and I want to replace the hoses, 

serpentine belt, etc. that are also original to the car. The car is very clean, all options appear to work, and it rides excep-

tionally well, I look forward to many years of pleasure with the car.   
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Welcome 2025 

February 14th – Valentine Day 

Next Meeting Wednesday February 5th 

Dues is Now Due $30.00 

 

Shalom: 

Hope all are well and safe. Looking forward to 2025 and the events we have planned. First is our Breakfast with the Boss on Sunday March 2nd 
with a new location which is the Hauppauge Palace Diner, (South Bay Diner has closed their doors) and trying to get creative with May 18th Thun-

derbird Appreciation Day. Our first outdoor meeting is at BK or ? in Farmingdale in April and then pizza night in June at Gino’s in KP. So stay 

tuned. 

Some Confusion 

There appears that there is some confusion in regard to 2025 club dues. I increased our dues by a dollar to $30.00 and I think one of the problems is 

our club application on page #9 which still shows $29.00. I have spoken to Art and as of this Bird Talk it is fixed. So moving forward our annual 

club dues is $30.00. If you have not paid this year’s dues please make your check payable to Long Island Thunderbird Club and mail it to 

Elliott Weiner 

87 Ruth Street 

Smithtown, N.Y. 11787 

Ford Nationals 2025 Carlisle Pa 

Ford Nationals June 6-8 Carlisle Pa.70th Anniversary of the Thunderbird & Family Reunion: I said in my infinite wisdom that going to Car-

lisle again is out of the question, and I’m a hundred years old and at this stage of my life I can only hobble. However, I just pre registered for the 

event and I’m looking for a partner to help me navigate the hills and valleys of Pa. Two years ago is was Tom Doherty from LITC and I believe he 

had a good time. He got to meet all my buddies from Lehigh Valley, MATC, and North Jersey Thunderbird Clubs. Because it is the 70th Anniver-

sary of our cars we should have a prime spot on the show field. I know it’s early but if you would like to spend a few days with the Boss now is the 

time to stand up and let your voice be heard. 

If you want more info and want to talk about it just reach out to me. 

New Member 

New Member: Let’s welcome Frank DeCuzzi from Deer Park with his 2004 Retro. We met Frank during the summer at the Airpower Museum in 

Farmingdale. 

Belated Happy Birthday 

Belated Happy Birthday: A belated Happy Birthday to new member Matthew Gullo who joined us last month but missed the cutoff for last 

month’s Bird Talk 

Sad News 

Sad News: Long time Club member Sal J Canale passed away on Sunday December 22nd at his home in Queens. Sal had been ill for awhile but 

when he was active we always saw him at our Holiday parties and the get togethers . 

Happy Happy Birthday Big Bird  

February 26, 1976: You ask what is so important about February 26, 1976. It’s the Birthday of 1 Big Bird. One of my friends posted on Facebook 

that his 1985 Mustang was having a BD and I said to myself why not. I looked at my Marti report and there it was! 

 

Continued on Page 10 



CLUB STORE 

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner 

(631) 724 - 3756 

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $62 

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $15 

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo               

Assorted Colors $15.00 

Ash colored Sweat Shirts Embroidered, 

with Club Logo - 8oz - $20.00 

Club Pins - $5.00  

Club Masks $10.00 
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LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings 2025 

(Rain dates one week later)  

Wednesday April 16th-Burger King Farmingdale 

Sunday May 18th Thunderbird Appreciation Day  

Wednesday June  18th 6:pm  

Ginois Restaurant Kings Park Plaza 

July  TBA 

August TBA 

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meeting 2025 Thru March  

LITC meets Wednesdays starting at 7 PM  

Hauppauge Palace Diner  

525 Smithtown By Pass  See Ad Page 7 

Wednesday January 8th 

Wednesday February 5th  

Wednesday March 12th 

Wednesday September17th  

Wednesday October 15th  

Wednesday November 12th 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

FEBURARY 

 

Thomas Doherty 

Nancy Rajkowski 
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Pizza Night Meeting  

Wednesday June 14th 

Spundino’s in Dix Hills  

Happy Father’s Day  

Police Surgeons Benevolent Car Show 

Sunday June 25th 

 

Hope all are well and safe. This edition of Bird Talk is packed with all sorts of events and some 

sad news.  Next, our June meeting is Wednesday the 14th at Spundino’s in Dix Hills. Its pizza \ 



Event Schedule 2025 

 

All dates to be updated when confirmed 

Breakfast with “The Boss”  

Sunday  March 2nd Hauppage Palace diner  

Easter Parade- Garden City–April 20th 

Car’s and Guitar’s @ Miller Ale House Commack 

Sunday  April TBA 

National Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

Sunday, May 18th Keyfood Shopping Center Kings Park 

Mustang Ford Show at Smithtown Ford  

May 18th Sunday 

Ford Nationals Carlisle, Pa. June 6th – 8th 

ST Anthony Car Show Dix Hills Centurion Cruisers  

Sunday June 29th 275 Wolf Hill Rd  S Huntington 

Collector Car Appreciation Day  Friday, July 11th 

Smithtown Rehab Center  Wednesday August TBA 

391 N Country Rd Smithtown  Hours 2-4 pm 

Mustang –Shelby Club -Newins Ford   a Pre Register Event  

 Sunday September Sat 7th—Rain Date Sun 8th 

Must pre register 

Mustang-Shelby Club at the Vanderbilt Museum  

October  26th Sunday 

Must pre register 

Food &Toy Drive Brookhaven Town Hall   

Sunday, November  TBA 

Operation Enduring Caring   Sunday November 9th 

 

 

 

 

Cruise Listings 

MONDAY  

Autofest Cruise night 5;30-9pm Syosset VFW Hall 20 Queens St 

 Stop & Shop West Islip Union Blvd east of Higbe Lane  

Main St East Rockaway  @Villa Marcia Restaurant 6pm 

Bald Hill Farmingville 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

Patchogue - Mt Carmel Church 495 N Ocean Ave  

WEDNESDAY  

Village  of Westbury Madison St parking field #4 5pm to 9pm 

Shirley KFC - William Floyd Parkway  

 Sea Cliff Fire Dept Cruise Night  Sea Cliff Ave & Main St  starts  June  13th 

5.:30 to 8:00pm  $5.00 car fee  

King Kullen parking lot Jericho TPK  Garden City  evenings 

THURSDAY 

Milleridge Inn Restaurant  Jericho Starts 3pm 

Downtown Mineola Classic Motor Night  Main St 6-9pm  7/7 thu 9/29 

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.) 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce and Kevin Denis of Professor’s Diner 

Room for several hundred cars 

Kings Park Plaza, Kings Park  Indian Head Rd (Key Food) Sponsored by 

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce and Kevin Denis of Professor’s Diner 

Room for several hundred cars All Welcome    

 Riverhead on the water front behind Main St weather  permitting including 

DJ & Refreshments 

Glen Cove School St & Glen St Sponsored by Glen Cove Fire Dept $5 Dona-

tion info Bob Citko 516-676-0366 

Yaphank Fire Dept Yaphank Thursday 

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street  

West Isilp Villa Monaco Restaurant 778 Montauk Hwy  6pm Room for 150 

cars food & facilities on site Long Island Road Gents-Ray Rendina 516-523-

7130 or 631-661-3838  

Friday 

 Bellmore train Station Lot Sunrise Hwy  & Bellmore Ave Sponsored by 

Town of Oyster Bay  

Valley Stream Rockaway Ave Cruise Night  5/31 to 8,30  6-9pm 

 SATURDAY  

Islip Town Hall 655 Main St Islip 5-9pm 

 McDonalds Sunrise Hwy West Islip 

 6 



7 

Buy & Sell  

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side quarter repair panel, motor, transmissions, fenders ,trunk 

lids, glass, interior, parts bought & sold. Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554 1965 Ford Thunderbird Special Edition  

Landau NOS Deluxe Spinner wheel covers ( TWO ) with Ford Boxes. $400.00 Firm. Plus shipping.  

Frank Del Rossi  (704) 483-9554  

Club Jackets  Contact Elliott Wiener for details and orders  
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Matt Gullo 2004 Thunderbird 
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Long Island Thunderbirds 
             Membership/Renewal Application 

 

Indoor meetings are held on the 2nd or 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month. 

 

Renewal _____ New Member______ 

 

Dues: $30.00 (Jan 1
st
-Dec 31

st
) 

 

**Voluntary Contribution to Club’s Charity Fund: $10__ $15__ $20__Other $__ 
 

Total Amount Enclosed: $___________ 

 

               Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

               Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________State _____________Zip: ____________ 

 

Phone (       ) __________________E-Mail______________________________ 

 

Fax Number/Other Phone (     ) ______________________________________ 

 

Birthday Month_________ First Name of Significant Other: _____________ 

 

How did you hear about LITC_____________________________________? 

 

What is your reason for joining____________________________________? 

 

Would you be willing to serve on any committees_____________________? 

 

Car Info 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Year________Model_________________Color_________________________ 

 

Please enclose a color photo of your car (optional) 

 

Mail completed application 

and check payable to: 

Long Island T-Bird Club to: 
Elliott Weiner 

87 Ruth St 

Smithtown, NY 11787 

516-445-2630 

Email: Bigbird1900@aol.com 
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President’s Message  continued from Page 3 

Saddle Up Partner 

VTCI/CTCI Convention in September 9 – 13 in Grapevine Texas: It’s a wee bit early but I want to give all of you a heads up on what’s going 

with the two National Thunderbird Clubs. For those who are not familiar with the CTCI, (Classic Thunderbird Club International) they basically 

cater to the Baby Birds 55, 56 and 57, and lately they have weakened and now address the Retro Birds as real Thunderbirds. How cosmopolitan is 

that?  The two clubs have gotten together and this year the convention is in Grapevine Texas a stone’s throw from “Remember the Alamo” where 

Fess Parker played Davy Crocket. Not a lot of info now but as we get closer I will update you. For me not sure; Texas is a million miles away actu-

ally over 1,600 miles away and the cost would prohibitive for yours truly, but eight to ten miles to a gallon, and you do the math. However, if it was 

transported that would be another story. Still to new to address to get specific. In the extra pages of this issue there is more info. 

Mustang Shelby Club of Long Island 2025  

Mustang Shelby Club of Long Island/2025: Another early heads up with their show calendar for 2025 and dates are subject to change 

April 20th Mustang Day in Stony Brook 

May 18th Smithtown Ford 

June 8th Port Jeff Ford 

September 7th Newins Ford Bay Shore – Pre Reg 

October 26th Vanderbilt Museum – Pre Reg 

1 Big Bird Model  

Big Bird Model: About a year ago a good friend of mine Skip Panowitz from Mid Atlantic Thunderbird Club informed me that they are making a 

model of my Thunderbird in large and small scale. I ordered two of each, one for me of each scale and one for my Grandson Noah who loves cars. 

Well on X Mass eve Skip send me a text that it is almost here. In extra pages there is a photo of what it looks like. Over the years Skip has been my 

go to guy when it comes to Thunderbird memorabilia and such and I thank him. 

January 8th Club Meeting 

January 8th Our Monthly Meeting @ The Diner: Considering the weather it was really cold a nice turn out of Bird People, and was really enter-

taining was Al Braunreuther owner of Smithtown Auto Trim, our guest speaker. I have known Al for many years because he has done work on Big 

Bird and except for his expertise in what he does he threw in a few yuks to boot. 

New Advertiser 

Also, Al is our new Advertiser for Bird Talk and his ad will appear in this edition of Bird Talk. He is located on 390 E Jericho Turnpike Smithtown 

N.Y. 117874, just behind Hertz Rent a Car. He runs a very clean and neat operation with many bays to accommodate customers He knows his stuff 

and I have known him for over ten years. In 2019 when I was leaving for Princeton New Jersey for the VTCI Convention he fixed my driver’s seat 

so it would look normal. Al is always open for consultation…. 

Front Cover 

Front Cover/Matthew Gullo: Welcome new member Matthew Gullo and his 2004 Retro Bird and a few lines why he bought his Bird. 

President’s Council Meeting Sunday February 23rd: As most of you know, this is an annual event which all or most of the thirty some odd car 

clubs on Long Island participate. The drill is simple, they try to minimize volume car shows which are run on the same date, which does not usually 

work but they try their best to make it happen. Also, free bagels and donuts. In the past the hosting club will offer a stale roll or bagel and some liq-

uids and it would cost us ten bucks and we paid it. Now the anti is up to thirty dollars and as of today I refuse to pay it. This whole exercise is a total 

waste of time and because of the increase, there will a lot of pissing and moaning on that Sunday. For the first time in years I just may stay home 

and watch my cartoons. It could be the biggest circus yet.  

Some Events to Look Forward To 

March 12th Meeting Reminder: Will be our annual detail night. This will be my night to talk about ceramic coating, and let’s throw in some judg-

ing tech help. 

Sunday May 18 Thunderbird Appreciation Day: With both thunderbird Clubs participating. 

Sunday June 8th – Mustang/Ford Show at the Pt Jeff Ford: This is a pre- registered event and will have more info as we get closer. Maximum of 

(125) vehicles, and done. 

…Buckle Up… be warm and safe… and ‘you’re welcome’. 
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L.I.THUNDERBIRD CLUB NEXT INDOOR MEETING 

DATE: March 12th Wednesday 

TIME 7:00pm 

PLACE  Hauppauge Palace Diner  

See add page 7 for information 

 














