June 2022 Notes
A Cook’s Tale

Words to Use

Notes on Chaucer for this story

Since Chaucer’s death in 1400 it has been the position of most
academics and literary historians that the poet did not complete

the tale to be told by Roger of Ware, purposefully or not.

Some challenges in writing in Middle English

While there were glossaries to help me with vocabulary when I first wrote this
story many years ago, there do not seem to be any definitive (then) contemporary
books on grammar for a 20™ century writer to look at and learn about verb tenses or
noun endings, how modifiers agree, and why certain words with nuanced uses are
chosen over others of similar meaning. In the Canterbury Tales, Chaucer himself
changes the language and spelling of words to fit the personality of the storyteller
or the character. So, there is no universal consistency to imitate. During Chaucer’s
life, spoken and written English was very vibrant and dynamic. In fact, especially
in the Canterbury Tales, the poet was urging the evolution of the language along.
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2And whan I savoah he wolde never fine
To reden on this cursed Book a('mgﬁt
Al sobeinly three leves have I plight
Gut of his book right as he rc&c and cke
i with my fist 50 took him on the cheeke
That in oure fir he fil bakward adown.
2And up He sterte as Sooth a wood leon
And with His fist He smoot me on the Heed
That in the floor T fay as § were Seed.
And whan he swagh how stifle that ¥ (ay,
fEit i : : He was agast, and wolde have fled His way,
wmummmf dufiouts | Till atte laste out of my swouah ¥ braide:
%mambma W53 "@® hastou slain me, false thief?” I saide,
m“m. m?ﬁ “And for mg land thus hastou mordred me?
mfnmt%

€1 1 be Seed it wol T Risse thee.”
In my fictional “completion” of the The Cook’s Tale central to the plot of “A
Cook’s Tale” short story, certain letter fonts are not readily available to typeset,
especially to indicate “open” or “closed” vowel sounds. In those cases, context of
a verse is needed to discern the intended meaning of a specific word. Apologies for
my shortcomings. All errors in diction and syntax are mine to claim as well.
Despite them, please enjoy.




Dateline

The tapestries of the unicorn mentioned in “A Cook’s Tale” were only woven a
hundred years after Chaucer died. They are meant as a merciful clue the student left
to give his professor a chance to perceive his trickery. It was the professor’s
character flaw of ignoring details that aided his downfall.
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(Recommendation: Mortimer is the best to pick if you only have time for one of these

books. His is very readable. Though full of facts and researched information, it does not
feel like an “academic read.” It is very enjoyable).




