
Photography Pro Tips:
Lines and Light
Regina Barker, Certified Professional Photographer
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Lines bring 
depth to a 
photo
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Lines in the 
wrong place 
can distract
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Remember 
angles! If it 
bends, bend it!

Copyright 2025 Regina Barker Photography, LLC



Lines can lead 
us and help us 
to explore a 
scene
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Without lines, 
our photos are 
flat
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Our minds are 
happiest when 
the horizon 
and the 
verticals are 
straight!
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Basic 
composition 
for any photo:
rule of thirds
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Rule of thirds
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Rule of thirds
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Composition: 
mixing lines 
and rule of 
thirds
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Closer appears 
larger
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Closer appears 
larger
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Light: 
directional to 
give depth 
with shadow
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Light:  flat/non 
directional
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Backlight 
(almost always 
need flash!)
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Summary

Lines add depth and move the eyes 
through the photo
The Rule of Thirds is a guide for 

composing the scene in any image

Light and shadow bring depth and 
shape to our subjects
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Questions?
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