Cardboard Perforation
Hey everyone, welcome to Rs by Em, the podcast with the ranting reviews you didn't ask for. I’m your host and cable-stitched cabbage, Em. 

Today's topic is cardboard perforation. We'll start with a quick description of our topic, then we'll move to the main discussion, and we'll end on a synopsis of my review of cardboard perforation. 

So to start with, we're gonna describe a little bit of what cardboard perforation is. So cardboard is you know, that heavy type of paper that's really stiff and durable. It's usually used for packaging and for shipping things and, uh perforation is the name of those small holes that are punched into paper, cardboard, whatever, and it allows the material to be folded or torn easily. 

For cardboard, China is credited with its invention in about the 15th century, which means it's been around for a pretty long time. But cardboard really started to be used as packaging, especially for, you know food and, you know goods getting to the store and whatnot, in about 1871 in New York City. It's hard to come up with a- it- it's hard to come up with a history of perforation because it's- it's a technique and I had a lot of trouble finding it, so I just didn’t. 


We're gonna just focus on cardboard perforation as opposed to just cardboard or just perforation. So, obviously for me in my lifetime, because I'm not, uhh I was not born before 1871, cardboard perforation has been a part of my life and around me for my entire life. And I think that there are, like three main kinda types of cardboard perforation. 

So there's the tearaway strip in the middle of a flap on shipping boxes or usually envelopes and it makes them easier to open on the whole side of it, the whole side of that box. There are the perforations that are mainly on food item boxes that are on the edge of a flap and are meant to tear away as a strip. So just the difference between those two, we have the tearaway strip that is perforated in the middle of a side, in the middle of a flap, or at the edge of a flap or of the side. And then there's also the perforations that make, like a semi circle or a rectangle and it's supposed to make the box easier in order to pour from it. I usually see this on mac and cheese boxes. Maybe I just eat a lot of mac and cheese. But I usually see it on that and the idea behind it is that you can push in this little tab and either it will make it easier to open the whole box or you can just pour right from that uh, that hole that you've now made because of the perforation. 

The tearaway strips that are in the middle of a flap, I'm going to refer to them as middle tearaway strips here, they're usually backed with a strip of plastic, which is just to give that strip a bit more strength so that you can really just pull on it and it will, you know, it'll- it'll do its job. And the ones with that plastic strip behind it are the ones that really work the best. Without that plastic backing strip, it's- it's really hit or miss if it'll work the way that they want it to. Um, sometimes it just tears a little bit and then you get half of the cardboard up but it's the top half, not like the half of a flap. And you know sometimes it works beautifully, but you know, really for that one you want the kind with the plastic behind it. However, I for one find it hard to tell if it has that plastic strip behind it or not. And so I don't know until I'm mid-pull if- i-i- if it has that strip and therefore if I can assume that this is going to be a lovely experience of the tearaway cardboard strip because of its perforation, or if it's going to be a real pain in the ass. And because it's so, so inconsistent until you start doing it, I don't- I don't trust any of them. I see that on a package or on an envelope and I say ‘I don't trust this. I may as well just cut this open like with a knife or- or something.’ And so I don't- it's ju- hmm- It's just frustrating for it. 

But they are better than the tearaway strips that are on the edge of, uh of the flap because those always suck. Like it's just easier to ignore the whole thing, to just ignore the perforations and just tear the whole flap up and just, t- ju- and off to just get into the box. Like the strip will work for, I dunno, an inch, maybe less. And then the- again, that top part of the cardboard strip will come up, and then you can't get a grip on the next part because it's too thin and it's just hanging onto that glue so you can't get a grip on it. So you go to the other side of the strip because you say ‘ah, this’ll work.’ And so you pull that one up, and the same thing happens. The same fucking thing happens and s- you can't- and then you may as well just open the whole flap without- just ignoring that perforated- that perforated, uh strip on the edge of it. And you may as well just do that from the very beginning. Like you- you can't be optimistic with that stuff because it's just gonna happen again. I've never come across the edge tearaway strips with- with that perforation, I've never come across one that works. They just don't. And those are usually the kind that you see on, like frozen meal boxes or other food, things that I can't think of right now, but it's usually on food things. So you're usually trying to open them when you're hungry. And that's the worst time for your expectations to just come crumbling down around you because this fucking thing has glue stronger than the rest of the cardboard and the perforations. They try their best but the perforations have got just fucking nothing. They're just useless. They're just not that great. 

But even worse, even fucking worse than the edge tearaway strips are those semi-circle or rectangular perforations wi- they don't have to be semi circles, they don't have to be rectangles, but they are shaped in some way and they're kind of- they're not an edge of the box, or they're not an edge of the flap. They're just- it depends on the package really where they are. But they're usually kind of all by themselves; there isn't another weak point right around it. S- the idea being that ther-s perforations are supposed to be the weakest part of that box. And so it should open at the perforations because it should be the weakest there. They, however, are not to be trusted. They don't work. The perforated part of the cardboard: it- they tried, but they're decidedly not weaker than the rest of the box. Just- again, just skip the effort, and just open the whole side of the cardboard box with the flap to get to the food inside. Just don't get your hopes up. Don't try. I mean like in general sure, like try you know, like in life and whatnot, but when it comes to the- those shaped perforations like- where it's like ‘open here for-’ you know, ‘push in here for easier access.’ Don't trust them. Don't trust them. They're- they're not your friends. They don't care about you. They don't care about your life. They don't care that you're hungry and that you just want to pour your mac and cheese, you just want to open it. They don't give a flying fuck what you want. They'll just do whatever they want and what they want is to be the strongest part of that goddamn box. And it- hmm- can you tell that these- that these perforations in particular have bested me one too many times? While I'm hungry. When I'm hungry is the worst time to destroy my expectations. If I wasn't- like if I'm not hangry before my expectations get broken, I'm fucking hangry after that. I just- I’m- hmm- don't do that, don’t change my expectations when I’m fucking hungry. And there's- and sometimes I don't remember to open, let's just talk about mac and cheese boxes for a second here because it's on my mind and apparently I need something cheesy. Uh, foodwise, not uh, not lines but if you have cheesy lines, feel free to send them to me ‘cause they're funny. But it's like I don't tend to open the box, I'm getting better about it recently, but I don't usually open the box of mac and cheese until the water is boiling and I need it right now. So I just forget to open it before then. But once that water boils, I'm like ‘Oh, yeah-’ (Yawn) Big yawn. Oh. Yeah. Um. So I've been getting better about it, but yeah, I wait until the water is boiling and then I'm like, ‘Oh yeah, I need to- I need to get into this box. I need the things out of it.’ And so I go to open it and I have learned by now, you can't trust those perforations. I know it says ‘push here to open’ and what they mean to say is ‘push here to open easily’ but what it really reads as: ‘push here to just hurt your finger and maybe break your fingernail. Just a little bit. If it's a little too long, fingernail it-s- gone. Not- not looking good anymore.’ S- u- ugh- Done. Just tears, a little bit. Um, but yeah cardboard perforations. Uhh, not to be trusted. Not to be trusted. 

So I’m- I'm guessing that by now you can guess what my review of cardboard- what my synopsis of my review of cardboard perfr- perforations is- prefer-fer-fre-fer- perforations is. Uh, no. No do not like. Ah- they mean well. Cardboard perforations mean well, but I don't know, maybe cardboard has gotten better since they first started doing it. So like they switched out to the better cardboard, but they didn't make better perforations. It’s- I don't know. I don't know what it’s deal is, but as it is right now: no. Just. No. 

So now that we've successfully reviewed cardboard perforation and I've ranted for a little bit, it's time to say ‘see you later.’ My sources for the description of cardboard perforation can be found in the episode description, and I recommend checking them out if you want to learn more about cardboard perforation. They're mostly a history of cardboard and a place where you can buy perforated paper, but the history of cardboard, it's actually kind of interesting. I didn't get into it here but I recommend checking them out to- to read more about that. It is- it is a bit interesting. If you have any questions or comments or suggestions for future topics, uh you can send them over to rsbyem@gmail.com. That's r. s. b. y. e. m. at gmail.com. Just like the name. I can't guarantee that I'll cover your suggested topic but I can promise I'll read it to Fred III, my spider plant who's still alive. You can check me up on Instagram if you wanna see, you know a couple of visual representations of what we're talking about, uh throughout the episodes. You obviously can send me comments and questions through- uh through Instagram, but email is preferred. Please. Um, I will be releasing a new episode every other week, and… yeah, I'll be releasing a new episode every other week. 

Alright, so until next time everyone, be kind, be respectful and have fun. Later.



Goodness, um. That reminds me, I don't know where Sky is. Eh, she's somewhere. Hopefully sleeping and not getting into trouble. Eh, I’ll- I'll find her later. 
Um, she's probably being adorable though. She just- she's real fuckin cute. She's real cute. She’s long haired though. Which is kind of a problem when she wants to go outside because she walks right into the burrs. She did not like me taking off those burrs last time, so she hasn't gotten any on her since then. 
And I'm very, very proud of her. She's really- she's learning how to be an indoor/outdoor cat, and I'm just really proud that she seems to be learning. Which is great because I don't like trying to clip her fur, and the fucking burrs. It’s just a pain in the ass, and neither one of us wants to be doing it. So thankfully she's been doing it less. 
Um. 
What the fuck was I talking about?
