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PREFACE,

I osserven a lively exhortation to prayer,
for the Jews, in the Evangelical Magazine
for January, which led me to enquire into
the best means to promote a spirit of prayer
on their behalf. '

1 found, upon searching into the Prophe-
chies relating to the Restoration of [srael,
my heart drawn out in praver for them.

My printing this Extract 1s intended to
promote a serious concern in true Christians
for the conversion of Gor's ancient people.

The only apology I shall make is, that
my heart’s desire and praver to Gop for
Israel s, that they might be saved.

Your willing servant
In the Gospel.

G. Wuite.

Fuolkstone, Jan., 24, 1B06.



THE RESTORATION

OF THE
T # o
J K W5,
IVE may reckon among the benelits of
the New Testament the restoration of the
Israelites, who were furmerly rejocted, and

the bringing them back to the communion
of Gop in Curisr. Fanl has unfolded this
mystery to the Gentiles, Rom, ii, 25—27.
 For I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery (lest ye should
be wise in your own conceits) that blindness
in part is happened to [srael, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in; and so all Israel
shall be saved : as it is written, there shall
come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jm::uh for this
is my covenant Junto them, whﬂn I shall take
away their sins,’

On this plafe observe, I‘ur-,t That the:

npr:wst]e here explains some mystery ; that
15, a secret thing, not known but by reve=-
lation, and taken notice of but by few, and
hnpppnmg bcumd the E'\peraatmn and Tud-h
ment of I’(‘:l'.HH : in fine, thewhole method and.
manner of txtmtmg which; lies in a great

A3 ‘measure
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measure concealed. See 1 Cor. ii. 7, and
1 Cor.xv. 51, and Eph. iii. 3.

Secondly, That it is the Hteut of ‘the
Gentiles to be acquainted with this mystery,
to prevent their entertai ning higher thnughu
concerning themselves, and !uwcr concern-
i.1g the Israclites: we are, therefore, to
take care, to enguire dlhg::nﬂv, and with

attention, into what the prophets have fore-

told concerning this matter.

Thirdly, The apostle here speaks of the
people of Ieracl, not figuratively, but pro-
Em'!y so called; who were at this time

lmd, obdurate, stupid, and hardened, of
which, v. 7, Isaiah foretold this judgment of
Gop against Israel at large, chap. vi. 9, 10,
Aris xxviir. 26, Iseich xxix. 10, 11... To
this also seems applicable, that whirlwind of
the Lorp, that fury and continuing whirl-
wind, which shall abide on the head of the
wicked ; of which, Jor. xxx. 23, In short,

this is that forlorn condition of the blinded,

nation of Jews, which, taking ifs rise in the
apnst]e&' time, continucs to this our day,
Fourtaly, That this blindness is in part

]upp Ened to Icrael. The whole nation, from

1ts first origin, even to the ¢nd of the hurld
3s considered as one whole ; a certain part
of which ave those, who either have or now
de, or herealter shall live in the doys of the
wrath and indignation of Gen: Aadlaess
hus gelzed that puge vnid.

‘ Fifinly,
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Fifthly, That blindness is to continue upen
them no longer, than tdl the fulness of the
Gentiles be come @ that is, till the Gospel
is preached among all nations of the workl:
whatever, which, indeed, began to be done
biy the apostles and their fellow-labourers ;
but could not be done perfectly, both on
account of the extent of the world and the
shortness of human life, and likewise be-
cause many unations (as all the American)
were at that time unknown. This, there-
fore, siill remains to he done shccessively ;
Gop, in his admirable providence, paving
the way for his word. The offer of grace
was first made to the Israelites. When they
refused, 1t was sent to the Gentiles: but
when the fulness of them shall be bronght
in, it will be again given to the Isaelites,
that the last may be first, and the first Im
Luke xin. 30 ; see Luke xxi. 24.

Sixthly, That when the fulness of thes
Gentiles is brought in, all Israel shall be
- saoved : that is, as our Dutch commentators
well observe, not a few. but a very great
number, and in a manner the whole Jewish
natien, in a full body, Peter Martyr has
Judiciously explzined the fulness of the Gen-
tiles, and the whole body of Isracl, in the

following words © = But we are to understand ,

a limited fulness, and o fived and determined
collection : which 1s therefore called fulness,
because there will be an exact and a very

great

- &

-zreat number of believers, so that the church
shall be publicly owned, and had in grent
esteem among thé Gentiles, just as all Israel
is to be taken for a great number of Jews,
among whom Cunsst should be publicly ac-
knowledged ; not thar some, as well of the
Gentiles as*Jews, shall not be lost.”

From what we have said before, it appems,
that they depart from the apostle’'s meaning,
who, by a#l Isracl, understand the mystical
dsracl, -or the people of Gonb, [:mlsisnng
‘both of Jews and Gentiles, without admi tbng
the conversion of the whole Jewish nation
to Canist, in the sense we have mentloned.
Notwithstanding, this may be confirmed by
the following argumr:ntﬁ

First, The apostle speaks of that [srael; to
whom 111: ascribes his own pedigree, z. 1,
whom he calls his Hesh, that is, s kindred,
v. 14, and the natural branches, v. 21; whom
he L'IIIl'JSt.'.':InIIj’ ﬂistinguishﬁ from the Gentiles,
to whom, he tesﬁﬁea, blindness is happened.
Ail this is applicable to Israel, ]1rﬂp£|'l} 50

called.

Becondly, He Tays hefore us 2 mystepy:
but it was no myvstery, that a veiy few Jews
were converted 1o Corist, i0g ether with the
Gentiles; for we have daily instances of
that.

Thirdly, He retainds the Gentiles, not to
exult over, or <espise the Jews, from this
argument, that, as they themselves were now
: tuken
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taken in among the people of Gon, so]
like manner, the Jews were in due time to
be taken in again. But if the apostle meant,
that the” body of the Jewish nation was to
continge in their hardness, and but a few
“of them to be saved, who, joined to the
Gentiles, should form a mvstical Israel, the
whole of that discourse would be more
adapted to the commendation of the Gen-
tiles than of the Israelites, and encourage,
rather than repress, the pride of the Gen-
tiles. :

Fourthly, As the fiall and diminishing of
Israel, v. 12, and their casting away, 0. 15,
are to he vnderstood ; so likewise the re-
‘cewing nnd saving them @ for here the rules
of a just opposition must be observed, But
the fall. diminishing, and casting away of
Israel, are to be undersiood of the gene-
relity of the Jewish nation; therefore, the
receiving and saving of Israel in like
Manner.

From which it is evident, that Grotius
trifles when he is positive,” that this pro-
phecy was fulitlled at that time when the
idols and military ensigns of the Romans
were openly seen in the temple; because,
that then many, who had embraced Christi-
anity, - together with those who had been
Chnstians before, were exemptel from the
following calamities. To which was added
the conversion of many Jews, upon .the

AN destruction
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destruction of the city and temple ; since
now the truth of Camst's predictions ap-
peared in a much clearer licht, and the
galli lli}mke of perconal bondage had broken
the obstmary of many, as Vespasian and
Titus put no bar in the way: for proving®
this, he quotes a passage from Justin adversus
Tryphonem. But such absurd imaginations
are contrary to the light of all history. For,
during the siege, the whole of the Jewish
nation, which was all over plunged in their
guilt and perfidy, were made to suffer the
Just punishment of their sins ; which is very
far from that salvatien, which Paul here as-
sures us of. [IF any joined the Chrstians at
that time, their number was so inconsidera-
ble, compared with the rest, as that it is ri-
diculous to give them the name of al Israel.
Justin says nothing, but that some of them,
being’ daily instructed in the name of Carrist,
had quitted the way of ervor : which differs
very much from «ll Isracl. We may add,
that by that fancy of Grotius, the times of
casting aw:;y and receiving are entirely con-
founded ; for never was the breaking off
and cutting away the natural branches, more
palpably seen, according to the Baptist’s
praphecy, Jat. m, 10, than at the time
that Grotius imagines they were grafted in.
In fine, the prophetic testimony, alledged
by the apostle from Isaich lix. 20, confirms
onr explanation ; where the Hebrew words
properly
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_prnper’ly denote, the Redeemer sholl come io
Zion ; or, according to the Septuagint, on
aecouwnt of Zion, and walo them that ture
from defection in Jacob. Paul, generally
following the Septuagint, has remﬁired the
words somewhat differently, but to the same
purpose and meaning. Ubserve,

First, That the apostle here very justly
explains Zion and Jacob of the Jews; for,
these are the natural sons of Jacob, natives,
citizens of Ziop ; the others are only natu-
ralized : that name, therefore. primanly and
of itself agrees to them. And then also he
speaks of those with whom the covenant
was made ; as it issaid, v, 24, this is my co-
venant suith them ; bat that testamept and
covenant belong to lwael, whose are ike
covenants and promiscs. HRom. ix. 4. See
Lev, xxvi 44, 45, Moreover, Zion and
Jacob dencte, not some few of Isrzel, but
the whole body of that nation, as Gen. xlix.7 ;
for in Ziom all the tribes had a xight, Psalm
cxxii. 4.

Secondly, The goel 13 promised to Zion ;
that is, the Kinsman-redeemer, who can
justly say, these nve mine, and that in right
of consanguinity, for I am the nearest kins-
man., True it is, Cuanrst may be called the
godd and near kinsman of ull nations, on ac-
count of his being of the same human na-
+ ture with them, which he assumed : yet he
is chicfly and first of all the god ol Isracl,

A0 becavse
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beeanse of them are the fathers, of whom
as wmerrincr the fesh Cupisr came, Rom.
ix. 5. And Ihercfme perhaps, the aposile
s*mL the Redeemer a.h'ﬁl come put of Zion ;
for as the relation, which is ¢ \IHE‘!-,EELI by the
term guel, could not be set forth by the
Greek proueme, he was willing, by this means,
to make up the imperfection of the Greek
langunge by nmmaung that the Redeemer
was in such a manner to come to Zion, as
at the same time, with respect to his human
nature, to come out of Zion. The advent
of the Deliverer supposes, also, such a time,
in which other lords, besides Jehovah, were
to rule over Zion, Iselah xxvi. 13, from
whose illegal dominion he was, with a stretch-
ed out arm, to set free, and deliver his
people.

Thirdly, The work of this Redeemer will
be, to turn away iniquity from Jacol. In
the Hebrew it runs, he shail come o those
that reiurn frem defection.  The meaning is
the same: he will impart .his grace and sal-
vation to those, whe, by a true faith and re-
pentance, shall return unto God. And us

‘they cannot give this repentance unto them-

selves, the Redeemer will hestow it upon
thema Sce dcts v. 83i.  Not only the Greeks
have thus rendered the wouds of the pro-
phet, but also the Chaldee. and fo &urn the
rebeltious of the hovse of Jaeob 2o the dmo.
And to this purpose is what follows in I&Euﬁ‘a
chap,
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chap. hix. 21, concerming giving the Spmit
of Gop in Israel, and the putting his word
in their mouth, The sum of the whole is,
that, by the efficacy of the Redeemer, the
Jews are i due thme to be converted from
their rebellion and transgressions.

Fourthly, As1his is not vet accomplished,
as to the whole bedy of the Israclites, and
yet the Scripture must be fulfilled, the apos-
tle has justly inferred, that in the Iast times
it will be perfecily fulfilled : for, seeing the
foundation thereof is Gon’s covenant with
Israel, and this a firm covenant, stable, im-
mutable, and suspended on fo ambiguous
condition, (for what condition could that ca-

venant admit, which allots both remission

of sins and repentance to Israel ?) it is not
possible, but that every thing shall happen
exactly, according to the promise and pre-
diction. Ind this fs m ity covenrant with them,
saith Goepn. But concerning this covenant
he speaks as follows, Isaian liv. 10, “For the
mountains shall depart, -and the hills be re-
moved, but my Kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the covenant of m

prace be removed, saith Jehovah, that hatﬁ
mercy on thee” And again. Jer, xxxiii.
85, 26, “ Thus saith Jehovah, if my move-
nant be: not with day and night, and if I
have not appointed the ordinances of heaven
and carth, then [ will east-away the seed of
Jacob, and David my servant.,” Add Psalin
i i Cv,
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cv. 8,9, and Dewd. iv. 31, All this being
addressed io the whole body of the nation,
it must of necessity be fulfilled at the ap-
pointed time.

Fifthly, But becouse some, perbaps, might
think that those horrid crimes, of which the
Israelites had been guilty, might hinder that
blessing of Gob from coming to them ! the
apostle adds a testimeny, wheseby Gon pro-
mises to take away their sios ; which-cannot
but be accompanied with repentance and
faith in the Messiah, and the communication
of his grace. True, indeed, it is, we have
not those words in Tseich liv ; but yet they
are in Feaiah xxvil. P, where the Greek version
hasthevery words, erer Aupas ra mpagriac avm age,
It iz mot unusual with the apostle to colleet
several testimonies into one, and to explain
the words of ene passage by those of an-
other, And indeed this obscrvation was of
great rmpnrtam:e for, W any thing shﬂuld
seem to stand in the way of the restoration
of the Jews, it was their extreme impiety :
wherefore there are frequent promises con-
cerning the expiation of the crimes t
had committed, as Peul. xxu 438, Jer.
xxxi. 8, and Jor. 1. 20.

Some, perhaps, may say, are there not
clearer expressions in proof of this matter
in the prophets ?  Why then dees the apostle

- pitch upen these, the force and cogency of

which daes not at first sight appear ? '1 answer,
there

-
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there are such. which we shall presently
produce ; but here the supreme and admira-
ble wisdeom of the Holy Spirit shines forth,
ﬂnnh' berause by selecting these, he would

ng us to consider entire 'propht::::ca which
as it were, he points out to us, and of such
a mature as to give full conviction of this
matter. Partly, that by argning from pro-
pheckes less evident, he might constram wus
to give credit to such as are more clear and
express : for, who will take upon him to
wrest to a different meaning such evident
testimonies, as by the very sound of their
words lead to their sense, when he observes,
that Paul draws his reasons from such as

seemed much more remote from the pur-

se ¢
Should any one desire clearer testimonies,
we offer the following to his consideration :
From Moses, Lev, xxvi, dl—45, Dewt iv,
30,81, Dea, xxx. 1—06, and Dewt, xxxii 43,
From the Psalms, Ps..cil. 14—I18, and Py,
hxov. 9, 10, From Ismah, fse xi. 11, 12,
doni. xix. 24, 25, Ise xhix. 14, &e. Tsa. Ixin,
throughout. From Jeremiah, Jer. iii. 18,
&, Jer.xxxi, 1, and from v. 31 to the end ;
oder. xxxit, 97, &c. Jer. xaxzii. 2426,
From Ezekiel, Ezek, axsvi. 24 to 1theend;
Ezek. xxvii, throughout, especially from
W, 18,3 Exek. xxxix. 25, to the end. Add
Hosendii. 5. All these promises are more
sublime, than that the time can be assigned
: m

16

in which they can 'be supposed to have been
as yet fulfilled, Irom the New Testament,
add Mot xxin. 29, Lake xxi. 24, 2 Cor.
tir. 16.

The reader may please to see what we
have said on this head in a particular book
concerning the Ten Tribes of Israel, from
chap. ix. to the end; where he will find
most of those prophecies carefully and ar
greater length explained.

As from all this it is evident, we are to
expect the general conversion of the Israel-
ites in time to come. not indeed of every
individual, but of the whole body of the
nation, and of the twelve tribes. We chuse
not to multiply minute guestions, either out
of curiosity or incredulity, concerning the
rime, place, manner, means, and the like
circumstances of this mystery, which Gop
has reserved in his power. Let us maintain

the. thing itself, and leave the manner of 1t -

to Gon. We shall then best of all under-
stand those obscure prophecies which de-
seribe it, when we shall be able to compare
the eveut with them. Qur Calvin, as las
manner is, speaks with prudence '111{1 gra—
vity:: = Whenever the lonper delay is.apt to
throw us into despair, let us recollect the
name ‘mystery; by which Paul elearly puts
us in ming, that this conversion is not to be
in‘ the ordinary or usual manmer ; and there-
fore they act amiss, who aftempt'to measure

: i
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.



i i
it by their own private sentiments : for,
‘what more perverse, than to account nurrr.:-
-dible what falls not in with our opinion ?

Being therefore called a mystery, because
'51&E9ml1rehen51hle uniil the time uF its re=
yvelation. Moreover, it 1s revealed to us, as
it was to the Romans, that our faith, ac-
qmesrm;., in the word, mav support our
-expectation, until the effect itself be made*
manifest. We shall conclude these things
with the wish and words of Maimonides, at
_the end of his Mot Nevochim.” But
may the great and pood Goo himself purily
all Isrzel, according to his promise: then
‘the eyes of the blind will he openéd. The
p:npi: sitting in darkness have seen a great
‘hight: to those who sat in fhe shadow of
‘death, the light is aricen.

To this restoration of Israel shall be joined
the riches of the whole church, and, as it
were, life from the dead, Rom. xi. 12, Now
if the fall of them hr: the riches of the
world, and the diminishing of them rthe riches
of the Gentiles, hew much more their ful-
ness?  And v. 15, For if the casting away
of them be the reconciling of the world,
what shall the receiving of them be, but
life from the dead ?

The apostle intimates, that much greater
amd more extensive benefits shall 1edu ind to
the Chiistian chureh, from ‘the fulness and

restoration of the Tews, than did to the,
5 Gentles

:'._Z.T
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Gentiles from their fall and diminution
greater, 1 say, inlensively, ov with respegt
to degrees ; and larger, with respect to
extent.

As 1o iptenseness, or degrees, it is sup-
poscd, that about the time of the conversion
of the Jews, the Gentile world will be like
a dead person, in a manner alinost as Carigr
describes the church of Sandis, Rev.in. 1, 4;
namely, both that light of saving knowledge,
and that fervent piety, and that lively and-
vigorous simplicity of antient Christianity,
will, in a course of years, be very much
impaired. =Many nations, who had formerly
embraced the Gospel with much zeal, alier
wards almest to be extinguished by the
venom of mahometanism, popery, libertin-
ism, and atheism, would verify this pro-
phecy : but npon the restoration of the
Jews, theze will suddenly arise, as ount of
the grave: a new light will shine upon them;
a new zeal be kindled up ; -the hife of Cﬂmsr
be again manifested in his mystical body,
more lively, perhaps, and vigorous, than
ever. Then, doubtless, many Scripture-
prophecies will, after their accomplishment,
be better understood ; and such, as now ap-
pear dark niddles, shall then be found to
contain a most distinct description of lacts.
Many candles joined together give a greater
light : a new fire laid near another gives a
sreater heat, And such will the accession

of



19

of the Jews be to the church of the Gen-
tiles.

And not only so, but also many nations,
among whom the name of Cuorist had long
before been forgotten, shall be seen to flock
ag:ﬁn to the standard of salvation then
erected. For there is a certain fulness of
the Gentiles, to be gathered together by the
snccessive Prea:,hmﬂr of the Gospel, which

es before the restoration of lsrazl, of
which, v. @5 : and another richness of the
Gentiles, that comes alter the recovery of
Israel. For while the Gospel was published
now to this, then to that nation, others gra-
dually departed from Cumnisr: but when the
fulness of the Jews is come, it is altogether
probable, that these nations will in preat
numbers return to Curist.  An almost innu-
merable multitude of Jews reside in Asia
and Africa, among the Persians, Turks, In-
dians, Chinese, Japanese, and Tartars. When,
therefore, by the almighty hand ef Gop,
these shall be bronght to the communion of
the Messiah, therr love to him will be more
ardent, as their hatred against him bhad been
formerly more bitter, And s it not more
than probable, that the nations, among
whom they live, being excited by their ex-
araple and ndmonitions, shall come into the
lellowship of the same faith? Certainly,
the words of the apestle lead us o this.

Agreeably
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Agreeably fo which James has said, Acfs
Xv. 15—17. And to this agree the words
of the prophets; as it is written, ™ After this
I will veturn, and will build again the ta-
bernacle of David, which iz fallen down ;
and I will build again the ruins thereof,
and I will set itup : that the residue of men
might seek after the Lozn, and all the Gen-
tiles, upon whom my name is called, saith,
the Lorn, who doth all these thin g

The repar ation of the fallen 111~L1111L~Ic- of
David significs, the resteration of true and
spiritual worship among the Israelites. And
when that shall come to pass, the rest of
mankind, who never gave up their names to-
Carist, and the nations, upon whom his
name was formerly called, but who, by
their tlmughtlf's'mffﬁ lost the benefit of the
Gospel, will then with emulation seek the
Lorn. Amd what is more evident, than
that prophecy in Isatah—the prophet, chap.
lix. 28, 21, having foretold the restoration
of TIsrael, nrrnrchng to the apastle’s com-
mentary, immediately. chap. Ix. 1, exclaims,
“ Arise ! =~h11"|r:T for thj hﬁht 15 come, and
the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee™
Veric 8, “ And the Gentiles shall come to
thy light, Emd kings to the brichtnes of
thy rising,” &c. Moreover, the riches of
the church at t.mt time are described © .17,
. f'or brass 1 will bring gold, and for iron 1

will
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will bring silver, and for wood brass, and
for stones iron:” the most magnificent
words to the same purpose follow these.
From the consideration of which, Peter
Martyr has said, that, indeed, according to
almost all the prupheis: especially Imlah
the happiness aof the church will be great,
which it has not yet attained to, but it is
probable that it will then (on the conversion
of the Jews) attain to it. We have not, in-
deed, the least doubt, that there arc many
prophecies, both in the Old and New Testa-
ment, to this purpose, the full meaning of
which we ardenthl pray the Supreme Bemg
reay teach his pmple by the event, the
only undeubted mtcrprcter of prophecies,
It is, however, our duty to be modest on
the head, and not rashly intrude into the
secrets of Providence, nor boldly abuse
what we are neither allowed to know, nor
suffered to search into,

TINIS.



