
Privately Made FirearmsPrivately Made Firearms
Privately made firearms (PMFs) are firearms (including a frame or receiver) that have been
completed, assembled or otherwise produced by a person other than a licensed manufacturer. PMFs
are also made without a serial number placed by a licensed manufacturer at the time the firearm
was produced. However, not all PMFs are illegal and not all firearms are required to have a serial
number. ATF has compiled some information on the different types of PMFs and things to consider
while owning one.

Types of PMFsTypes of PMFs

PMFs are categorized into 10 different types. The 10 types of PMFs include: pistol, revolver, rifle,
shotgun, frame or receiver, machinegun conversion device (MCD), destructive device, machinegun,
firearm silencer and any other weapon, and . Here are examples of what each type can look like:
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Things to Consider Things to Consider 

Individuals who make their own firearms may use a 3D printing process or any other process,
as long as the firearm is “detectable” as defined in the Gun Control Act. You do not have to
add a serial number or register the PMF if you are not engaged in the business of making
firearms for livelihood or profit.
Federal firearm licensees must mark PMFs with a unique serial number within seven days or
prior to disposition, whichever is sooner.  
The possession of firearm silencers, destructive devices, and machine gun conversion devices
(MCDs) can result in legal action.

Firearm silencers are legal on a state-by-state basis for hunting only. Review the relevant
laws in your state of residence before purchasing a silencer.
Destructive devices (e.g., bombs, grenades and missiles) and machine gun conversion
devices (e.g., Glock switches, drop in auto sears and force reset triggers) are illegal to
possess under federal law. Possession of these prohibited devices can result in a prison
sentence up to 10 years.

If you are in possession of a prohibited device, contact your local ATF Field Office for further
guidance on how you may discard the devices.

Challenges Involving PMFsChallenges Involving PMFs

PMFs are commonly referred to as “ghost guns” because it can be difficult to track them.
Investigating crimes involving unserialized PMFs can create difficulty in tracing the origins of the
firearm and linking them to related crimes. From 2016 through 2021, there were approximately
45,240 suspected privately made firearms reported to ATF as having been recovered by law
enforcement from potential crime scenes, including 692 homicides or attempted homicides. These
issues have led to some states passing additional laws related to PMFs.

Home » What We Do » Mission Areas » Firearms

Last Reviewed August 4, 2023

WHO WE ARE
About
Executive Staff
Organization
Structure
Our History

WHAT WE DO
Firearms
Explosives
Arson
Alcohol & Tobacco

NEWS
Press Releases
Advisories
Reward Notices
Media/Congressional
Contacts

CAREERS
Special Agent
Industry Operations
Investigator
EEO and Disability
Information

RESOURCE CENTER
Statistics
FOIA
Most Wanted
Download Forms

OPEN
GOVERNMENT
Privacy Policy
Legal Policies &
Disclaimers
USA.gov
No Fear Act
Whistleblower
Rights &
Protections

Site Map
Accessibility & Plug-Ins
ATF.gov is an official site of the U.S. Department of Justice

Keep up with the latest ATF updates:     

»

»

Firearms Home

Tools & Services for Law
Enforcement

Tools & Services for
Firearms Industry

Privately Made Firearms

Rules and Regulations

Firearms Forms

Firearms Licenses

Firearms Publications

Firearms Q&As

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives WHO WE ARE WHAT WE DO RESOURCES 

Search

https://www.atf.gov/%3Cfront%3E
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/about/mission-areas
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/about/who-we-are
https://www.atf.gov/about
https://www.atf.gov/about-atf/executive-staff
https://www.atf.gov/about-atf/organization-structure
https://www.atf.gov/our-history/our-history
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/explosives
https://www.atf.gov/arson
https://www.atf.gov/alcohol-tobacco
https://www.atf.gov/news
https://www.atf.gov/news/press-releases
https://www.atf.gov/news/advisories
https://www.atf.gov/news/reward-notices
https://www.atf.gov/news/media-and-congressional-contacts
https://www.atf.gov/careers
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-special-agent
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-industry-operations-investigator
https://www.atf.gov/eeo
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/data-statistics
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/freedom-information-act-foia
https://www.atf.gov/most-wanted
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/forms-library
https://www.justice.gov/open
https://www.justice.gov/doj/privacy-policy
https://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/eeo-program-status-report
https://oig.justice.gov/hotline/whistleblower-protection
https://www.atf.gov/home/site-map
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/accessibility-policy
https://www.atf.gov/%3Cfront%3E
https://www.justice.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/HQATF
https://www.twitter.com/atfhq
https://instagram.com/atfhq/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ATFHQ
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USATF/subscriber/new?
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-law-enforcement
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-firearms-industry
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/privately-made-firearms
https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-forms
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/federal-firearms-licenses
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/publications-library?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_document_type_1=All&og_group_ref=1&=Apply&field_document_type_value=All&og_group_ref_target_id=186
https://www.atf.gov/questions-and-answers/firearms-qas
https://www.atf.gov/
https://www.atf.gov/
https://www.atf.gov/about/who-we-are
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center

