




PILOT LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

A. INTRODUCTION:

1. This publication describes the requirements to obtain a First Class Pilot license or 
endorsement for ports or waters located in Oregon and Southern Washington including 
Grays Harbor and the Port of Aberdeen. Under the direction of the Officer in Charge of 
Marine Inspection (OCMI) Sector Columbia River, the Regional Examination Center 
(REC) Portland, Oregon, is responsible for licensing all federal pilots who operate 
upon pilotage waters between 42°00' and 47°32' North Latitude.

2. Application may be made in person during REC office hours from 0730-1530 Monday 
through Friday (REC Portland will be closed on all Federal Holidays), or by mail. 
Pilotage evaluations frequently require up to 2 weeks to complete and will be processed 
in the order in which they are received. You will be advised by mail of your results. 
Upon approval of your application you may make an appointment for your examination.

B. AUTHORITY & SCOPE:

1. The regulations governing Professional Requirements for Pilots and the issuance of an 
original pilot license, and/or endorsements of a deck officer's license are contained in 
Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 11, Subpart G 11.700.

2. The specified boundaries for Sector Columbia River (formerly Sector Portland) Officer in 
Charge Marine Inspection and Captain of the Port Zones are detailed in Title 33, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 3, Subpart 3.65-15.

3. The OCMI will issue a license or endorsement as a First Class Pilot with the appropriate 
limitations commensurate with the applicant's experience and with respect to type of 
vessel, tonnage, route and waters.

4. A license as master, mate(pilot) or operator of uninspected towing vessels, authorizes 
service as a pilot under the provisions of 46 CFR 15.812(b)(2) on vessels of not more 
than I 600 gross tons. Therefore, First Class Pilot endorsements will not be issued with 
tonnage limitations ofless than 1600 gross tons.

C. LISTING OF PILOTAGE ROUTES:

1. BAR ROUTES 

a) Grays Harbor
b) Willapa Bay
c) Columbia River
d) Tillamook Bay
e) YaquinaBay
f) Umpqua River
g) Coos Bay
h) Coquille River

Sea to Cosmopolis, Washington 
Sea to Raymond, Washington 
Sea to Tongue Point, Oregon 
Sea to Garibaldi, Oregon 
Sea to McLean Point, Oregon 
Sea to Reedsport, Oregon 
Sea to Millington, Oregon 
Sea to River Mile 3 
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(1) 18 months of the 36 months service must be as quartermaster, wheelsman, able
seaman, apprentice pilot, or in an equivalent capacity, standing regular watches at
the wheel or in the pilothouse as part of routine duties.

(2) 12 months of the 18 months service must be in vessels operating on the class of
waters for which pilotage is desired.

b) FOR RIVER ROUTES: The applicant must have at least 36 months service in the
deck department of any vessel including at least 12 months service operating on
rivers while serving in the capacity of quartermaster, wheelsman, apprentice pilot, or
deckhand who stands watches at the wheel as part of routine duties.

2. Emphasis should be placed on documentation of service in the capacity in which the
applicant served. Deckhand experience on towboats will not satisfy the requirement for
service as a wheelsman, quartermaster, able seaman, or equivalent unless actual
wheelhouse time is documented. Regular watches at the wheel or in the pilothouse
observing the navigation of the vessel are needed to satisfy this requirement.

3. An applicant for license endorsements as pilot may be given credit for experience on
motor vessels of a class not subject to inspection by the Coast Guard and not required to
carry a licensed master or pilot.

G. ROUTE FAMILIARIZATION REQUIREMENTS:

1. EXPLANATION OF TERMS:

a) Trip: A trip is creditable if it passes from one end to the other of the route desired via 
an established channel. During the trip the applicant must be on the bridge, and must 
assist in or observe the navigation and handling of the vessel throughout the trip and 
study the aids to navigation and hazards of the route.

b) Round Trip: A trip in both directions over the route desired.

c) Night Trip: A trip over the desired route which occurs during hours of darkness.

d) Route: Those routes listed in Part C.

e) Observer: A person who holds a currently valid license and who is riding on a vessel 
for the purpose of becoming familiar with a pilotage route.

2. DOCUMENTATION OF ROUND TRIPS:

An applicant for an original pilot's license, endorsement, or extension of route, must 

furnish certificates of discharge, letters, or other satisfactory documentary evidence of 

round trips certifying:

a) Names and gross tonnages of the vessels upon which experience was obtained.

b) Dates and hours trips were made, river mile when wheelhouse duty started and 
stopped, and number of trips made.

c) Capacity in which the applicant served. 
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Someone other than the applicant must verify the log entry on the Pilot Trip Log sheet. 
This should be done by the master/captain of the vessel and is indicated by their 
signature. If the applicant was the master/captain of the vessel or OUTV during the trip, 
each entry must be supported by a service verification letter from the vessel owner. 
Masters of deep draft vessels may have the accompanying pilot sign their trip sheet. 

The round trips must have been accomplished while serving in the capacity of 
quartermaster, wheelsman, able seaman, apprentice pilot or in an equivalent capacity; 
standing regular watches at the wheel or in the pilot house as part of routine duties over 
the route sought. Service as an observer, properly documented by the master or pilot of 
the vessel, is also acceptable. Determinations of credit for dredge trips will be made by 
the REC. Dredge trips are acceptable, but on a limited basis of a maximum allowable 
credit of two trips per day per route. 

This policy reflects the fact that dredges engaged in dredging operations do not normally 
make a docking. The experience gained in observing a docking of a vessel is essential in 
the pilot's ship handling experience and local knowledge. The information on the trip log 
must be fully legible including the signatures/names of those certifying the trip. The 
attached blank trip sheet (Enclosure ( 4)), should be duplicated and used for recording 
trips. If possible each sheet should document trips into and out of a single port or 
waterway. Properly documented trip sheets are the most valid and objective method of 
evaluating total experience. 

3. 12 - 20 round trips are required for an original endorsement as First Class Pilot.

4. 8 - 15 round trips are required for subsequent route endorsements as First Class Pilot.

5. One third of the required round trips shall be during hours of darkness (night trips).

6. One of the required round trips must have been within the six months immediately
preceding the date of application to meet the recency requirement.

H. TONNAGE LIMITATIONS:

1. In order to obtain a pilotage endorsement of Any Gross Tons, the applicant must:

a) Have 18 months experience as master, mate, quartermaster, wheelsman, able seaman,
apprentice pilot, or in an equivalent capacity, standing regular watches at the wheel or
in the pilothouse as part of routine duties, on vessels of 1,600 gross tons or over;
and ...

b) Two thirds of the required round trips must have been served on vessels of 1,600
gross tons or over.

2. If an applicant does not meet the requirements in paragraph H-1 above, a tonnage
limitation will be imposed commensurate with the applicant's experience.

3. For the purpose of this paragraph, with respect to tonnage on towing vessels, the
combined gross tonnage of the towing vessel and the vessels(s) towed will be considered.
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