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EDUCATIONAL
PANACEAS

JOE A. BAILEY

Educational panaceas have been available in
awide and generous variety since cavemen dis-
covered that drawing on walls made excellent
visual aids. However, just as visuals met a de-
cline only to be rediscovered in the 1930's, and
again in the 1950's, panaceas have predictable
life cycles which make a fascinating study.

In Chart I, | have attermpted to show graphi-
cally a typical life cycle of a panacea. A more
detailed explanation follows.

IDEA

The IDEA (of a panacea) usually starts with
a university professor, necessarily onge with a
Ph.D., and most often one from a well.-known
school. Small schools have a difficult time
gestating panacea-producing professors; or if
they do, the professors leave about the time
the panacea is germinated. The panacea may
or may not be a part of the professor’s normal
work. At times it is a part of some other profes-
sar's normal work, who, because he's attending
to that work, overlooks the potential of the
panacea. Gradually the panacea is formulated,
tested, and approved on freshman students
who are always available in large numbers and
do not know enough aboul what they should be

doing to realize that they are being panacea-ed
vpon. Without exception the panacea works,
whereupon the freshman class graduates cum
laude,

Once the panacea is "researched” it is re-
ported in an obscure journal which has a
limited but influential readership — usually the
IDEA man's friends (who also have panaceas
awaiting their turns). It is possible that if the
IDEA man is fairly well-known, a more promi-
nent journal will accept the report. This often
requires that the panacea have been tested by
more than one researcher, preferably by some-
one at a different school. This researcher coin-
cidentally is a former classmate of the IDEA
man or at least a recent pupil who happened to
be around when the “'basic research,” as it 15
now known, was done. Following the publication
there are a series of invitations for the IDEA
man to lecture on the panacea. The minimum
number of these lectures to assure SuUccess is
one. Thus begins the CULT.

CuLT

CULTS are very restrictive since they neces-
sarily have a “we know something that vou
don't” appeal. However. if it were not for the
CULT, the panacea would die before it reaches
POPULAR ACCLAIM and would be tragic for
progress. Therefore (the CULT serves a useful
and important service in that it not only ex.
plains the panacea and nurtures it to maturity,
but it also creates an aura of mysticism that
i5 S0 necessary to success. Too, it creates
the necessary intellectualism which would be
lacking in a so-called “simple solution to a
complex problem.” While panaceas often be-
come, in POPULAR ACCLAIM, simple solutions,
they are never simple in their beginnings. It is
the genius of the IDEA man to formulate the
IDEA and the destiny of the CULT to take the
complex panacea and make it desirable to the
world,

Another basic part of the CULT is a "pro-
fessional organization” and a “professional
magazine." Both are purposely small, some.
times made up by and for only two or three
“intense" individuals who are “‘dedicated.’’
Realizing that the very nature of the panacea
is one of mystery, the need for deep study and

aging female beagle.
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