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Ths Grapevine humor

Tha Fact

Ths Hissicnary cIew
was sant intu the
spot Zirs afier
seasonad cxperisnced
firse fizhters had

refused to go,.
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A State crew volunteersd {o Zo inteo the spot
fire prior to the tiwe that the {issiocnariss
were dispatched to it. At that tize the plan

of action was to catch the spot cn the ridge

top and flank it cown both sicdes. For this
reason the State crew was not ssnt in. After the
wind died down and the spot did not sprsad, it

was decicded to suppress it by direct attack.

A louging tractor was not s=nt in because the
owner fslt the terrain was toco stesp and rough

to work at nizht because of danger of turning over.
The hazards of terrain wers the controlling reason
and not the danger of the spot fire which was

quist and not sprsading.

2, The spct fire #blew up® 2. At no time did the spot fire give trouble, Ii
and trapred the men. was later reburmed by the main fire but sven then
; the spot contained a small island of umbwmed.
: brush that did not reburn.
3. The men that escaped : 3, Maximum slope of the escape route was 55%.

climbad out of the spot

firs on ropes..

No bluffs or cliffs wers present - no rope used,




The Gravevine Rumor

The Fact

L.

The #issicnaries were

i
sent in with ummtrainedi

l=adershin,

L,

The Hissionary crew waa ouch bstiar trained and

organized than the averaxe crew used on fires. Two
regular Forest officers, a liissicnary crew leader and
four Missionary straw bosses provided the leadersnip,
Host members of the crew had been cn saveral fires and

the crew leaders and straw bosses had special training.

5e

The crew was
forzotien and

negzlected,

5.

All evidence shcows that the crew was not forgotfcn.
They wers reinforced shortly after the initial crew
was sent in, They were serviced with lunches within
an hour from the time of dispatch, ‘I'.;.e:-f wers warnad

as sccn as the rain Jirs began to threaten,

e

Tha grew was not
adequately
instructad as to

dangera.

‘Evicence shows that the crew was warned to watch for
changss In wind, firs tehavior, and to have an

escape route planned,

Tha Forsst officer
who called them oub
gavs impropsr

instruetions.

7.

The Forwst officer who gava the warning was in t.he bast
position to appraise ine progress of the oncoming firs.
Ha gave thes best instructions possible under the
circumstances ab that time, The fact that the fire
changed dirscticn from uphill to down canyon after the

men started could not Ltae predicted or foreseen with
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Tha fOravevins umor

Tha Fact

the information available at ths time. Iong
established safsty principls of escaping alonz the
flanks rather than irying to outrum a rapidly burning
fire uphi.l_l thorouzn the brush was applied. The
downnill flank becama the head aad the upnill head
becaww the flany after the crsw had started towards

the east in an effort to gst beyond its flanks,

o
.

The crew was panig:
stricken and the

leadars lost control.

A1l evidence indicatss that the retrsat was oréerly
and that there wers no signs of panic until the last
moment before being caught when even then the largest

numbsr wers still with their lsaders.

g.

The crew suff=red
slcw death in shallow

fox holas,

o
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Speed and intensity of the fire was such that ceath
Was probably instantaneous. They wers probably
knocked uncenscious by heat and gases bafore the

Plames reached them.

A1l evidence on the ground indicates that this was

very sudcden.
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Cthar Questions

The Fact
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yny wsre so many men ; l. The Misalonary spot Zirs whils uncoatrolled

¢ispatchad to a small

spat fira? i

i
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represented a threat capabls of spreading tﬁa

firs to inaccessible Grindstone Canyon. The

initial crew of four men could have sppprassaed it

as they were having no troubls. In order to speed
up the suppression job and get the spot firs
controlled and mopped up at tha earliest moment

it was decided to send in relnforcements. As the
next crsw available consisted of 15 men and was
organized with beth a regular Forest 5er71§:7:oa,

as well as a Missionary crew boss and four Missionary
straw bosses, it was decided to send this crew in as
a unit rather than split it up. By so doing the Job
could be completed faster and the spot firs threat niii
eliminated., The last crew consisting of a regular
Forest officer and four men went in to taks lunches

to the men on the spot fire,

2.

The Forest Q0fficer who:
callad out the men
should havs gone in and

lad them to safety,

i

2.

As soon as the main fire spotted over thas Alder
Sprinzs Road and developed a threat to the men on the
Missionary spot fire, action was taken to call out the
men. This threat developed so rapidly that the
officer wno gavs the warning had tc cross abovs the
onrusning head of the fire to rsach a vantage point

on the ridge above the spot fire whers he callaed to

il



The Fact
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ihe man, The fire wus approaching so rapidly
that uAnecessary time would nave been lost had he
3ried So vutrun 1t and zo dewa into tha spot fire,

Heg reached 4 paint whers he coulc be hsard by the

- =en on the 3pot fire and directed treir escape from

this vantage poini, He rumained as lcnz as he could
Ao 30 aid 1aft only wnea his poaiticn was
trreatensd Iy Lhe {ire. He escaped cn his hands
and nees trgough the brush only seconds befcre his

vectags point was engulfed by the flamas,

Jo

Tho fire blew up 83 a resull of a spot. firs that
below

Pecane satallishedfordone the Alder Springs road

Setweasy e rain firs and the Missicnary spot firs,

™e turbulent, swirling and jet-like effeact of

air current trat developed very abruptly carried

ixia spot fire oul of control. Origin of this

®psd fire as Lo whether it came from the main firs,

e backfire along the road or the turbulence caused
Barrrd Sl =

k7 Lbo two svewssmies colizms coming togethar could

594 be determined. The cownnill flank of the main

I£ire vas in a positicn to resryend to the abrupt

ehange in wdnd direscticn. The blow—up spot fire

Started some 3CO feet below the road.



