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maken at the Sceme of the Tragedy
AUSER CREE. FIRT

October 8, 1943

Q. ihat is your full neme and address?
A. UWillerd y, wWright, Marine Gunner, U.S.L.C.R.

e e

Q. You ca!?\e‘i'n with a company of marines October 2 to help fight this
fire? . :

4o Yes, sir, -

Qs How meny marihes did you huve with you? .

Ao I be‘lj..ev‘e there were 112, sir,

Qe Some 'of! those men m'lére truel: drivers not used as actual fire
Tighters? ‘

A.- Yost of the men were students, sir.

‘ Q. Yere you present when Lr. Hunt took part of Jour men apd detailed
thern to Jack Yerndon and himself to etart cutting this line?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. TWere you up in'the canyon at any. time when the fire went over the
men?

A. T was pért wey up. DBefore the fire started, I head asked Lr. Hunt
if he should start here. Hot being & fire fighting man, I, of course,
questioned the tactics of startimg so closely.

Q. "hat did he say?

‘A He Telt that it was perfectly safe, sir.

Q. Will you giva us iﬁ narrative form what you observed happening?

A. The men startéd up the ravine cccompanied by Hr. Herndon and Lr.
Hunt and proceeded up the canyon cutiing the underbrush and clear-

ing awey any grass that hapoened to be in the trail that they were
i ' trying to form, '

3 : Q. Did they tell you what their intent was in bullding this line?
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(Testimony of Willerd ¥. Wright, cont'd.)

A,

Qe

A.

(o}

It was my understanding that they were going to cut this line up
here aad baclfire from kere. '

where were wyou vhen you first observed the fire had junped and
trepved the men? '

N N .
I saw tie flames caidng across the lmoll of this &ill beyond the
left flank of the path. Xr. Davis vias dowm at the road at that time
and I cuestioned Lr. Davis as to how long they were going %o kéep
the men in here.

vhat did he say?

Le fhouzht it vas getting vlenty wemn end he celled the men and
after he finished, I calleC to the men ulc vere near the I'cad.

You kmew that Lr. Hunt was viith the men cébove Lere?
Yes, sir, he end, lr., Herndon.
o did you have in detail in charge oif the imen of the marines?

It has always been the custom in the past tiat the man driving the
truck would be the group leader of themen in ihic truck; that the
sroup leader would tvake oxders from tie rangers. Thet nas alvays
been cur practice in the pasi, sir.

You did have a truck driver or a group leader, then? -

There were eleven trucks znd eleven Grivers in charge of each Zroup
on detail.

e neve understood that a private-first-class, or a corporal Stewart
and corporal 3ecliwith were instructors.

They are instructors in our mechanics' and drivers' school at Pine
Valley. They are not instructors in fire fighting.

Do you know approximately how meny men vere vith Lir. Hunt above the
place the fire crossed and in the canyon? :

I couldn't tell you the exact number, sir.

But you mean that in that group there were severzl nen who qualified
as leaders, or truck arivers, brought to the fire?

They veie leaders in so lar @s seeing that the men got to tie scene
oi' the fire and were to e given orders by the rangers or forestry
men L] '
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(Testimony of 7/illaxd . Wright, cont'd.)

Qo

A,

Qs

Qe

.A.-.

Were they used to carry out the orders that the rangers gave them?
Did ther relay the orders to the men--the orders the ranger gavey

Yes, sir. '
Have you and your ren been on obther fires already with my oiZicers?
Yos, slr. This is the fourth five I have attended, sir.

Our olficers on this fire were HFunt and Herndon, Had they been

- with you on the Tires before?

To the best of ny knowledge, I never remerber seeing Lir, Hunt but

I have Lir. Herndon.

3

Had the men been on fires or were they some new recruits?

Sir, I think there were approximately twenty of iy nen had never
been out before but wiether they had had any previous experlcnce,
I couldn't tell. The twenty mechanic students tiat we brought up
had been on one other fire that I know about, sir.

You were in complete charge ol the entire detachment?:

My instructions on this fire were the same as on our previous
fires that I was told to escort the men to the scene of the fire and
then vurn them over to the ranger in charge of that particulcr crea.

what happened after vhe fire had crossed? 7hat was the first action
that was taken for evacuating these men?

The nmen that were able to walk came dovm to the road to where our
corpsman was stationed from various angles-~same came out through
this ravipe, others came out over the ftop of this knoll to your left,
sir,

Were you with the svarching party that first. found the three fatali-

ties?

No, sir, I wasn't the first there to find the bodies. I was up in
here.

But you knaw approximately where they wviere Tound?

Yes, sir, I know where the bodies were. I was up in there before
the bodies were removed, ' "

Indicate avproximately where the three bodies were found.

There is'a tree there that is not burned.
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(Testimony of Willard /. Wright, cont'd.)

Q. Above the rocks?

A. Above that area where that sharp bank--where the tree is unburned.
Not the first tree.

Q. WNear that steep bluff there?

A. There were two bodies near the base of the steep bluff. There was
a very decided sheer drop thers. That is as far as I can tell from
here the plece where two of the bodies were found. They were on
the right side and there was one body off to the left side,

Q. Thet body was close to the other two?

A. Sir, I would say that there were fifteen to twenty feet between all
three bodies. There vere two bodies in one spot and anotvher beyond
to the left as you face up the ravine. It was on the top side of
the ravine. ThHore is moxe or less of a flat area there inbetweecn
those two sheer spots, and the one man was to the left of the draw
as you go Up it from here, snd the other two bodies to the right.

Q. “thet about tiais body that was supposed to have been found here by
this rock?

f A, There uvms one on the left side of the ravine.

\

G+ 4 previous viiness mentioned there vas a body in &« sitting position.
A. I viould have to go up there,

Q. I don‘'t mow if you can answer this question. Several marines were
- eritically burned subsequently to the time they were evacuzated from
here. Do you lmow vhere they were when the Tire went over?

A. T couldn't give the exact location. They weie Gown irn this ravine.
I couldn't give the exact location~-all I imow is that the men ceme
up with the group and came out afterwerds to the road badly durned.
One man I know Gefinitvely wallked out but the others I can'?t say.

Q. I have one other cuestion., The nemes of Pfc. or Corporal Stewart
vas mentioned as veing in here,

A, He vas the first man to enter, e wes vhat I tem as a lead~off man,

o

Q. Several of our orficers have mentioned his name. You can concur
" thet he was one of your instructors:

A, He was en insiructor at our driving school at Pine Vglley. He was
the first men to enter the revine, but, as I say, he vas working
just the sesne as the rest of us. s
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(Testimony of Villard

He should be able

here?

Yes, sir,

B

W. wright, cont'd.)
to heve come informetion =s to whot haw

on tie upner end end I wes on the lower.




