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( TESTIONY OF BUSL B. HONT
Teken at the Scene of Tragedy,
'Hauser Creek Fire

October 8, 1943

Question: What is your full pame and address?

E Ansvier: . Buel B. Hunt, 1479 Coolidge, San Diego.

% Q-  Your present position?
A.’ Tra lning Officer in connection. with the Cleveland TForest.
Qe How long have you been working for the Forest Serv1ce,

cunulatively for this and other Forests?

A, - I started to work in November, 1932, end I don't believe I
have missed more than a month's Worh, outside of when I was
going to school.

TR

¥ : Qe You are a graduate Forester?

A, Yes, I had about five years oI school.

Q. A1l of your experience has been in Southern Cplifornia and
your fire experience in country ané type of cover sinmilar
to this?

1

A, Yes,

Qo Will you begin from the time you came dovm Irom Camp :#2 1o
the place you parked your cars and tell us in narrative form
Just what action you took, why you took it and also give us
the personnel the numper of marines, that were in the group,
the marine oflicers that were with uhem and any other Forest
Ticers that were with you?

A, ' Guoner Vright was in cherze of the marine detail. I have
never gotten it straight whetier it was Sergeant or gorporal
Beckwith and Corporal . . ., It has slipped my 1mind righ%t now.
Stevart. 3

e had to find a place to turn the trucks around, so we went
to the flats on the side on the far end down here. we could
see the Ole crew workinz at the lower end on the line down
there., .

’

Q. The dovm-stream side?
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| (Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd.)

A. Yes. Then, vhen the crew was all turned around aud coring back up,
vie met the Lockett men coming down tvhe road so we nhad to pull off
to the side of the road in various vlaces ana let the Lockett men by,

Q. Lay I interject here and ask when you tooi over the contingent of
liarines were there any formalities? Did they weport o you as their

- Fire Boss, so to speak, or crew lcader? Did they introduce them-
j ' selves? '

A, Vell, I kmew them from previous fires.
Q. You knmew the gunner, you nean?
A, Yes, ancC the two corporals, too.

Q. He told you he was in charge ol the crew? They imew that they vere
(=) !
to came to you, for directions? :

A. Yes, sir. After we Lad passed the Locxett men, we came up lhiere and
unloaded the men rizht along in here on the road and told Guaner
VWiright to have this Corporal Stewart, I _suess his name vmas, go with
Jack Ferndon, the other ¥orest Service man, and I told Hcerndon to
start constructing a line up vhe vottom of the draw here vitk the in-
tent of backfiring.

Q. Buel, how far from the mouth of this draw was the fire approximately?
will you incicate wiiere you could sec ihe fire when you started vork-
ing?

A. As I remember, it was across the top of this r1d~e anc up in that
general direction. Of course, it progressed as we woried.

Q. Was it burning down- that rocky ridge?

L. It was running Trom the other .side and working down uﬂere, so I
fighred we bad a lot of time.

Q. How many wmen did Corporal Stewart have with him?
A. Aporoximately one half oi them-~50 men. He was to handle the men
dovm the canyon from where the fire vas and ccross the base of the

canyon. .

Q. His sector was from where the truckwas to the base of tiue Lills, .
Is that correct?

L. Stevart vas to come up here making his line to Jack Tlerndom.
Q. ihat determined your strategy in starting cutting a line on an in-

direct attacl: ratier than getting right to the fire with a direct
ttack?




(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd.)

4.
- with greater success with making indirect attack wheie vie could cut

Q.

'A.

We hed learned on our previous rires tiiis season that we had met
a sihortcr line and make it easier for the men to work.

Your objective was to cut this line an: then what?

To fire it out. To mcet the main fire.

So Jacic Herndon started working up the canyon an¢ I asked Gunner
Yiright to have the other corporal take these men and be responsible
from where . . . for posting them along the road and falling in be-
hind Corporal Stewart and ve ready Ior firing that out when he was
ready to do it.

From then on what happened?

After I had seen that they were posted down there, I started follow-
ing up here behind Corporal Stewart and Jack Herndon. About that
time Jack was working over the top of this ridge here.

His line ceme up over this ridge?

Yes, I had intended for them to go up the bottam of the canyon here,
but after seeing what they had dome, I figured they had done a
pretty good job of picking this locality. They had ¢ome up over the
ridge rather than come up through the heavy bnshes.

Are we approximately on the line here?

\

Yes.

In other words, the line started there and came up here where we are?

. Yes., It didn't go along the shoulder, but right along tiie bottam

vihere the vath is,
llaybe you can make some of these points on the map?

Jack was working on up this way and when I-reached this point I

thought, well, I would go on up ahead to see how they were coming
and determnine what we had in the 'way of line to cut in that draw.
So I went on up the canyon., I had asked the radio operator to go
on up on the point up there and he was to stay at the head of the
group of men for comnunication and we were to have a radio behind, |

The radio man vas supposed to be up on that roclk up there?
You didnt't see him.

No. He was up ‘on the point where tkbe big rocic is.
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(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt. cont'd.)

Q. He was a marine?

A. Yes. 'Then we, while Jack was working in here directing operations
L of the men, I went up on the canyon, I went up to &bout that far
ridge where all the rocks were and I didn't see any marines any
; further up than that so I came back dovn to see about firing out
: dovm below here. I figured it was about time %Yo start firing out
3 because thet ridge was a logical ridze to start firing out, to work
1 , back from, as far as I could determine then,

Cn the way dovm, I stopped Vo ask for some of the fellows to clean
up some of the brush in here around the rocis just above those big
rocks. You see that dead oal: tree sticking out there? I +tiink it
was just about there, right below. I asied them to remove that and
stack it dovm behind,

Then I ceile on dovmn the canyon end I omitted to say, when I was
going up, I met this Corporal Beckwith Tizht in here same place, and
aslied him to send some men Govn to trim this tree up in here =nd make
a seconcary line right around in here. I was a little worried that
it mizht poseibly spot over here. Then I went on dovm and got about

. vihere that group of light Pocks is dovm there and went to where the
fire was coming over this little ridge. '

Q. This little low ridge or the rocky one beyond?

A. I believe it was coning up over this little ridge here. So I just
i took it for granted that it had swept clear across the vottom then

{ ‘ I went back up the canyon here znd I hollered to the men to copme on
dovmn and get out here, right in here. So the men all started coming
dovm and we had gotten about vhere the men are waiting there now, and
it was too hot to go on out.

Q. Had the fire crossed to this side?

A. Yes, it had alrsady gone around, It ned swept all the way across
when I went down the first time.. It was pretiy big im thet nigh
brush and rocks, so e ot down to about just velow tais tree and
it was too hot to go on dovm so I told the nien to come back in here
to where these rocks are. :

Q. as that approximately right in here, behind tais curved bank?

“A. TYes, sir, right a2t the base ol that curved cliff here. I told the
men to got dowm and get behizd the rocks, and as it got zotter and
my heir caught on fire, I told the fellows to lie dovm on their
faces. I don't know vhetier my hair was zeally on {ire or just
singed, but it vas awfully hot.- So I told the nmen to lie dovm on
their faces and cover up their heads. '




(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd.)

Q. Vas Gumner TWright with you?

A. Mo, he wias not up in hiere any time. He was dovn below,

P ]

) Q. Who was in chargé of the marines witi you?
AL, Corporal Stevart cnd 3eckwith.
. G. Tere they in a clo;e group with you?
| L. Mo, I didn't notice either one at any tine dovn below here.
&. You say Guuer lright and the Corporéls vere both up ahead of you?

L. T e not sure if Corporel Beciviitih "ms abkecd of ie or not. QGunner
Yiright was dovm below when I passed hiin earlier.

Q. How meny, cpproximately, of the marines were in your zroup close

enough so that you kmew they were safely Vaken care of &t the

pogition that you had detciled them in?

A, Oht T should judge about 40 or maybe 50 men,

mw
O
.

Where was Jaclk Herndon et the time the fire cane over?

A. Vhen I svatted down the canyon, Jacic vas on top of this ridge, the
first tine, above this cliff watciing all . the time. As I came dowm
the canyon from above the first time, I tossed him a back-fire flare
and told him that when I holiered to touch tliis piece off up zbove
here. '

j _ Q. Then you don't kmow exactly where he was vhen the Tire went over you
people here? '
I .
A. At one tinme, in the earlicr part, we were watching for a way to get
‘out, but e went cbove me. shortly aftervards. I was afraid all
the time that somebody might try for ¢ drew. through the Lire and I
knew it was too hot. :

Qe Are you satisfeid that Stewart and Beclwith understooé your insiruc-
tions to come bacic and get into safe places®?

i, A. I don't know that. I hollered to them. “Wiether they heard me or
B not, I don't kmow. I knew a najority or the men h.ard me.

%. Tas the fire maizing consideravle roaring?

A, I don't believe it vas., lo.

Q. Vias the canyon zretty well filled with smoke interferring with the
visibility?




(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd.)

A, I couldn't see beyond those rocks up in there. They were passing
the word back along the line hollering 4o come on dovn. :

Q. As far as you know, how far up the gulch where any_men stationed?
A. Just around the corner from the large rocks.

Q. .Up eround that little bend up there?

A. Yes.

" Q. Hunt, as I understand, you and the group of marines came into this
cliff here until the fire went over?

Q. Did they stay there during the intense heat or didn't they?

A. T saw a few of them rumning up the hole there but there was too
' much smoke I couldn't see. ‘

Qe ter they haé& zgone down to the base of this little cliffe?

A. Yes.

Q. Was there any noticeable confusion or yelling?

A. Not particularly. There was a certain amount of excitement, of
course. There wasn't any hysteria of any kind. e had seen one or
two men taeking off in the brush over here. That was when the fire

was cauing up from below here, and I didn't think they had & chance
in there so we hollered to them to come back, and they came back,

Q. They didl
A, Yes.

Q. Did they get out or come back?

A, As far as I now they all came back., I didn't see any going over.

Q. Weas Herndon with you?

A. Yes, he was for a vhile.
Q. Was he there when the fire passed over you?

A. I had hoped the fire would sweep over that slope there without getting
' in here.

Q. Did you have to stay there vhile it burned up on this point immediatel)
across from we? '
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(Testimony of Buel B. Humt, cont'd.)

A

Q.

Yes.
Did the South shoulder go out before this ome did?
At approcimately the same time this voinht was burning?

Yes, it was burﬁing on both sides when this burnt in here. I
think this burned here at the same time this far point was burning
over there.

Did the fire loose any rocis on you?
There were lots of embers but no rocks on us that I saw.
Then, after the fire passed over, what happened?

Several of the fellows wanted to rush rizhv dovm the canyon but

we hell them back and waited Tfor it vo cool, I tried myself and

a couple of marines to go dovm but 1t was still too Lot and we tried
up nere but it was still too hot over uhe top from the hot bruqh
dowvn here.

After things had cooled dowm for = while, I told the men to try com-,
ing up here on the bank and e couple of the fellows got tarough dovm
there and they were going on out, so I started back here figuring T

could help some of the viorst ones.

I helped one marine who said his back:as pretty badly burned. I
helped him up over this ridge here anc dovm over this point here,
but it was still too hot to go into the gulley. It vas still too
hot to go on the top so I got in front of hinm to skield him from
the heat. I was still too weak to go up the vank, and finally I
nanaged to 1lift him up, end we got up here to where sbout the line
was highest and we waited there untii the line had cooled dovm some
until he had revived hiriself a bit, and then I helped hlm on dowvn
the canyon to the road.

Did you come on vack after you had gone to the road?

I helped the fellows on the road and I tried to met down and help
the boys set some drinks and I found I wes pretty weak. I had
started up here &nd got about as far as those first rocks and knew
I couldn't make it and I wouldn't be much good. T knewi the other
corporals were in there. vialter Birch brought the hose dowm into
here, so I went baci: down to the road and stumbled dovm to the
road and passed out a couple orf timesdovn there Irom shock, or ex-
posure, or sonething. Then I told the corpsman that e was in .
charge as Ter as I was concerned--in chargé of the men.

“hat corpsman?



(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd)

=

A. The corpsman was the phemmacist with the marines, =nd he had a
large number of bandages, trisnsular bandages, 1n his kit so I
helved baniage the len as much as I could,

L TR L e

’ Q. When you went oach; did you see Guuner iirigat again?

P

A, 7Yes, he wes there.

A0

Q. The narines toolr charge frm: then on in getting their casualties
. out of »he canyon?

.A.p Yes.

Q. Did you Imow if there weire any fatalities in the group that were
with you? ) ‘

A. No. I don't think so. All the men were out waen I left but efter
: I ot to the road I was told that there were still a group of rnen
. on top ané I learned that t4ree of them had veen burned.

Q. vhen you went up the canyon %o pull the nen oubt, you said you had
czlled up ashead to them? Did I wndersiand that you k.d heard then
repeating the message 1o each other up the line? .

\ . A. Yes.

Q. Uhat vehlcles were on the road at the mouth of ithe gulch?

A. T know my pickup wes right around the corner there and I kind of
get mixed up with what happened afterwards in there. I lmew that
there was a couple of tankers down below but I don't remember really.

Q. How did the marines come dowm to Five Camp #2? Did they walL there
or come in trucks?

A. There wasn't any Camp #8 then. They came down in trucks and ‘turned
around in there and brought then into here.

Q. As far as you could see, then, tie Tflve started across this little
gulch by spotting or contvinuous spread?

A, T thought it came by continuous spread but it cane so suddenly that
I couldn't see now it could come . . . I am not positive whether

it was a spot or whether it was continuous.

Q. \jas tiere a great deal of smoke?

A. Yes. I was dovn in the gulley most .7 the time. At the time that
ves evidently taliing place, I was dovm inside or tuc canyon.
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(Testimony cof Buel B. Funt, cont'd.)

.A. .

&
.

o

As Tar as you imovi, how far was Corporal Stewart witi thet group
of rien?

They were in that last group of rociis up there; in that area ve
can see from iere, I believe iV was. Of course, tiey may have made
sorle progress in the time that I came dovm. You see, there was an
interval o time in tlere. .
Wizt was the windé direction atv the tine?

I couldn't say vhat the wind direction was but I lmow uhere the
draft was. Iv was pulling up tie X2in canyon.

“hat I was trying to tie in zbout the wind . . . iWlen it spread,

had ti:e wind changed from the time the men cawe in? As I gatiered
so far, the wind was gradually workin: this way rignt along.

It was on an unfle upslope approximetely parallel to this draw down
here. It Lce more or less jumped sidewvays across the draw.
It svung about 45° frog the initial starting voint?

Yes, it vas about tiis way and in order to meite this sweep, it must
have made an angle about like this.

Anproxinately Southwest?

Southiwvest. It was from the Soutiwest and tien it went just woout
from the tiest.

hat was Gunzer iirignt supposed to be CGoing with his men?

Gunner irigit was not given any deiesils by me except that he was
in general supervision oi all the rzrines.--the way they had always
worlzed at prcvious fires--we gave the orders to the two corporels
and Gunner Jriht was boss, sort oS, over thie wiiole thing.

Ther iie didn't Zave any duties in the caayon?

Gunrer ¥right was vith the marines on this east line?

Yes.

ls duty was to oe in generzl charge of the marines on this ZHast
line?

Yes.

Did you have any men strung out down the wWest ené of the gulch?
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‘(Testimony of Buel B. Hunt, cont'd.)

A.

A
£l

Yes. I had told Guanner Wrighkt to have Corporal Becicwith'!s men
strung out in that direction and I presumed that that was what he
was doing, He must have been doing that when he was down there.

e probabiy would be firing there if that had been successiul here?
I had planned firing dowa the canyon where I had figured on firing
out the canyon first and then carrying from the road dovn here.

Wihich would have kept the South side Trom ourning?

The brealk of Cottonwood Canyon, did it happen now or subsequent to
this?

Thet was the next burn--the next day.

&b any time did any of the crews start cetiing any fires to attempt
to backfire? °

e hadn't done any yet but later I learned that Jeck did set one

spot up there. I learned it this morning.

-~ 10 -~
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SUBSZQURTT TESTHICNY OF BULL 3. MIT
Taken atv the Descanso Ranser Station

HAUBZR UREEK FIRE, October 8, 1943

I think +the point we wented to clear up was the exact conversation
you had with Gunner Jrlout There seems to be just a little cuestion
as to the distribution of the men vitii deleggates of autiority by
Gunner Yrizht. Can you clear that little point up? Tihat went on
during tie time you vere unloading your men endoutlining to Gunner
“right what you wanted the:i1 to do?

Did he turn his men over +to you in any Jormal way? Did he come up
t0 you and say‘he viae in coumend -of the men?

I didn't ask him. I lmew he was in cher-e znd I didn't have to ask
him. T didn't go back to him every time and ask him--and tell him
what to do. C

In your testimony you gave nie the impression thet you ;1"urea that
Stewart and Beclyrith had more authority than the cmmaand of ueresly

a truck crew. Did you have such an inmpression?

Yes, I did.

Diéd you zet thet from Guoner Wrisht?

Yes.

Bow did ne coavey tha at.to you?

I velieve I asked iim at the start how we couid divide the men up.
That's the vay I rerember it.

Did you have any understanding with him that the truck driver of
each truck was supposed to be responsibvle for each truck?

I had been with them once before tiis fire--up at the Oasis Fire at
Iaguna--and in that particular situation under tiese various men who
I understood were corporals. They viore these hats with the bill on
there and there were wwo men.

You assumed fromthat insignia that they vere in cormaend?

Yes.
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(Testimony of Buel 3. Yunt, cont'd,)

Qo

A,

A,

Q.
A,

Q.

In the progress of the work, you gave thei directions asswiing that
they controlled a fairly large group of men? '

Yes, I thousht they were eacl in charze of Tifty nen.
Herndon was uner the same wmresumption, too?
Yes.

Did you axd Guaner iright have any discussions about what you were
goinz to do? Do you remember discussin: that with him?

No, we didn't.

You told him what you were goin; to 4o and as rIar as that was con-
cerned thav was all there was to it? He niade no cormmenvs on the
location of the line®?

No.

Did you nake the sugjestion thet Gunner Jright leave the mouth of
the draw ané come up where the nen were working?

No, I didn't ever give any instructions to him at all because T
assuned that he would be watciiing over all of the nen in much the
same manncr as I was, but he was in charge oo the nilitary men
themselves and I was in charze of the type o vorit they wvere dolng.

You directed your instructions definitely throush tlose two nen,
Beckwith and Stewart? '

Yes, you see there wasn't time to melie any :oe conitacts with Guunner
wright and I only made comments with the other two nmen.

Did they acceot those instructions and obey them and carry then out?
fussdy s

Was there ever any direction as to the possible use ol the tenlker
and running tihe hose line up the draw?

I was told they were too far away. They were dovn on the Tlats when
wWe came up.

On the far west line of the fire?

Yes,

There was no tanker at the mouth of the cenyon until Davig brought
it up, and he got it below and he brought it down, according to
Davis's testimony, and actually cooled the fire dovm so thatv the
first ten men got out withmore ease.
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(Testimony of Buel B.'Hunt, cont'd.,)

! ’ A, Didn't the first ten men zet out before the fire crossed over?-
1
i : Q. Did either of those men hzve hand tools—-were they vorizing men or
j : vere they here and there with the rest ol the men?
! A, I don't remember whetier they had tools or not but they were going
! bacxk and forth giving commands to the men,
1
3
\
-3 -




