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Deon “Dino” Classay 

 

Name of Hotshots LODD: 

Deon Classay 

Incident Name: 

Diamond Fire 

Incident Date & Time: 

07/23/2011 

Hotshot Crew: 

Fort Apache 

Incident Location: 

Fort Apache Indian Reservation, Arizona 

Personal Information 

Deon “Dino” Classay, age 42, had served on the crew for 22 years and was survived by his wife and 2 children. 

 

Brief description 

On July 23, Deon "Dino" Classay, Squad Leader on the Fort Apache Hotshot crew died while hiking out of the 35 acre Diamond Fire, a 

local initial attack fire on their home unit near Whiteriver, Arizona.  The crew was headed to a spike camp for the night when he 

became separated from the crew and unbeknownst to the others collapsed.  Upon reaching the camp it was noticed he was missing.  A 

search was initiated, including local EMS and law enforcement agencies, and his body was found the following morning.  The cause 

of death was a heart attack, with environmental heat exposure noted as a contributing factor. 

 

Links to more information on this incident: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2012_waconda_j001.pdf 

https://www.wmicentral.com/news/latest_news/updated-fort-apache-hotshot-deon-dino-classay-dies-in-the-line-of-

duty/article_a5e53486-b89c-11e0-8758-001cc4c03286.html 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2011/07/23/dino-classay/ 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2012_waconda_j001.pdf
https://www.wmicentral.com/news/latest_news/updated-fort-apache-hotshot-deon-dino-classay-dies-in-the-line-of-duty/article_a5e53486-b89c-11e0-8758-001cc4c03286.html
https://www.wmicentral.com/news/latest_news/updated-fort-apache-hotshot-deon-dino-classay-dies-in-the-line-of-duty/article_a5e53486-b89c-11e0-8758-001cc4c03286.html
https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2011/07/23/dino-classay/
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