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    Michael Bishop   Rodger Braithwaite 

Name of Hotshots LODD: 

Michael Todd Bishop 

Rodger Braithwaite 

Incident Name: 

North Stansbury Fire 

Incident Date & Time: 

08/23/2000 

Hotshot Crew: 

Flame-N-Go 

Incident Location: 

Salt Lake Field Office, Bureau of Land Management, Utah 

Personal Information 

Michael Bishop, age 27, a native of Utah, was survived by his daughter, his parents and extended family. 

 

Rodger "Rodgie" Braithwaite, age 26, was survived by his son, his parents and extended family. 

 

Brief description 

On August 23, Michael Bishop and Rodgie Braithwaite members of the Flame-N-Go Hotshot Crew were assigned to the North 

Stansbury fire about forty miles west of Salt Lake City, Utah.  The crew was helicoptered in to help suppress and mop up the 250 acre 

fire located in steep and rocky terrain.  Around noon a squad of six, including Bishop and Braithwaite, noticed an incoming 

thunderstorm.  With lightning, heavy rain and hail in the area, three crew members moved to a lower location.  Bishop and Braithwaite 

along with another crew member took refuge under nearby trees.  Lightning struck the trees where the three were located, causing 

injuries to all six of the squad.  Bishop and Braithwaite suffered respiratory arrest.  Emergency procedures, including CPR, were 

initiated on site and the injured firefighters were flown to the hospital by helicopter.  Despite these efforts, Michael Bishop and Rodgie 

Braithwaite died of electrocution due to lightning. 

 

Links to more information on this incident: 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2000/08/23/michael-bishop-rodgie-braithwaite/ 

 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2000/08/23/michael-bishop-rodgie-braithwaite/
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