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Michael MacDonald 
 

 

 

Name of Hotshots LODD: 

Michael MacDonald 

Incident Name: 

Walla Valley Fire 

Incident Date & Time: 

06/29/2008 

Hotshot Crew: 

Chief Mountain 

Incident Location: 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

Personal Information 

Michael MacDonald, 26, a member of the Blackfeet tribe, was born and raised in Browning, Montana.  A standout athlete and talented 

artist in high school, he recently completed his Associates degree in Elementary Health and Physical Education and a Coaching 

Certificate from Blackfeet Community College.  A three year member of the Hotshots, he was survived by his partner, an unborn son 

and large extended family. 

 

Brief description 

The Hotshot crew was assigned to the Walla Valley Fire on the North Rim, when on June 27 MacDonald was bitten by a spider.  He 

was transported by fire helicopter to the South Rim Helibase and received initial treatment at the local clinic.  While there he 

experienced an adverse reaction to medication and went into anaphylactic shock.  While being flown to Flagstaff Medical Center the 

helicopter he was in collided with another medical helicopter as they were both on final approach.  Both pilots, three medical fight 

personnel and another patient also died in the accident. 

 

Links to more information on this incident: 

https://wildfiretoday.com/2008/07/03/chief-mountain-hot-shots-remember-macdonald/ 

https://www.cutbankpioneerpress.com/glacier_reporter/news/article_9b9b6c68-9642-501f-a493-26d6559901f8.html 

https://www.bia.gov/sites/default/files/dup/assets/public/pdf/idc012106.pdf 

https://www.bia.gov/sites/default/files/dup/assets/public/pdf/idc012107.pdf 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2008/06/29/michael-macdonald/ 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwildfiretoday.com%2F2008%2F07%2F03%2Fchief-mountain-hot-shots-remember-macdonald%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766919595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4qrAFqjghVbPJYhEeHEmPi2ReC3bWDExJdMPgBBzA0E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cutbankpioneerpress.com%2Fglacier_reporter%2Fnews%2Farticle_9b9b6c68-9642-501f-a493-26d6559901f8.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766926389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FGeAsAspj5TK7AWwAZCrqe%2BfTSacfxMP7e%2FD9fgzrqk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bia.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdup%2Fassets%2Fpublic%2Fpdf%2Fidc012106.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766934400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p%2Ff31QWRaRTZy8OiQMOlmqaZN9Z6eWOeTXo4VSTxtdA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bia.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdup%2Fassets%2Fpublic%2Fpdf%2Fidc012107.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766941347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mlHday%2BrGduDadvoncrrgFcAf9wb5E25dDoTbdc8KlE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwlfalwaysremember.net%2F2008%2F06%2F29%2Fmichael-macdonald%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766912745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TazD%2FgokA1Z4GovGMZOJ6k%2FO2L7Dw6T4mbbPt%2BDZBBA%3D&reserved=0
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