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Name of Smokejumper LODD: 

Dale R Swedeen (MSO-61) 

Incident Name: 

Cochrane Gulch Fire 

Incident Date & Time: 

July 8, 1961 

Smokejumper Base: 

Missoula 

Incident Location: 

Helena National Forest, Montana 

Personal Information 

A native of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Dale attended high school in Rapid City, South Dakota, then graduated from Kubasaki High 

School in Okinawa Japan.  Prior to the accident, he had attended South Dakota State University and the University of South Dakota 

where he had been a Radio/TV major.  After the accident, in 1964, he moved to Florida where he completed his education, receiving a 

degree in Nursing Home Administration.  He later moved to Mesa, Arizona in 1989, where he owned a hair salon and died at the age of 

53. 

 

Dale was a member of the Lutheran Church and Phi Delta Theta fraternity and served with the Civil Air Patrol from which he retired as 

a Major.  He was survived by his family and is buried in Larchwood, Iowa. 

 

Brief description 

Dale died May 1st 1992 due to complications of paralysis injuries.  He broke his back while making his first fire jump when his 

parachute oscillated and he hit a rock. 

 

Rendered a paraplegic at age 22, Dale received care and rehabilitation treatment at the Rusk Institute in New York City and lived 30+ 

years with his injuries while confined to wheelchair. 

 

Links to more information on this incident: 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/1992/05/01/dale-swedeen/ 

 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/1992/05/01/dale-swedeen/
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