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Name of Hotshots LODD: 

Michelle Smith 

Incident Name: 

Crew Physical Training 

Incident Date & Time: 

06/9/1996 

Hotshot Crew: 

Globe 

Incident Location: 

Globe, Arizona 

Personal Information 

Michelle Smith, age 23, was a first season Hotshot and had spent the previous three fire seasons on an engine in the Nez Perce National 

Forest in Idaho.  She was a college junior majoring in Forestry at the University of Idaho and was survived by her fiancée, her parents 

in Grangeville, Idaho, a sister, and 2 brothers. 

 

Brief description 

Smith died during physical training with the Globe Hotshot crew.  While doing a morning run she became separated from the rest of the 

crew.  Although the crew circled back to look for her and initiated a search with local emergency services, her body was not found until 

the following morning.  Smith was in excellent physical condition, however temperatures reached 90+ degrees that day and it is 

believed she succumbed to heat exhaustion and exposure. 

 

Links to more information on this incident: 

https://wlfalwaysremember.net/1996/06/09/michelle-smith/ 

https://lessonslearned-prod-media-bucket.s3.us-gov-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/irdoc/Michelle_Smith_Fatality.pdf 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwlfalwaysremember.net%2F1996%2F06%2F09%2Fmichelle-smith%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766887675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y3KaiqCLf81uUNxdV4sBOw3qonQPpirgL8ull3rlVn4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flessonslearned-prod-media-bucket.s3.us-gov-west-1.amazonaws.com%2Fs3fs-public%2Firdoc%2FMichelle_Smith_Fatality.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde40e083034747db46a108dc6be56b6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638503880766898776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ljjakp7Gsc5zdli5lcm18ugX%2FUpfPUp2%2Feshlc6EYcQ%3D&reserved=0
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