Teit . HISTORICAY FOREST FIRES OF THE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION

# ... ' theH, ¥, Dexxbern mvar ma?axp ci'aak s el gl N
Phﬂ.ip Bm vividly recnlls a ba& Torpst ﬂ;‘a’lh ;ﬁo mtains in ‘the

: utg:%mw Ixizust il Lorebart of Septemder in 185, that bremoed mush

¥alls OreeX &ralnnge Bpd the North Fork of tho Dearborn, Kr. Besn
m%l’?mﬁ:&m m:mnmmmmawwmwm
nexy BOLA" AR M ¥% Diirie 127 %) & amvihpwt
\Ew&ﬂ‘ ‘Tenfers Fork ¢f AN B‘a.&e}:!éﬁ, 2‘9’ weaks $o roach pver 5
s mmmwmﬁu ‘1nty Dia heod b, Rhia Dot n then continued .
buraing Tor tee or thres days 1o ucknpgirgin tim’be« dovn through the hesd
of thig andprer nts tha?aua treek arens.

: A% that $ime Ybilip and his brothera bad rapchies in the foothills cn the

‘.Lomx. ¥. Doarbora River drainags. They also had o sammill locates o short
:-tm ‘above the forks of Palls Croek, The szwmill by the wny was wdoudtsdly
intereating enice itjns eguipped with an overshot water whool for power.

As this fire worked déwn the Dgerborn andbot.hforksoi'i’alhc:-eekto
thraam their sammill, they backefired arees adbove ths nmill end tha'o{;ht
‘they had it and the timber immediately sdjacent safe. Such heveved was not
tho c=s2, miice within & duy or two, a high southwest wind cams vy, stirred
and gtarted khe £ire to spread.ing rapidly down ¥alls Creek, Dearbora drainspge
end seme adjacent areas. The sawmill was immediately criticaly endangered
and though the Beans atdempied to save 4t the firs Yamrmed and wosed 2 wapidly
down towards the foot hills, wp and over Siesmboat Homtain] tnan called
the Deerbern Momtain and t,o its east solpes, that they wore csrpelled to
ride for their lives down country to their ranch at Bean Lake, thinking to
try to s=vs the bulldings thero aad as a last resort to save their own lives
they would tekm refuge 4f necsosary {n the laks {tself.

Mr, Besmn described this fire as a gaging bolocaust 4n the high wind
that carried it along that afternoon that nothing could otof. The grais
and other vegatation outsids the mpuntains end 1n the semi~-forsat foot-hill
arsas had attained much growth and wes very dry. Es dsscrided the flames
frem thoe burning timber aslcaningmaxwhmdreds of feet into ths alr; as
Jumplng acrossscrecks snd gulches, vp the $lopes 1ile a raee horse, and
easily from mpuntain tor to top.

On the particuler aftsrnsen that tho fira made its woret rum’and the
Beannboys were fleeing for thdhr lives trying to koep shead of 4t, end as
%asy ratwnsd to their ranch at Bean Laks, which 43 a mile or two without
the semieforest foothill arcas, thsy found that ssttlers of ths rsglem had
nearly comrleted bvurning o fire 1line over the open rolling pralrie grass
lands nsarly all ths woy from what is now the towmm of Auguste wp to the
feot hills on the Desrborn. I: wes lais afternoom when tho Beens arrived
at aeir ranch, and shorily efter the wind died domn end with ths cooler
tezpsrature of the evening the fury of the fire cdated} then duwrning the night
& three dzy north storm attended with a heavy rain stopred the fire and :

- am¥ rracticelly put 1% out., —SxiwwosTall—thet—seved—tho ranches,
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""-'«'i‘hi! lnad the vinter ranges and ranchu down the line from being further
‘oy this £i7e et the; sm.

] mm bee = mmber of seriously dmmaging fires both forest and
prairis, in Montame st of the Gontémsntal Divide,.” In Feten County a .
ﬁhmber#m-‘,’\li w=s sald that & prairie fire originating a short distance
7 from the’ fewn of Tcisau and carrisd along on a pireng wind dbwnsd in ons

-zad aight all ©x way east .over td tho ﬂmﬂ !orﬁm‘n railrosd tracks

E e d_iqt_s_gm gf Probaly twenty nneu e

nwmx d mdm:btedly troly ‘that §a the partigular sfternoon
~-arom& _Septesber 1. 1538 when the Dearbern oonflagration rajed fpwards and
seriously-endangered the stockman's winder ranges, dimdsrs wers ¥ from
the burning forast sseas gut into tha. pra!.rics ag mich a2 six t6 déight miles
to start asxy 8pot 2 mstnthedrym
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