Incident Summary Page for a Smokejumper Line of Duty Death

Name of Smokejumper LODD: Incident Name:
Luke D Sheehy (RDD-09) Saddle Back Fire

Incident Date & Time:
June 10, 2013

Smokejumper Base Incident Location:
Redding South Warner Wilderness, Modoc National Forest, California

Personal Information

Luke was born and raised in Susanville, California, graduating from Lassen High School. He was an experienced outdoorsman and
wildland firefighter. In addition to working for his uncle’s logging company, Luke also served as a firefighter with CalFire and then
with the Bureau of Land Management as a member of the Diamond Mountain Interagency Hotshot Crew. He was in his fifth season
smokejumping, having rookied at Redding in 2009. Luke was survived by his parents and two sisters.

Brief description

Luke was killed June 10th, when hit by a falling limb on the lightning caused Saddle Back Fire, South Warner Wilderness, Modoc
National Forest, California. Luke and two other smokejumpers responded to the single tree lightning fire, one of many sparked in the
Modoc and Northern California during a two day lightning bust.

While Luke, as Incident Commander, was talking with dispatch about the fire size-up, the top of the large burning White Fir tree broke
off. After reassessing the situation, the three smokejumpers began work to put in a “scratch line” to encompass the fallen burning tree
top and encircle the ground fire. Aware that additional debris from the tree could fall, the three smokejumpers were hopeful the tree
would burn itself out by morning. A loud “whoosh” was then heard, and the smokejumpers saw a large limb fall and hit Luke. Both
remaining smokejumpers were EMT’s and began immediately treating Luke.

Communications were established with dispatch stating the emergency and a medivac helicopter was requested. The jump ship also
returned and deployed five additional smokejumpers, a trauma kit and oxygen.

After being airlifted by helicopter Luke was pronounced dead at the hospital in Alturas California.

Links to more information on this incident:

https://smokejumpers.com/magazine/luke-sheehy-remembered/
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/saddleback-fire-fatality-2013
https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2013/06/10/luke-sheehy/
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https://smokejumpers.com/magazine/luke-sheehy-remembered/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flessons.wildfire.gov%2Fincident%2Fsaddleback-fire-fatality-2013&data=05%7C02%7C%7C34ff9c53171f4ef54b4308dd9f955278%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638842185856949761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8cE9D6hno44DIEJYUtDTuIBwsJANkW%2B9dhy49csbvLk%3D&reserved=0
https://wlfalwaysremember.net/2013/06/10/luke-sheehy/
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Back Row: (STANDING) GReG FAsHANO, TYE ERwiN, DAN HERNANDEZ, PAuL BAILEY, ANNETTE MOORE (ADMIN), LUKE SHEEHY, MiTcH HOKANSON,
Brian PonTes, NATE FocHT, BriAN KvisLer, DoN GrRAHAM, DoN SAND, Derek WHEELER, DouG PoweLL, DAN JoHNsON (PiLoT), Dorsey LIGHTNER
MippLe Row: (KNEELING) DEAN Banbuccl, TosiAs SMiTH, DAVE JoHNSON, Joey MAGGlo, DyLAN Reeves, FELIPE MARQUEZ, JESSE SANKEY,

CurTis MATTHEWS, Russ McCAFrerTY (PiLoT)

FronT Row: (sITTING) TRAVIS MiTcHELL, TiM QuIGLEY, BoB BENTE, KATIE SCHEER, JiM REBENACK, BRAD SCHUETTE, BRAD RicHARDS (PILOT)

Nort PicTurep: JoHN CAseY, RicHARD GonzALEZ, STEVE GRAYDON, TONY HERBERT, SEAN HINES, NATE KeSLER, JOsH MATHIESEN, STEVE MURPHY,
Rick RATAJ, ScoTT SMITH, JERRY SPENCE



