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Kleiboeker Family Heritage Tour 
2016 

 
German Heritage and Hospitality 

The History of Reformation 
The Migration Experience 

 
      Visit Gehrde and 
 Neuenkirchen / Vörden 

 
July 19 - 30, 2016 

Update as per May 25, 2015 
 

Day 01 Tue  July 19  Bye Bye America. Flight to Germany 
 

Depart USA to arrive in Hamburg Germany the next day. Major hubs in Germany for airlines are Frankfurt, Mu-
nich, Hamburg as well as Düsseldorf. Many options for pre-trip travel and logistics for individuals include connect-
ing flights from London, Paris or Amsterdam as well as many ICE Intercity Express Trains to Hamburg and to all 
major cities. 

 
 
Day 02 Wed July 20  Hello Germany. Arrival at Hamburg Airport. Individual Activities. 

 
Direct flights from the US arrive early morning, connecting flights usually come in around noon.  
 
Individual transfers from the airport to your hotel. Hotel to be announced. Recommended: taxi to 
downtown Hamburg approx 25 Min, approx 25 Euro. S-Bahn service to Hamburg central station from 
the terminal is approx. 25 Min, approx Euro 2,50 per person.  
 

Noon:  Early check in at the hotel is planned but can not be guaranteed. Individual activities. Refresh, free 
time, relax. Individual sightseeing. 
 

Recommended Option: Visit to Ballinstadt, Hamburgs Emigration Museum at 4:00 pm.  Site of 
Fred Rusch departure from Germany in 1892 on ship Hansa to England and then Ship: City of Chica-
go from Liverpool to NYC-Ellis Island 

 
18:00 Meet with Wolfgang and dinner at Ballinstadt  Museum, possible outdoor seating.  

Hotel at one of the following:  Hotel Hafen near Landungsbrücken 4 star  
Best Western Raphael Altona 3 star plus 
Mercure Hamburg Mitte 4 star) 

Hotel 1 night Hamburg 
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Day 03 Thu  July 21  Bremerhaven, Bremen: The Migration Experience and the Farewell 
 
09:00 Depart for Bremerhaven via Altes Land (Germanys largest fruit growing area) via Bus, our primary 

transport for the entire trip   
 
11:30 Bremerhaven 
 German Emigration Museum (1,5 hrs ) and following bus-tour: Sites of the Migration Experience 
 Lunch break at “The Last Bar before New York”, a blue collar place next to Lloyds Shipyard 
 
16:00 Bremen. Böttcherstraße, the Old Town and historic starting point of Weser barges to Bremerhaven 
 The Town Musicians. 
 

Hotel. 1 night at Bremen (tbd:  Ramada-Überseehotel Wachtstraße 4 star at Marketplace) 
Hotel Bremer Haus 3 star plus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 Fri July  22 Gehrde, the Kleiboeker Family and Osnabrück Immigrants 

 
09:00 Depart for Cloppenburg. Visit of Open Air Museum, explore life and living conditions in the Old days. 
 Lunch at open fire place in historic farm house: traditional farmers stew. 
  
13:30 Continue to the local inn Linnenschmidt at Venne, a former emigration agency. 
 

Option: Osnabrück market place. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19:00 Dinner at Hotel. Option to meet with guests and locals, planning of next day’s activities 

 
Hotel: 2 nights at Bramsche / Gehrde / Osnabrück (tbd.: Idingshof Bramsche 4 star) 
 
 
 

Day 5 Sat July 23  Family History Excursions and Meeting 
 
09:00 Continue family history excursions. Visit to Hella Kleyboecker at the historic farm in Hinnenamp / 

Voerden. Church Neuenkirchen / Vörden. Evidence of furniture manufacturing site at Gehrde? 
 
Tuchmachermuseum Bramsche: History of linen making 
 
Possible walking tour of Gehrde/Ruesfort, See house where Johann Kleiboeker was born! 
 

18:00 Family reunion with locals at hotel. Meet Ulrike Mangold and Antje Kremer 
  

Dinner at hotel. Socializing with friends and family, Presentations, Singing, having fun! 
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Day 6 Sun July 24  Bye Bye to the Kleiboeckers. Continue Tour. 
 
10:00 Church service at ancestral church (Gehrde, Neuenkirchen / Vörden) 
12:00 Bye bye to friends and family. Continue tour towards the Rhine river valley. Bye Bye to Wolfgang. 
 
 Option: Stopover at Osnabrück historic marketplace and townhall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17:00 Hotel 1 night Neuwied / Engers (The Prince Bishops of Trier former summer residence). Dinner tbd. 
 Possible concert, depending on local Schloss Neuwied summer music schedule. 
 
 
Day 7 Mon July 25  German Corner Koblenz and Rhine River Cruise 
 
09:00 Depart for Koblenz German Corner, start cruise according to schedule. 
  
 Board ship at Koblenz or Boppard, see the most scenic portions with numerous castles 

Disembark according to schedule of the day at Rüdesheim.  Allow 2-3 hours for walking around visit-
ing shops and riding Sessel lift over Vineyards in the afternoon and hope for good weather. 
Evening Weinprobe with light snacks at either Schloss Johannisberg, Kloster Eberbach, or other 
Weingut 

 
Hotel 2 nights Mainz , (tbd: Prefer hotel not next to Bahnhof, Ibis, or Hilton?? 

 
 
Day 8 Tue July 26  Mainz, the Gutenberg Workshop. Worms, Vine and Vinyards  
 

Guided Tour to Mainz Sites: Dom, Gutenburg Museum, replica of Johannes von Gutenberg’s work-
shop and some of his original bibles on display. St. Stephan’s Church and its Chagall Stained Glass 
windows, Free time for farmers market between museum and cathedral and for shopping. Possible 
visits to Roman museums of Mainz. 
 
Dinner with Lori’s Foreign Exchange Family, (Rix’s / Mama Guenthner) at Rix home 
 
Hotel 2nd night at same place 

 
 
Day 9 Wed July 27  Eisenach, the Wartburg and the Reformation 

 
09:00 Depart for Eisenach 

 
Visit Wartburg 

  
Continue to Erfurt, see Au-
gustiner Kloster, Krämer-
amtsbrücke 
 
Dinner at hotel 
 
Hotel: 1 night Erfurt (tbd.: Augustiner Kloster Guesthouse) 

 
 
 
Day 10 Thu July 28  Leipzig and Lutherstadt Wittenberg 
 
09:00 Depart for stopover at Leipzig. 
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In Leipzig see Nikolai Kirche learn about German Reunification and the Leipzig demonstrations and 
events. See Thomas Kirche and learn about Joh. Sebastian Bach. 
 
Continue to Lutherstadt Wittenberg to see Stadtkirche, Schloßkirche, Luther and Melanchton 
gravesites. Visit luther house and museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hotel 1 night Lutherstadt Wittenberg Dinner at hotel (tbd: Best Western Stadtpalais 4 star) 

 
Day 11 Fri July 29  Berlin 
 
09:00 Continue sightseeing at Lutherstadt Wittenberg, then depart for Berlin 
 
noon Berlin, sightseeing as we drive into Berlin. Meet again with Wolfgang 

 
Option: Visit to Frederic the Great’s palace Sanssoucci and park in Potsdam  

 
 Sightseeing includes Brandenburg Gate, Holocaust Memorial, Reichstag (no inside visit), Berlin Wall 

Checkpoint Charlie and many sites along the way. 
 

18:00 Farewell dinner at hotel, Hotel 1 night Berlin (tbd. Scandic Hotel 4 star - near KADEWE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 12 Sat July 30  Bye Bye and Homebound Flights 

 
Tour ends after breakfast and check out. With regard to individual 
departure logistics (extend stay, flights, trains etc) airport transfers 
are not included. Taxi to Tegel airport costs approx. 30 Euro (40 
minutes; car hosts 3 to 4 people), IC and ICE trains to Frankfurt, 
Hamburg and all major cities leave every hour. 
 

Arrival at US destination the same day or individual onward journey. 
 
Extra nights at Berlin can be arranged. Approx Euro 60,- per person in double room incl. breakfast 

 
 
Itinerary is subject to change especially with regard to local hosts and local programs in Gehrde. 
 
Price per person  (group of 20 participants)  Euro   1.880,-- 
   (group of 25 participants)  Euro   1.720,-- 
   (group of 30 participants)  Euro   1.610,-- 
 
Accommodation in single room surplus     Euro     270,--  

 
For reservation please contact: 

 


