Kleiboeker’s

Why and how we got here

The story of Johann from Germany

to St. Louis to lllinois to Freistatt




In Memoriam: We dedicate this first reunion to 2
young Kleiboekers who gave their life to their country

Pvt FC Hubert H. Kleiboeker Lance Corporal
22 Dec 1922 — 15 March 1945 Nicholas Kleiboeker
Killed in Utweiler, Germany 6 June 1983 - 13 May 2003

WWiII Died in Irag in a bunker explosion



a quote from Martin Luther

Glaube nicht alles, was du horst
Sage nicht alles, was du weisst,
Tue nicht alles, was du magst.

Don’t believe all that you hear
Don’t tell all that you know
Don’t do everything that you desire



This information was created from great work done
by many special people

Mildred Moennig

Elaine McCall

Donna Budzier

Barbara (Kleiboeker) Page
Cheryl Brown

Orville Osterloh

Lorn and Alice Kleiboeker
Glenn Kruse



Kleiboeker’s — A very special family

“Gemditlichkeit”

connotes the notion of belonging, social
acceptance, cheerfulness, the absence of
anything hectic and the opportunity to spend
quality time.

Queen Victoria is said to have been one of the
first to use the adjective gemdatlich in English

-- Her ancestors were from Osnabrlick area
too!

Interesting family history, with lots of data
still waiting to be uncovered



Johann, the man that caused us all to be here

Born in Gehrde, 1830, left Germany in S
1851 > v

First of the family to immigrate, helped 'R,
pay for brothers, sisters and mother to f
come to America

Furniture maker / Salesman in St. Louis ™

First wife died early, married again, total §
of 10 children

1865 moved to Hoyleton, lll and bought
farmland

1884 moved to Freistatt, MO

Died in 1900, buried at Trinity Lutheran
Active in the Lutheran church
Educated, strong penmanship
Attention to detail, fine craftsman

Persistent, always looking for
something better




Johann never got his birth date correct
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Johann wrote his “Walk of
Life” in 1860 - 1862

"My walk of life. | was
born October 23, 1830
in the community of
Ruesfort, Kirchspiel
Gehrde, ..........
Confirmed in year 1845
by Pastor Bock.”




Johann and the Hof
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Johann and the Hof

"l was born October 23
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Many families originated from the same area
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Land use in Germany prior to 18th Century

Charlemagne established first land use policy, did not change for
1000 years!

land given as a “Hof” by royalty or church to select persons who had lifelong
leases that could be transferred to heirs

obligated 10% return of what was produced back to the Count or Church

Hof farmers & residents required to defend the Count or Church’s land and
livestock in time of war, at no pay, and provide their own armor and weapons.

More hofs = more income for the Count or Church

Hof: a complex of land & buildings and included rights to use
shared land called the “Mark”

Mark: shared woods, meadows, pasture land, heaths and moors, surrounding
the settlement of Hofs; used by Hof farmers and tenants

Mark controlled / administered by the lord of the land, or local
community of Hof owners

Vollerbe Hof: A Hof with full rights and privileges of using the Mark
Halberbe Hof: A Hof with limited rights and privileges of the Mark
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Hof inheritance laws in Osnabricker Land

Hofs were not divided & distributed to multiple heirs, all land and
rights given to youngest son

If no youngest son, then daughter would marry and new son-in-
law would become Hof farmer & take the name of the Hof

If lucky, new strips of land provided to Hof sons via “Markkotts” or
“Erbkotts”, Practice outlawed in 1618, Marks eliminated in 1820

Other Hof sons became “heuerlings” - hired hands with no land or
future = “Abgehende S6hne”

People not allowed to marry, unless they had a cow in the barn
and a roof over their head

Heuerlings needed side jobs to feed their family
Hollandganger and Flax spinning / weaving

: s




In summary
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BISHOP

or DUKE

A

Maids

Heuerlings

Landowners - granted
inheritable, life-long leases

Hof tenants - owed 10% of all
production to landlord,

death and marriage fees,
protect landlord in case of war

Hired hands & maids -
worked for the Hof farmers,
could live in a shed or cottage in
Hof, small garden and a few
livestock, worked for room &
board, cash from other sources



Halberbe Kleybocker Hof

First written history in 1400’s, but
definitely older.

Located in Hinnenkamp, Village of
Vorden.

1378, people encouraged to settle in
Vorden, new law exempted new Hof
owners from the 10% payment for the
first 10 years.

15t Century, Hof listed as 83 Morgens
in size (about 127 Acres)

In 1550 Hof had 7 horses, 12 cows, 8
steers, 24 pigs & 22 sheep

Morgen = amount of land
tillable by one man behind
an Ox in the “morgen”
[morning] which was a

J

"1:\' lri{ ‘II:_ r.
day's work for the oxen. 815~ A e
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Heinrich Behrens in Laderholz plowing with his milk cows, ca. 1900,
Courtesy of Stadtbibliothek Neustadt a. Rbge.
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Fashions of
Osnabrick
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Life at the Hof

Hof farmer family & heuerlings lived
and ate together

Severe class distinction, with no ability
to move up, likely to move down

Many maids, hired hands remained
single, lived at the Hof

Some heuerlings lived in their own
cottages

Grou
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A Heuerling’s house in 1900
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Why they all left - Push and Pull

Push Factors:
Inability to own land and be free
More Heuerlings than available jobs or places to live
Flax price decline, due to cotton & industrial revolution

Draught & poor
harvests 1s0r

Pull Factors: Yearlv Income
Duden book on his in ¥a|ers
experience in MO / Dollars for
Agents actively maids &
promoting travel xf  hired hands
to US
Letters from
relatives in USA
Better wages g s 1

Osnabriick

Emnkommengetille um 1835 (A. Holtmann, Zeichnung von B. Winter).
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The Journey to the USA

| m Duration up to 60 days,
| - dependent on wind & weather

Lousy food, some water

Same ships used for shipping
cotton / goods to Germany

— Bremerhaven to
Baltimore, New
Orleans or NYC
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What Johann
encountered
iIn 1851
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Johann in St. Louis
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Furniture Maker 1851- 1855, Salesman from 1855 to 1867
Apprenticed with J. Koppelman, Meister Schreiner
record book of all sales
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Johann was always looking for the next big thing
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Johann in St. Louis in his own words
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First marriage to Henrietta Brinkman in St. Louis in 1858

“March 18, 1858 | was honorably united in marriage with
Henriete Willemina Brinkman by Pastor Picker. On September
27, 1859 my wife presented me with a little daughter. On the
13th of May she was baptized by Pastor Schrenk at 14th and
Madison....

...July 13th 1860, is the day my beloved spouse died. She
suffered much with high fever and for 9 days of discomfort
departed honorably and was released of her affliction. Henriete
Wilemina Brinkman was born on November 16, 1834 in
Oberdisen by Bielefeld, Kingdom of Prussia. She is buried in
the Cemetery of the Holy Ghost in site number 2433. "Here in

God’s quiet garden awaiting her beloved spouse”.

Johann marries Charlotte Stratmann 1862, he 31, she 17

Charlotte & Johann’s first daughter, Anna Henrietta dies in St.
Louis in 1864, age 1
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Johann in lllinois

Visits Wash County in 1860 & 61

Moves to Wash. County,
(Nashville) 1865

Buys land from other farmers
(1868) and lllinois Central RR
(1870)

organizes Hoyleton Farmers Club
with brother-in-law

6 children born in IL

Venedy Lutheran church est. first
in 1842, then New Minden, later
Hoyleton

New Minden Church’s bell (2000
lbs) given to Freistatt - 1879
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Johann and family moves to Freistatt in 1884

Railroad was driving force
behind decision to settle in - ; %

SW MO

Land at $6 / acre from St.
Louis & San Fran Railway

German settlement with a -
Lutheran church
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1879 Platt
Map of
Lawrence Co.
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....and many German customs came to Freistatt
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Emma Kleiboeker &
Ed Stellwagen Wedding Bertha & Oscar Voskamp

24 October, 1897 Wedding
8 Nov 1936
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Johann K.

the pioneer
the family man
the craftsman

a life-long
Lutheran

the man always
a few hundred
miles from
contentment
looking for the
charm of
anticipated
success

;S‘S’?



Back Up slides
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Johann Bernhard Kleiboeker Family

Johann | Maria Johann H. Maria C. Eliza A. Johann | AnnaC.. Hermann Gerhard Catherina Dietrich
B. nee Herma M
(father) Dirkes nn
(mother)
Birth 1801 1805 1830 1832 1835 1837 1838 1841 1843 1847 1850
Immig Never 1864 via | June 1851 before 1854 via Never 1854 via 1863 via 1864 via 1864 via 1864 via
ration left New but ship 1855 on New left New NY from New York | New York New York
Germa York unknown, unknown Orleans Germa | Orleans Bremen from from from
ny from New ship from ny from on ship Bremen Bremen on | Bremen
Bremen | Orleans is Bremen Bremen Columbus | on ship: ship: on ship:
on ship: | probable Ship Ship Maryland Maryland Maryland
Marylan | Port of Olbers Olbers
d entry
Marri 1.Henriette | Heinrich Heinrich N/A William Maria Margaret N/A Anna
age Brinkman (Henry Welp, 28 Schnake Jording, Schmick, Grote, 9
St. Louis, Gerstkem Sept 1856, 9 Feb 1864 | 17 Oct 12 March Dec
2 Charlott per 2 St. Louis New 1868 1867, St. 1873, St.
e Stratman | March Minden IL Hoyleton Louis MO Louis MO
St. Louis 1855 IL
Death | Oct 13, | Oct5, Nov 22, May 14 April 25 1837 in | 29 March Jan 30, Dec 8 July 1 26 May
& 1863 in | 1865, 1900, 1904, 1905, St. Germa | 1929, St. 1882, 1908, 1866 New 1888
Skl Helle, New Freistatt Hoyleton Lou!s age ny Louis, MO Beaver Clinton Minden IL Hoyleton
Germa Minden MO age ILage 71, | 69, in age 3 age 90, Prairie IL County IL | age 19 IL
ny, IL age 70 Lutheran Bethlehem month Bethlehem [ age 40 age 65 age 38
near 60 Cem Cem s Cem
Gehrde Hoyleton
age 62 IL
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Alles in
Ordnung

and densely
settled near
each other

134 ¢ Immigrants in the Ozarks
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Figure 6-1. Location of Swedish and German Farmers in Lawrence County, 1972.
The German settlement at Freistatt is a typical compact German agricultural settle-
ment. The Swedish settlement at Verona represents the more dispersed pattern
typical of the later European settlements.



Johann’s book of Farmers’ club members
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Johann’s Life
Story
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Facts about Gehrde

977 - referred to as Girithi, possible Latin naming
1350 - named Gerden

1772 — 7 VVollerben Hof’s, 3 Halberben, 5 Erbkotten,
44 Markkotten, 9 Kirchhof’s, 67 other homesites

Total Home sites including Hof’s / Kotten, gebaude:
1821: 130; 1885: 105; 1905: 102

1819: 34 Members of the Gehrde Mark

in 19th Century, there was a Tischfabrik (table
factory) and windmills for grinding grain

Local church, St. Christopherus, founded in 1251,
rebuilt and expanded in 1823

School first established in 1625

from G.R. Twelbeck, Lagerbuch f. d. Kirchspiel Gehrde, 1867 &
Der Altkreis Bersenbrick, Teil Ill, Geschichte und Entwicklung des Osnabrticker Nordlandes
by Werner Dobelmann, printed by Wilhelm Oelkers, Berge, ISBN 3-921176-32-8



Hof Stories
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Erna and Vera and Ulrike
Why we are Lutheran
Ghost of Schlienkamp
Lawyer’s intro letter



