
Paper: newspapers, magazines, catalogs, 
white and colored paper (lined, copier, 
computer, staples OK), mail and envelopes 
(any color, window envelopes OK), paper 
bags, wrapping paper

Cardboard: soft-cover books, telephone 
books (e.g. paperbacks, comics, no spiral 
bindings), cardboard egg cartons and trays, 
smooth cardboard (food and shoes boxes, 
tubes, file folders, cardboard from product  
packaging), corrugated cardboard boxes 

www.nyc.gov/recycles for more info

Metal: Empty and rinse before recycling 
cartons, bottles or cans, plastic food 
containers

Empty and rinse aluminum trays

Aerosol cans can be recycled

Glass: bottles & jars only

Plastic: plastic bottles; rigid plastic caps & 
lids, food containers, non-food containers; 
rigid plastic housewares (flower pots, mixing 
bowls, plastic appliances, etc.), bulk rigid 
plastic (crates, buckets, pails, furniture, large 
toys, large appliances, etc.)

Cartons: milk, ice tea, soy milk, soup, etc.)
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