








‘The Little Organ That
Just Won’t Quit!

-—Dean Cook, The Solo Stringer

n the heart of the Silicon Valley, nestled

in a strip mall a stone’s throw from the
famous Winchester Mystery House, resides
a Theatre Organ installation that continues
to beat the odds. Angelino’s Restaurant
has had as colorful a history as its 3/13
Wurlitzer Unit Orchestra. Built in 1928
by the Rudolph Wurlitzer Company for
the Rialto (later renamed Venetian) Theatre
in Racine, WI, it missed the heavy use
associated with earlier vintage instruments.

It was removed from the theatre in 1964
by Fred Hermes, noted Midwest T.O.
enthusiast and owner of the ‘Basement
Bijou’ 5-Manual Ex-Paradise Wurlitzer.

When ihe organ was purchased by Mr.
Hermes, most of its ranks were installed
in the Paradise organ; the remains were
stored. [ATOS Historian Tom De Lay
informs us that only the 3m console at
Angelino’s is from the Venetian Theatre in
Racine. The rest of the 8-rank organ was
broken up for parts.—pub.]

In 1967, Steve Restivo and his Father,
owners of the Melody Inn, Los Altos, CA
(home of the ex-Oakland Paramount Publix
1 Wurlitzer), purchased the remains of the
Venetian organ which became the ‘heart” of
an organ) to open their second establishment
in San Jose. ‘The Thundermug’ opened in
1972, sans Wurlitzer, but with a Baldwin
electronic, played while the pipe organ
installation proceeded. The instrument
made its debut in 1973, after nine months
of installation. Additional ranks, chests,
trems and offsets were added from various
sources.  Replacements and additions
brought the instrument up to 13 ranks,

‘shoehorned” into a single, very small
chamber. Speaking into a dining room that
seats no more than 75 at most, the organ
has ‘presence’ to spare.

1n 1985, Roy Dawson and Steve Restivo
sold the restaurant to Ali Mohammed, a
classically trained chef from Kurdish Iran.
Two-years later, he sold the restaurant to
two brothers of Iranian/Jewish extraction,
David and Habib Tabibian, who remodeled

. the place in 1990, and changed the name

from ‘The Thundermug’ to ‘Angelino’s’.
Gone was the old 70’s funk, replaced by a
more modern appearance that was designed
to be more in keeping with the image of
a contemporary Italian Restaurant. Habib
left the partnership in 1989, replaced by a
third brother, Shawn. Yet another Tabibian
brother, Rami, joined the roster of owners a
year later, and Shawn left soon afiier that. In
2000, David Tabibian sold his interest to
Rami, making him sole owner until 2003,
when...

UPCOMING EVENTS

These are well covered elsewhere in this issue.

OTHER VENUES

Angelino’s, 3/13 Wurlitzer, 3131 Williams
Rd., San Jose, CA. Fridays & Saturdays,
6 to 9 PM. Dean Cook or Don Creom.
408/243-6095

Bella Roma Pizza, 3/16 Wurlitzer, 4040
Alhambra Ave., Martinez, CA. Dave
Moreno, Bob Reichert, Kevin King at
the console. 925/228-4935

Castro Theatre, 4/22 Wurlitzer, 429 Castro
St., SF, CA. Intermission music played daily
by David Hegarty or Warren Lubich.
415/621-6120 www.castrotheatre.com

{to be continued)

"~ Grand Ave., Oakland, CA.

Grand Lake Theatre, 3/18 Wurlitzér, 3200
Intermission
music: Warren Lubich (Fridays) & Kevin
King (Saturdays). 510/452-3556""
Palace of the Legion of Honor, 4/63, EM
Skinner, Lincoln Park, SF Presidio, SF,
CA. Saturdays & Sundays from 4:00 to
4:45 PM. Free after Museum Admission.
David Hegarty or Keith Thompson
play an Organ Pops Concert on some
weekends, other artists play classical
concerts on other weekends. 415/750-3600
www.legionofhonor.org

Paramount Theatre, 4/26 Wurlitzer, 2025
Broadway, Oakland, CA. Public Tours are
on 1% & 37 Saturdays of the month at 10
AM. Nominal Admission. 510/465-6400
Stanford Theatre, 3/21 Wurlitzer, 221
University Ave., Palo Alto, CA. Sileit
films with organ accompaniment by
various artists on Saturdays. 650/324-3700
www.stanfordiheatre.org

Towe Auto Museum, 3/15 Waurlitzer,
2200 Front St., Sacramento, CA. Free
Sunday concerts with museum admission.
(Exceptions, Sierra Chapter Concerts)
www.sierrachapteratos.org .
Visalia Fox Theatre, 4/22 Wurlitzer, 300 Main

 St., Visalia, CA. 559/625-1FOX (1369)

OTHER CHAPTERS

Sierra Chapter ATOS, Sacramento, CA.

www.sierrachapteratos.org
Silent Film The Black Pirate (1926),

Douglas Fairbanks, 3/15 Wurlitzer
accompaniment by Bob Salisbury, Friday,
May 19, 2006 at 8:00 PM. Towe Auto
Museum, 2200 Front St.', Sacramento, CA
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Your Name:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NOR-CAL THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY, Inc.
A Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society

ATOS is dedicated to promoting the tradition of the theatre pipe organ and public understanding and appreciation of the
instrument and its music, and shall aid in any way possible the preservation of theatre organs through rehabilitation of instruments
and fostering the arts of playing, building, voicing and maintenance. If you would like to join us, please write or call:

Mr. Neal R. Wood at (415)861-7082 <nealwood@pacbell.net> , PO Box 27238, Oakland, California 94602-0438.

Your Spouse’s Name:

) e

Address:
Phone: Occupation:
Dues are $40 National ATOS and $20 Nor-Cal ($60 total) per year. Spouse and children living at home may be included
E_I in your membership. We hope you will join us to help preserve and enjoy these great instruments. rE
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