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KEVIN KING will ‘present a concert for us on
Sunday, February 4 on the 3-manual. WurditZer
at the: Bella Roma Restaurant, 4040 Alhambra
Ave., Martinez, The restaurant will open at 1 p.m;
for food service. The varied menu includes pizza,
sandwiches, and. other items. The concert will be-
ginat T pom.

Kevin is featured Friday and Saturday evenings
at the Bella Roma. He also plays relief at the Cas-
tro. and. Stanford ‘Theatrss, and has been featuraed
in concert for other ATOS chapters in Califorfia
and: Colorado, Kevin and his parents” have long
been members of Nor-Cal. A skilled technician as
well a5 a talented organist; Kevin has installed all

in concert ot the

Bello. Roma Restourant
SUNDHY FEBRUARY, 4

ot1pm.

Tthe fetal Winding at the Sta Theatre and is
completing the metal winding. for the Nor-Cal
Chapter Wurlitzer in-Berkeley, where he has:been
an active member-of the installation for the past
three years.

To reach: the Bella ‘Boma from Interstate 80, éxit at
Route 4, near Hercules and Pinole, Travel east on - Route
4. approximately five mites, Exit on Alhambra Ave. Drive
north about one-half mile. The Bella Roma-is on the west
side of ‘the street. From [nterstate 880, northwest 6F Can-
cord; exit on Route 4.westbound, Driverabout 1% miles
and “exit-on: Athambra, Drive north as above; Telephone:
415-228-4935. We would once again like 1o thank Sher
Ciaramitaro, owner..of the Bella- Roma; for her kind
hospitality.
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The meeting was held at the home of Treasurer, Kevin King, 3106
Shetffisld Avenue, Oakland, 94602 Directors present were Chairiman,
Harold Soderstom, Viee-Chalrman Rudy Frey, Treasurer, Kevin
King, Janice Wendell, Carl Pinnow, Jim Jeskey, Bill Sehlotter, and
Doris Taylor. Secretary Art Woodworth was excused, Visitors prés-

-~ ent were: Membership Secretary John O'Neill, Marilyn Pinnow;
Technical Committee Chairman Lowell Wendell, Westley Cavett and
David Bariks.

Reading of the minutes of the August meeting was deferred until
the December meeting. The Treasurer’s report was accepted. ATOS
National President John Ledwon sent & letter stating that ATOS has
16 weeks worth of recorded organ music suitable for radio broad-
casting. He asks of any chapters have local stations which would put
it on the air. Also. copies of the Theatre 1Organ Journal area avail-
able to be placed in public libraries. National is also reguesting
names of any persons interested in running for the National Board.
Contact Jack Moelman with the -names of qualified candidates.

There was considerable discussion regarding the 1991 Convention.
Following discussion, it was voted to not join the Pacific Council
of Organ Clubs. The Organ Technical Committes expects to have all
33 ranks of the Chapter pipe organ playing for the Convention. The
Solo Chamber winding and- wiring ate done, the Main Chamber is 80
per cent done, and erection is well underway in the "Perfound
Chamber. The Computer Relay is on hapd and final wiring 1o pto-
vide power 1o 1t is in process. Ed Stout, Dick Taylor and Clark
Wilson will tonally finish the organ starting after Easter 1991, ~

December Directors Meeting

The meeting was held at Mr. Q’s Restaurant in Tiburon. Directors
present were Rudy Frey, dim Jeskey, Carl Pinnow, Bill Schiotter,
Harold Soderstom Janice Wendell, Art Woodworth, and Past Chair-
man Lowell Wendell Directors Kevm King and Doris Tavior were
excused. Also present were Jack O'Neill. Marilyn Pinnow, and Mary
Anne Soderstom.

Minutes of the October 13 meeting were approved as corrected
{to indicate tonal finishing of the Chapter pipe organ will start
atter Easter 1990 not 1991). Details of the 1991 Convention were
discussed . |t was agreed that the speakers for the Rodgers electronic
organ in the Berkeley Community Theatre would be removed from

the tone chute arcas after the December 10 Annual Membership

Meetmg due to the difficulty in removing them later (the pipe organ
installation will make removal increasingly difficult).

Chairman’s Corner BEEE

With this column | say “Farewell! a8 outgoing Chairman, | ve grown
4 lot. This has been a new experience. The Organ is nearing com:

pletion. Thanks for vour support. .
a4

Bisifioi ol sl siblinie L nCidl il s B L e e
The 1991 ATOS National Convention Chapter Planning Committee
will have it's next meeting on April 7, 1990 at 7 p.m. at the home of
Lowell and Jan Wendell.

We still need members who are willing to head up sub-commiitees
ifor publicity and the Record Shop. We also still need additional

people to assist in all of the other areas such as transportation, pac-
kets, and reqrstratron‘ Please pitch in to help make the 1991 Conven-
tion a great success.
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. action church organ (man

Joyee Henningsen of Ye Olde Pizza Joint lwite of Carsten) under-
went spinal surgery January 2. No visitors oo flowers, please. All of
us in Nor-Cal wish her a speedy recovery.

Bill Elliot, Empress Theater owner unner'/nm colon surgery Iastf
December and is recovering at home. We wish hrm a speedy recovery

Post Earthquake Fate of Empress Theatre: B /1 forwarded the fo§
lowing to the Editor on January 2, 1990,

“To give an earthquake update on the E~press Theatre, VaHeJo
for ‘the Nor-Cal Theatre Organ Society, th 45 no physical dam-
age.to the theatre building and.only a co f.the.
pines were out of vertical. However the fal-ur fro '

San Francisco unreinforced masonry buildings, has created a framrc
situation in the Vallejo Building Departmen, .
concerning remforcmg brick walls is frrst criority. The Empress s
‘an 80 vear old building of brick and will recuire an ingineering study
with complete plans for reinforcement. A ct\/wood diaphragm on
the roof and under the main floor tied to tn= walls and a steel frame
inside the building bracing the walls and trasses is required. Rough
; estimates took like $200,000. Unless the budding can be gotten into
a nonprofit organization and a grant obtain=d for the repairs, it ap-
pears at this time, the '89 Earthquake has wiped out the Empress
lthe City will require demolition) just s ner 3 manual, 12 rank
Wurlitzer was getting in top form. tf any 55 the m’embership have
ideas on how 1o salvage the theatre, please [2. me know

Ted and Helen Lloyd, our most distant memibers (they five in Aus-
tralia) send Best Wishes & Seasons Greetmqs o all Nor-Cal members

Last month we reported the marriage of David Reese (of Bella Roma
fame) and Marsha Bergstrom. Shortly afier, we learned that Dave's
_mother Armanda (Army) Walker and Frank Warden were marricd o
scant three days later (12/12/89)‘ 'Congra:utations o Frank 'a'nd‘
Best Wishes 1o Army!l

i

Former Nor-Cal member Martin Lnley of Ersmont, for the last few
yvears has concentrated his interest in plaver pianos, He owns five
grand planos, an upright, a Foresetzer, ar a Ropert-Morton Pipe
Organ, He has just purchased a complete Ezner Willis 3/28 tracker

i C tor n of the century in.
England, by one of that coum;ry s premier suilders). which will soon
be removed from the church in which it wss orginally installed and
shipped to Fremont! The organ features four divisions, decorated
tacade pipes: 3 sets of 16%s in the pedal division, and for a low pres-
sure organ, some really powerful solo reecs For those not familiar
with tracker organs, the only electrical component s the blower
motor! All controls between the console a2 the speaking pipes are
mechanically connected. Only the Solo Duision s in a swell box.
Martin plansa 40x40 addition to his house 1o contain the organ.

Record Review |

Congratulations to Jim nggs and the Oakjand Paramount on the re-
lease of a really fine cassette tape entities Paramount on Parade
dedicated to the memory of Jim Rosevesr=. With jacket notes and
color photographs by Steve Levin, the appzarance of the cassette is
one of the nicest we've seen, The music inc uded is very well played
and the amount is geoerous. The quality of the digital recording by
Dick Clay. combined with the accolistics ¢ “he Oakland Paramount

make this a must buyl We'll ler vou disoover the se!ectrons for
vourselfl &
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OPENING NIGHT AT THE STANFORD THEATRE

Last but not least the theatre organ: Nor-Cal mernbers, princip-

ally “Dave Banks, Catl Pinnow, CIif Luscher and Kevin King in
collaboration with David Packard pulled off a triumph of rebuilding
and restoration ‘of the Grauman’s Theatre WurliTzer: Iis three man-
uals now operate a total of 22 ranks, two Skinner ranks having.been
added to the original 18 WurliTzer ones.. Although- the organ-was
operational on opening night as far as direct, manual operation of
the stops was concerned, Mr. Packard is in the process of preparing
a computer program to-control & combination preset system to'bring
the instriment up to concert standard. Tom Hazleton enteriained us
on opening night in. true. moviegoers’ style with selections of hit
meladies from the 1920s and 1930s for nearly an hour before the
program began and by request after the movie had been shown: To
my ears, the sound-was rich and totally consistent-wherever you sat
in the theatre. Hopefully; with the ‘completion of the computerized
combination preset system, the Stanford Theatre willbecome a very
popular theatre organ. concert venue where it is sorely needed in the
West ‘Bay. in the meantitne, vou can catch sgme very enteftaining
theatre-pipe organ music at all the evening performanees, including
oceasional accompaniments to silent movies. Artists:who.have .al:
ready played at the Stanford include Bob Vaughn, dim RBiggs, Larry
Vannucei, Kevin King, Dennis Scottand Chris Elliott.

Opening Night, University Avenue

Vintage: Packards, Rolls-Royces-and model Ts were parked.in front
of the Stanford Theatre on Friday,; December 8 in downtown Palo
Alto: while 'a sgarchlight’s beam pierced the foogy night, 20th Cen-
tury Fox style. The occasion — the gpening night of the refurbished
Stanford Theatre, a 1925 movie palace that two yearsiago was al-
most gutted 1o house. ancther cluster:of boutigues on University
Avenue. Fortunately, David Packard; who heads thePackard founda-
tion; saw the potential of the Stanford Theatre as a showcase for the
golden age of Hollywood movies, 1o beseen by an appreciative audi-
ence in the proper surroundings. As a result of discussionswith Nor
Cal; the “propersurroundings’” now include the beautifully restored;
and enlarged WurliTzer theatre pipe orgart originally housed in-Grau-
man’s Chinese theatre in Hollywood. All of this has taken alot time, . The Auditorium
energy and money-~several million dollars in fact--but the Bay Area If you've given up going to the movies offered by your local
isfnow blessed with-a form of entertainment that should be theenvy cineplex with its “shovel ‘em in and shovel ‘em out’ treatment
of the nation, ; : g - ,
First the building. The 1500 seat auditorium and large lobby have ;ititssur&;:\;?;ee.nc\ilsﬁe:‘hiOitag;g;?d;higérzgrxgs Ct%rgesfsn?czgr\{rg:f; .
been painstakingly restored to their original 1920s appearance. With ' qfers at $5.00 a ticket ($3 for seniors or children), it costs no
only one black and white newspaper picture of the auditorium 10 4re than a ticket to one of those burlap lined, 100-seat concrete
work from, the restorers managed 1o track -down the company that BoXes. !
did. the interior decoration back in 1925 still operating in Los-An-
geles, To their jov, they located the original water color sketches. for
both the auditorium and lobby designs. Surviving plaster work and
other features were restored and fittings that had been removed over
the years, such as light fixtures, were duplicated. Seates were recov-
ered in expensive red plush and audiences now walk 10 their seat.on
deep pile Persian style carpet rewoven to the original design.
Secondly, the visualentertainment. The Stanford Theatre Founda-
tion . is dedicated to showing the best of Hollywood movies from
the '1920s through the 1940s in-collaboration with the UCLA Film
Archives in Los Angeles. Not only does one get to see the movies
in the right surroundings, but UCLA Film Archives devotes a ot of
its resources to restoring-film prints and preserving them—usualtly by
transfercing them to safety base film. On opening night ‘we saw a
beautifully restored Technicolor print of "The Wizard of 02" show-
ing:- details completely missing from the usual videocassette version.
Movies will be shown on a repertory basis; most programs: being
screened two nights in a row. You can.get a preview of upcoming
titles by being -on the Stanford Theatre Foundation’s mailing list
{call 415-324-3700). The Lobby

{contributed by Dick Woodman)
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ONTINUING EVENTS

erkeley Community Theatre, 1930 Aliston Way, Berkeley — Call
115:644-2707 for work party information on the Nor-Cal Wurlitzer,

'Castro Theatre. 429 Castro at Market, San Francisco, 4/21 Wurhtzork
aved nightly. Call theatre for times, 416 621-6120. :

 Grand Lake Theatre, Grand Avenue n@ar Lake Merritt, Oakland 3/13 :
Wurlitzer plaved Thur-8Sat. Call theatre, 415- 465-/686 Tor times.

tanford Theatre, 221 University Ave., Palo Alio. 3122 Wur n:‘zer
played mghtiy Call theatre 415374 3700 for times.

SPECIAL EVENTS

January 26 — Dennis James at the Castro

ogram ‘presented by the Pacific Film Archive is an accompaniment

the movie Intolerance on the Wurlitzer, The Museum of Modern
s 'restored print will be screened at 7:30 p.m. Tickets'$8, avail
ble from the Pacific Film Archive, 2625 Durant Ave., Berkeley,
‘ C34720 415+ 64? 1412 also from the Castro Thea’fre

_ROBERT MORTON

- Lourse Dresser co-star and fall victim to Vaiemmo s swoon-induicing
charms, Tickets $6- 1 1 from the Paramount BOx Offlce 465 6400

Items for Sale B[E

Note: There isno charge for "For Sale” ads in The Wmdsheet oend L
Your copy to Bert Atwood, Editor. Note copy deadline above '

8-manua 13 ranks (apprqx) pipe organ with
Spencer Orgoblo 5 hp 220v 3 ph blower, trems, requlators, approx
1300 pipes, HOLZINGER 2-manual 6 rank church organ, 2 wing-

chests, 3 offsets, direct electric actionk electro-mechanical stop cep:

ture, Meidenger 115v blower; MARR & COLTON MARIMBA 49
note; STORY & CLARK reed pump organ, Cai Dan Lovett 41 5
837-7648. ‘

DEVTRONICS — all audio circuits for 4/20 Pubhx organ. Excel!en’c .

Cond:tlon Cost ovpr $7 OOO Sacr ﬁce for $3 OOO Add txona! cw-

ry 27 Hector Olwera in Concert at the Oakland Paramount

fector is an Argentinian musical prodigy who started his musical
Sreer a5 a child, Born in ‘Buenos Alres, he started playing the pice
an at the age of three, was appointed organist for the Chureh of
he Immaculate Conception two years later, and by the time he was
i%. had entered the Buenos Aires Conservatory to study harmony,
“ounterpoint and the fugus. At ate 12, he became the youngest stu-
nt 1o enter the University of Buenos Airesand at 18, was appoin
ad of the Organ Department. Now residing in the US,, he has
qually hailed for his recent musical accompli shments, includ:
eral overseas tours and fifteen recordings. Tickets $6 $11 Call
mount Box Off!ce at465-6400. ;

February 4 - Kevm ng at the Bella Roma (see fead artscle)

February 9. Wmdsheet Deadhne

February 18 David Parson at Palo Alto Methodist Church

Parson accompanies Ceell B DeMille’s class film The Ten
mandments {1923} ar the First United Methodist Church
" ton at Webster, Palo Alto at 7:30 p.m. Tickets $8.

March 3 — Lee Erwin at the Oakiand Paramount

bee Erwin accompanies the maovie The Eag/e with Budolph Valentino,
begmnmg 5t 8.00p.m. Leeis New York's renowried theatre organist,
arranger and composer. He has written original scores for over 80
ent films, including all the films of Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin
avia D;‘wAf Gq ﬁ(fxﬁ\ Tx n}”"‘v’&'}” ue hi.) (& vd GC;C‘ {O ¥
Malentino's 1925 performance a3 a Russian cossack heutenant
masquerades as a do-gooder bandit to avenge his father's death

ed b y critics as one Of his most miemarable. Vilma Bankv ang

coatth

NOD-CAL

Orgamzanon 707- 277'72(38 - - .

FLOISE ROWAN DILLING

Pormer San Mateo resxdent hlmse Rowzm Dﬂhng, a professmnal .

organist and longtime music teacher died last month in '
Mrs. Dilling was a thearre orgamst during the 16

later worked as an NBC staff orgamst in anea

‘network TV, She hved in San Mateo w1th her fa '
- when she retired to Palm Desert, contmumc to teach ¢

with ATOS of Southern Caleorma -
A native of Winona, Minnesota, she stud1ed at the Dakota Con-
servatory of Music in Fargo N.D., at Northwestern University and
Minnesota University (where she was a member of Kappa Phl) .
Survwors mclude her husband Charles son Ch :

ren.
~ Memorial contributions may be made to the endOWm , .
The Religious of the Sacred Heart, Oakwood Inhrmary, 140 Val* -
paraiso Avenue, Atherton 94027 —4458 o

California, Rav recently saw Eloise in Los Angelcs and offered her an inviras |

tion £o comte and play at the Castro. Ray thoughe ¢ those who knew .
Eloise in the 50s and 60s when she was active in Nor-Cal rmght bc .
to learn of her passmg -

membershtp prhcatlon

NOR-CAL THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY
A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN THEATRE ORGAN,SOC!E‘TY -

SPOUSE

_OCCUPATION

Dues, Chapter & National — $40.00

in this membership.

. Spouse and children under 18
 living at home may be included

e e o o

Send 10: Jack H. O'Neill. Memborshxp Secv .
P 0. Box 2741 Qakland, CA 94602‘, .
415/632:9177




