
Acrise Church News:  March 2024 

 

Services in March 

Sunday 3rd March Matins     Janet 

Sunday 10th March  Holy Communion  Rev M Chandler / Sharon 

Sunday 17th March Fellowship     Bill 

Sunday 24th March Palm Sunday Family Service  Janet 

Friday 29th March Good Friday Reflection   Sharon / Margaret  

Sunday 31st March Easter Holy Communion   Stephen / Sharon 

All Sunday Services at 9.30am.  Good Friday at 2.00pm  

 

Good News 

We have now heard that the Rev Carol Bates has been appointed Priest 

for the Elham Valley Ministry.  More details next month. 

 

The Licensing of Rev Debra Wilson on Thursday 8th February 2024 

at St Edmund’s Church Crickhowell 

The service was led by John Lomas, Bishop of Swansea and Brecon 

who licenced Rev Debra to minister within the St Catwg Ministry Area, 

with particular responsibility for the churches of St Peter, Llanbedr-

Ystrad-Yw, St Cenau, Llangenny and St Issui, Patricio. 

 Those of us who watched the service on YouTube were much 

impressed by Bishop John who came across as a warm and friendly 

person with his informality and humour. At the same time, he was 

knowledgeable and devout, his sermon on The Road to Emmaus being 

heartfelt, human and extempore. 

The Clergy, lay readers and congregation all contributed to what was a 

happy occasion and we had the feeling that Rev Debra will be well 

supported in her new ministry.  We thank her for her contribution to our 

ministry here in the Elham Valley and wish her every happiness for her 

future in Wales. 



 

 

St Eanswythe: Deanery Meeting at St Mary and St Eanswythe, 

Folkestone. 

St Eanswythe was a 7th Century Saint local to Folkestone which at the 

time was a small fishing village with a church and fort.(the Bayle). On 

30th November 2023, seven of us from Acrise attended a talk about St 

Eanswythe at the Woodward Hall. 

A Community Heritage Project led by Canterbury Christchurch University 

and funded by English Heritage between 2014 and 2020 researched the 

life and influence of St Eanswythe and came up with some amazing 

findings. 

She was the daughter of Eadbald, King of Kent and her grandfather 

Ethelbert had welcomed St Augustine to Canterbury in 597.  Ethelbert 

became a Christian and Eanswythe grew up in a Christian household. 

Her father Eadbald established a small religious community for women 

at Folkestone and this is where Eanswythe undertook her ministry.   

She died very young, probably aged 17 to 22 between 641 and 663 and 

her remains were put into a tomb in the chapel.  It is thought that in 

around 1127 her remains were moved to the nearby church which was 

part of the Folkestone Priory and that they remained here at the time of 

Henry the Eight’s Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536.  The story 



goes that the monks hid her remains in the Sanctuary of the church and 

that Henry’s Commissioners did not find them, so they survived 

destruction. 

 IN 1851 Rev Matthew Woodward transformed the beautiful church of St 

Eanswythe and in the process the lead casket containing bones was 

discovered.  Rev Woodward was sure that these were the remains of the 

Anglo-Saxon Saint. 

In 2020 the Community Heritage Project removed the bones from the 

casket for carbon dating and concluded that they were the bones of St 

Eanswythe which had survived from the 7th Century until now, thanks to 

the monks who hid them in 1536.  If found, then they would have been 

destroyed.    

This is a very brief account but if you are interested, more detail can be 

found in ’Finding Eanswythe: the Life and Afterlife of an Anglo-Saxon 

Saint’.     Available at the church of St Mary and St Eanswythe.   

 



 

Commuity Open Day on Saturday 2nd March: 11.00am – 4.0pm 

Thanks to those who have already made donations. There is still time to 

leave books, puzzles or bric a brac in the church or porch or ring 

01303844640. We would be grateful for cakes/biscuits or savouries on 

the day. 



St Martin’s Garage Sale 

The Garage Sale Team will have a stall of good quality second- 

hand items at the Community Open Day.  Then we look forward to the 

next Garage Sale at Richard’s house in Hawkinge for the week from 

Saturday 6th until the finale on Saturday 13th July when the Grand Raffle 

will be drawn. 

If you have any unwanted items that could be recycled to raise money 

for St Martin’s, please contact Richard on 01303 984584 or 07919 

393302. 

 

Shepway Foodbank 

The recent donations have been delivered to our local collection point. 

Please continue to donate if you can.  

Urgently needed items are still coffee, tinned meat, fruit or vegetables, 

long life milk/juice, cuppa soup, jam, biscuits/chocolate, cooking sauces, 

toiletries, washing pods. 

                                                                               

   

 

 


