Acrise Church News: November 2026
Church Services
Sunday 1st November  	9.30am	Morning Prayer CW		Diana
Sunday 8th November	No service at Acrise but those who wish can join the Remembrance Service at St Mary’s Elham.  Leave the church at 10.40am for 10.50 at the War Memorial followed by Service of the Word – Bill.
Sunday 15th November	9.30am 	Morning Prayer CW		Bill
Sunday 22nd November	9.30am	Eucharist			Stephen
Sunday 29th November	11.00am       Eucharist at Canterbury Cathedral.
Reminder of the St Eanswythe Lecture at Stowting Church
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Christmas Fair at Elham Village Hall
This will be on Saturday 28th November from 10.00am until 2.00pm.
If you would like to book a table for this year’s Christmas Fair please contact Mrs Jean Grieb on 01303892364 for a booking form.  There are still tables available.
Jean would also like tombola or raffle prizes.  These can be given to her or other members of the church.  Any books or good quality bric-a-brac would be welcome as well as donations of cakes and savoury items.
Thank you.
Dates for the Christmas Period
Sunday 13th December: Family Carol Service at 9.30am
Thursday 17th December: Carol singing.  Meet at the School Road/Coach Road Crossroads at 7.00pm
Sunday 20th December: Traditional Carol Service at 9.30am
Friday 25th December: Light Touch Christmas Eucharist at 9.30am Sharon
Sunday 27th December: no service at Acrise
Thursday 31st December: End of Year Service  4.00pm at Acrise  Janet
Sunday 24th January 2027: Family Christingle Service at 9.30am

The Garage Sales Team
The Garage Sales Team, led by Richard, are involved with buying and selling secondhand items throughout the year, and not just at the Garage Sale or other fundraising events.  They have raised a considerable amount of money for church funds from online sales since the Garage Sale in July.
If you have any unwanted items that could be recycled to raise money for St Martin’s please contact Richard on:
01303 893 584 or 07919393302

Shepway Foodbank: Folkestone Rainbow Centre.
Thanks for the generous donations of food from our Harvest Festival services which were taken to the collection point at Hawkinge Community Centre.
As winter approaches foodbanks become more needed.
If you are able to donate there are containers in the church and in the porch if the church is locked.  Currently, the most needed items are:
Coffee, Custard, Instant Noodles, Longlife Juice, Cooking Oil, Tinned Fish, Pasta in Sauces, Corned Beef, Large Tinned Ham, Table Sauces, Washing up Liquid.
Visit to the Sergeant Drew Memorial Orchard
This visit, organised by Stephen Scoffham, took place on the morning of Friday 9th October and was attended by around 20 local people. It was only the second time that the orchard had been open to locals, the first being on 29th July 2022 when a service of dedication for the Orchard was held in memory of Sergeant Drew.  At that time the orchard had not long been planted, with seven varieties of Kentish apples as well as some Kentish and Cosford cobnuts.
To begin with Colin Welch, a local aviation archaeologist, gave a brief talk about the Tempest which crashed into the garden of Orchard Lea, killing Sergeant Drew who was thrown onto a lean to building of the house while the plane became embedded in the ground just inside the woodyard.  It remained there many years until Colin discovered it and retrieved and photographed parts of the aircraft.  He had several parts for us to see, as well as photographs.  He has been able to work out the possible reason why the aircraft may have crashed. It might have been due to a loss of oxygen in the cockpit after Sergeant Drew had disabled two doodlebugs over the channel that morning before heading inland.  The loss of oxygen might possibly have affected his thinking and as he lost control of the aircraft he thought he was flying a spitfire which to escape from the pilot flies upside down and bales out.  He was in a Tempest where the pilot bales out of a side exit.
Colin then told us the story of Margaret May (now Evans) who was living at Orchard Lea in 1944.  Margaret had written this some years ago and I  passed it on to Stephen. (see next page).
The aerial photo was on the back of the 2022 Memorial service.
The road to Elham is on the left and the road to Acrise Green is at the bottom of the photo. The MOD Acrise Woodyard is on the lefthand side and the large walled garden, now the Memorial Orchard,                             is top right.  Bottom right is Orchard Lea and its gardens.
Back in 2022 Major Bevan was keen to make the Orchard more accessible and this is something it is hoped to develop through the Parish Meeting and Acrise Environmental Group.
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The Friends of Kent Churches provides grants for church repairs (30 were helped
last year). It also organises events one of which is being held at St Mary the Virgin
Stowting on Wednesday 28" October:

ST. EANSWYTHE FOUND

the story of a royal Kentish saint and her relics
mponsored by the Friends of Kent Churches, in memory of John Briggs.

HISTORICAL LECTURE BY
DR ANDREW RICHARDSON, FSA, MCIfA

Finds Lioson Officer, Heritage Conservation, KCC

28th October 2026

St. Mary The Virgin Church, Stowting, TN25 6BE

£10 minimum donation in aid of
St. Mary The Virgin Church

Tea served from Lpm
Lecture starts at 4130pm

Discover the remarkable story of St
Eanswythe, a seventh century
Kentish princess, and one of
England 's earliest female saints.
Following scientific analysis,
relics discovered have been
identified as almost
certainly hers. Join Dr
Andrew Richardson, a
leading member of the
: research team, as he
h» reveals the fascinating
evidence behind
this extraordinary

discovery.
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Dear Stephen,

This is an account of the aircraft crash at Orchard Lea, Acrise, in 1944 from
Sue’s mother’s cousin, Margaret Evans: she told us this a few weeks ago.

It was a Saturday morning in 1944, probably early summer, when an English
fighter plane narrowly missed the roof of Orchard Lea and crashed into the
vegetable garden behind the house, leaving a deep crater. Betty Young’s
parents, Hilda and George Rootes, were living there at the time. Betty had two
brothers, Phil and Joe; Betty’s cousin Margaret also lived with them. She
remembers that on that morning she asked to go out to pick gooseberries but
Auntie Hilda wouldn’t let her go out until her hair had been plaited. While
Auntie was plaiting her hair the plane crashed, just where Margaret would have
been if she had been out in the garden. Margaret was nine at the time.

The pilot baled out from only50feet or so and was killed on impact as there was
no time for his parachute to open: he was only 18 or 19 years old. Some time
later his parents visited Acrise to see where he was killed.

Later in 1944, because of the threat from V2s, Margaret was evacuated to
Devon where she stayed for four months.

Margaret thinks that Ted Bailey (Oast House) will remember the type of plane
that crashed.





