CY e
Top.25 Family-Friendly
ings to-Deo- in
Panama City Beach
(Fall @ Winter2025 Edition)

Welcome to Your ultimate off-season family itinerary! Whether
You're chasing quiet beaches, festive events, or cozy indoor escapes,
here’s everything your group needs to make lasting memories.
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THE PERFECT BEACH VACATION

1 — 5: Outdoor Adventures

1. shell island Day Trip

Hop on a shuttle or private pontoon to this pristine barvier island just offshore. Spend the
day wandering miles of untouched beach, hunting shells, wading in shallow waters, and
spotting shorebirds. Pack a pienic, sunscreen, and a camera. The Lack of crowds in fall
and winter makes it feel Like your own private streteh of coastline.

2. camp Helew State Park Hikes

Located at the west end of the beach, Camp Helen blends dunes, coastal scrub, and
freshwater lakes. ts trails are easy enough for children, and in the cooler months you
might cateh migrating birds or see deer in the woods. The scenery shifts dramatically by
season, making every visit unigue.

3. St. Andrews State Park Fishing Pier

walk the long pier out over the Gulf or cast a Line off the jetty rocks. tn the cooler months,
Look out for dolphins riding the tide. There are shorebird viewing points, marsh trails, and
plenic spots to round out Your visit.

4. City Pier Sightseeing

A reliable attraction year-round, the city pier is a way to get out over the water. You can
walk the ter, fish , and watch the wildlife. The City Pier is a great way to change your
view of Panama City Beach.

5. Conservation Park BiRing § Nature walks

This inland green space features boardwalks through pine flatwoods and wetlands, plus
bike paths suitable for kids. Rent bikes locally or bring your own. The cooler air makes
walking or cycling more pleasant than in summer’s heat.
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6 — 10: Sewsonw& Cvents @ Fesﬁ»a[s

&. Pirates of the High Seas Fest (October)

A local favorite, this festival features full pirate regalia, live music, kids’ treasure hunts,
interactive stage shows, and nightly fireworks. it's a whimsical and family-safe way to
Rick off the fall season on the qulf.

7. Thunder Beach Autumn Motorcyele Rally (FamiLg Zownes)

Though Thunder Beach is biker-centered, the organizers often set up dedicated family
zones with kid-friendly entertainment, Live bands, food trucks, and parades. It's a
chance to experience local energy minus the extreme crowds.

g. Beach Home for the Holidays (November)

Panama City Beach’s annual holiday kickoff features a giant tree lighting, southern-
style holiday concerts, storytelling, fire pits, and a “snwow” zone for kids. Held in Aaron
Bessant Park, it's a cozy, festive evening yow'll want to mark on your calendar.

9. New Year's eve Beach Ball Brop
Ring in the new year beach-style: a giant illuminated beach ball descends at midnight
on the pier. But because families often travel with little ones, there’s usually an early
“Rids’ drop” in the evening so everyone can celebrate without staying out too Late.

10. Mardi Gras § Music Festival (February)

Leading up to spring, the beach hosts a Mardi Gras-style celebration: beads, parades, jazz
bands, food booths, and Live performances. tt’s a burst of color just when the area is
waking from winter calm.
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11 — 15: Water @ Wildlife Encounters

11. Eco-Boat Polphin Tour

Local captains specialize in eco-friendly dolphin watching. Boats glide quietly over the
waters around Shell island or Bast Bay, giving families a good chance to see pods —
especially in the cooler months whew the Gulf is cleaver.

12. Airboat Rides on West Bay / St._Joe Marsh

Slide across marshes and shallow backwaters on an airboat tour. Guides point out
alligators, turtles, wading birds, and the complex wetland ecosystem. These tours are
often open year-round, weather-permitting.

13. Sea Dragow Pirate Cruise (Off-Season Sails)

Bven in cooler months, the Sea Dragow offers thewmed cruises with interactive
storytelling, sword-fights, and treasure hunts. These are especially great when the group
wants something theatrical anod fun, regardless of water temperature.

14. PCB Aquatic Center (indoor Pools § Slides)

Heated indoor pools and water features make this a dependable option for half-days or
rainy afternoons. Kids can swim, splash, and play without worrying about chilly Gulf
water.

15. Sworkel with Manatees (Pay Trip to Crystal River)

During Florida’s colder months, manatees migrate into warmer springs. tf Your group is
wp for a day trip north (approx. 1/2-2 hours), guided snorkeling tours let kids float
gently near gentle giants in clear spring-fed water.
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16 — 20: Rginy-Day © Chilly-Weather Fun

16. Ripley'’s Believe it or Not! odditorium
A spot for the weird, wonderful, and wacky: hands-on exhibits, optical illusions, and
artifacts from around the world, perfect for kids and curious parents alike.

17. Wownderworks tndoor Amusement Park
A large indoor attraction with an tnverted house, ropes course, laser tag, simulated
natural disasters, and wore. t's a Lluxury for whew the weather keeps You inside.

12. Skywheel Observation Ride
Ewnclosed gondolas provide panoramic views of the Gulf, coastline, and cityscape — great
at sunset or twilight whew the air cools and lights begin to sparkle.

19. Rock'it Lanes
Bowling, arcade games, and sometimes skating combine into a family-favorite pastine.
Great refuge whew the sky is gray or the wind’s up.

20. €scapc Rooms PCB
Team wp for interactive puzzle rooms with themes like pirate treasure, hawnted mansion,
or underwater mystery. It's Lmmersive and requires no sunsereen.
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21 — 25: Food, Local Flavor @ SZourDnys

21. Seafood Markets § Botl Kits

Even in off seasown, the qulf delivers fresh cateh. Visit local seafood markets to pick wp
shrimp, oysters, or fish. Many markets sell boll kits so you caw host a bachgaral (or
baleony) seafood feast.

22. Firefly Restaurant

A bit upscale but still very family-friendly, Firefly is known for its cozy, romantic
atmosphere (twinkle lights in the oak tree), excellent menw, and relaxed attitude towaro
kids. Dress comfortably — it’s not formal.

23. Andy’s Flour Power café
A local breakfast favorite. Ovder pancakes, grits, omelets, or sweet pastries. On weekends
in fall/winter, you may get live acoustic music, making it a laid-back brunch stop.

24. PCB Farmers Market (Saturdays)

open nearly year-round, the farmers market is a fun morning outing. Sawmple Local
honey, jam, baked goods, fresh produce, crafts, and sometimes Live music. Kids often
enjoy picking out treats.

25. The Hub at calypso

Wrap up or start Your day with a coffee from the Hub sipping it on the pier during colder
months. wateh the last rays reflect off the qulf and Let that quiet Lull you nto an early
evening.
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Pw:&:y List @ g'rw)e,zgym
(F (Lw Winter Ea&twn)
Here's wsw&st&[ c&c@xtfwwwﬂgfmaﬂesmmds@:

Ttem Notes / 9‘7Ls

Temps can swing between S0°F and 75 F — think t-shirts,

La d clotht . [ ft
yeree clothing long-sleeve shivts, fleece or Light jackets

wat ain jacket / ) ’ ’ )
e o jAcke Occastonal showers are wore Likely tn fall and early winter

umbrella
Closed-toe shoes + , , .

pecaitoe shoe For trails, boardwalks, and occastonal beach strolling
sandals
Swimwear § rash Heated pools and warm-water days still make swimming
guaros possible
Quick-dry towel (deal for spontaneous dips or drying off quickly

Blnoculars § nature ) 3 3 3 ;
5 Great for birdwatching, dolphin spotting, marsh exploration

guidebook

Flashlight or headlamp Handy for dusk walks or shell-hunting on low-light days
Swall first-aid kit Especially useful whew kids are involved

Swnacks § water bottles  Some parks may not have concession stands open

;S:myl:; rses;é Bven on cool days, UV rays offshore remain strong

cawera or waterproof

To capture wildlife, sunsets, splashes
phowne case beapiire wildlife, suiy P
Backpack or daypack  For shell hunts, hikes, and ferry rides

Reusable shopping bag  uUse at farmers markets and Local shops

Chargers / portable

For maps, guldes, and capturing memories
batterg pack P9 P 9
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Scan the GR Code above to visit

CalypsoCondcRental.com and book you next trip.
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