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Why do former pastors say they stepped down from the pulpit?
Among former senior pastors from four Protestant denominations ﬁ‘+2ﬁﬁ‘£#&lﬁﬁiﬂf&1 i]%ﬁ?#&g?

liness

Poor fit with a church 6%
Did not find a church that was a good fit

Denominational issues
Moral or ethical issues

Church closure or COVID-19 BESA

Lack of preparation for the job l 1%

Notes: 6% say another reason, 3% none of these, ond less than 1% not sure,

Lifewayresearch LifewayResearch.com



Most former pastors still work in ministry

Among former senior pastors from four Protestant denominations

ANEHAMEBINNESIH ITE
kB BEURN B ES R '\gamz;fv rsﬁ;\sffer;n

S = role other than
;@%%ﬁi (R EAAE) pastor, while a
N third work in a
53% - WABERIT SN A= T AE DTSty rale;
32% - EEETAEH T
15% - Hft {5 (MEH#)

=
(inl

Notes: 7% say early retirement, 3% disability, 2%
looking for work, 2% other, and 1% not sure.

Li feWGy resedrc h LifewayResearch.com
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3B (RIA() :
1 SE(SikmhsE (50%)
2 ERBAAGWE (49%)

3 Hnf e
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4 FWSRHEHE (38%)
> HLAXMZE (27%)
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68% RRE|FN7
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« 41% LUJ%/\X#F&ZH EREEIZRR
« 73% REBEUKREVFZE

» (B 68% TERTIE)PRITILI TS [ RE

HRRGH:

« 68% BEEIEEREET—IX
. 73% FESRLEEMARENE (AEHEES)




BERDA R NI EHMTESE TR EAL R IKIR (7 SRV

N Former pastors have varied advice to help current pastors thrive in ministry

Among former senior pastors in four Protestant denominations

S iy o
PSS BIFANRIEHIR  20% Prioritze your marriage and fomily
R SHETE/ FEHRYIEE Spend time with God/Read God's Word
16% Remember your calling/Trust God

iE‘I‘;Rngng/ {Eiﬁ 14% Pray 9%
*g%: 9%, Keep a Sabbath/Take a sabbatical and/or vacation 8%

§/Jrround yourself with trustworthy people/friends
FLZEH/MZEEH/HAE 8%

SEEEHIIA/BEEE—iE oy Love God/Love others
gty ) ° P o

=~ =] (o)
BW/BMA 8% Care for yoursel

o N : 3% b daries, 3% | h
IBHMTEERN 8% Meet with @ mentor doncmion, 3% ot o 1o o vt confic %

patence, 3% develop leaders, 3% lisien to and

”rmu}g (o) . communicate with others/the congregation, 2% honesty,
IHtR E E 7 /O Connect/meet with other pCSfOFS 6% 2% leave the ministry, 2% don’t give up/remain strong, 2%
financial pianning, 1% preach biblical sermons, 1% serve
EJEEAE o, Don’t go it alone bivecationally, 1% humility, 1% be sure the search
~ "ﬂ'l = 7 /0 commiftee represents the church accurately, 1% focus on
obedience, 1% serve elder-led churches, <1% avoid

5E{m¢iumﬂ*§/gﬁ 6% Meef Wlfh a COUF\SG'OF 4% polifics, <1% be authentic/genuine, 1% don’t know/none
AELFTM 4%

- Lifewqy researc h LifewayResearch.com
5HMSRaHl 4%
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EEFS (Moses) : l+05
WSF IR R

23 (Struggle)

EXY B ERETRYIRAS ~ (5% > EEK

5E o

5|F (Quote) e
BANSTMEXEEAUNET N

IE?... RARILBSREF A TIE o | P

(R#32 11:11-15)

FM2E (Theological Insight)

IEF A B3 AR RLIF > D7

EO

. HBFK (Jeremiah) : TS&ji
- B o O+HEXAEY

4 il (Struggle)
_ FHEENENTE o JLFEEAE 0 %
- 1648 ~ BRFT ~ [NER o
5|E (Quote)
[FRLHMRARIE » AANTRFR... XS
W RABIEEFLE | REOERS
PIFEFRERN...) (BBFIKS 20:7-9)

s #FIM (Theological Insight)
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®*%F (Paul) : FHREREE (The Lord Jesus
{EEPRY T2EHEE ) Christ) : ZR8 TARIRF) 5
23 (Struggle) ¥#3, (Struggle)

FIHMESFMZ AP 11:23-280) TARS HECRIRZIELE - HHEME - I'ER
AL RHEET - ARET ~ B -8B %~ RBEAMERS ~ BFRRF ~ REW

fal « BHH - SEE... £T+p2e o
fihyanes

HHNES
b TEE R (RNAEEME ; BIR{T0TLA
Bl BELHTHR -1 (WHEES

FRHVBEN R E AR LS5
£ o A » HWEERSH RIS, ..

(B ZEH 12:9) 16:33)
HET &2 e g
R e e el TIES TF5RRVERS » AN L
WS1 o A=EHISH - EZHIVER °
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ARNHAARS EIMSHIRE » DRSS IBLEHRERY ~ ENR... &
o) (BAFBARES 6:12)

W2 (Observation): #HEEOEIE » WA S ABIBRENE
fn o IWE R BERIMAS RS ~ KIEGBH - RUNEFRIIESR

RE—: #gy &FE 5 TE]

FOURA TRV E IO BRI EE » LECAPEARIG N ARABEM N EFER
F5el  (REEIP 1:6-7)

W2ZZ (Observation) : HEAIFRE TAIEFL , R T
R EN. mES5ED. ATERE+=5F, ERET
+4&, 2R g .
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IMEEE : EREFIE

SEMBNBRIEE AT
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PRI E RN 0 22t BD o
(B ZHIE 4:2)

IR IR
(The World’s View of Success) (The Gospel’s View of Success)
o AZUEK o BIVGTHIE(T4{RAVE
- BIAES b ERBRSHELT
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« AHIE o MHRYFRBE




B—w: FIik "ig$) (Doing), 28 [FHE] (Bemg)

12l TSXAE(%E )
ICFARS, AKRETH [ EIFRIED

BRENEI, ERLEMSHETE

o (EBINEE

REZENFE (What You Need) :

o M TAMHE, %[
o M\ MTREX) NE]E,

=L =g

2L EHER
10:42)

o|Zl| &

SCEEIR4: (Practical Disciplines) :

455228 (Solitude & Silence)

1:35) , BXK&E

D30, XK

:é—E*nn

BXMES (Contemplative Prayer)
WiEl « PKRfTA, REZZHIIEE.

'\.I B(.]il%\

RESHEE.

P AR TEMiRiEl , T

[EHERIRE,

: SGEHRERIRRII B SIER (Sr]1EE 1:35

1EFHRTAR
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SREPIERIBS < KBRS » SRS

@\ ¥ Bl : WZEBYTNL (The Core Problem: Pastoral Isolation):
o B8 NRAEERE
« FEMAEBFEBSHEIL (1848i0E)
o FEREBIN T38| , FEERTS

7 REZMEEZ (The Biblical Antidote):

f8UtIASE (Mutual Confession) : TERLUMRITZEMIEIATE, EAEK,
BRI LAEER, 1 (HEP 5:16)

fRUEHEER (Mutual Care) : TAPNASLE—TAY.. . EREHE, XAR]
LERMER, 1 &+ 4:9-10) e

2, 17EhEiIY (Actionable Steps):
o #F—(iER ST (Find a Spiritual Director) : —fitkinEEK. ARE
NERKE, RHNE, PEHFRRRERE.
o MAE\E (Join a Pastors' Group) : 53-5(UMETEPEESR, Tk
T, [Ed, RILAHERT.
o ZIBEWHS (Consider Professional Counseling) : #Ifith E&
i, BEHBEETIACERSRLEREHE.
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#IZII MR %ERIF (God’s Established Priority) :
o IBIARMERS ZANZILAY ©
o MNEBARIRIREN AT 5 BIF) > MERBLAER
TR A—1K1 BIFHE o

— T ERZES (A Sobering Warning) :

TAS ;Fiﬂi_%iﬂﬁaﬂga » SREIEE
RV IR ? (REARIE 3:5)

B R PRAYITED (Actions to Reset Boundaries) :
o 3237 TREM%I NRR : SAZEV—BEERN TRER » XEFH » FUBEEES -
o Eﬁf’l’ﬂ*]ﬁéﬁﬂ SREV—R XEBLE] » FREASHE o
e ARESE  EHSELMABIRNKERIR » SARERNEBERSZHF
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(The Gospel Identity):
REOMMEARTETF TR Tt
A1 o ET MRE2H) -
_{ I TB T 2B » RE%
5N

- s hibdl »

= N\ i £ TRRFENILK) -

B2 1&4l (The Identity Crisis):
FZRENSMHERIUT 8T LMEBILE - BRERAYI%EAL -

T4l £ BE 00 EERSRFR AFARE ~ 1TERIMIEZE] » RRXFES -

P \E N —A/‘\ﬁ o 2 - TIS o T TN O == A & — e T el A
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Rule of Engagement:
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Practical Application:
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