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THE FOUR TH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 19, 2023

Confession and Absolution

LSB # 433 Glory Be to Jesus
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1 Glo - ry be to Je - sus, Who in bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood I  find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream
4 A - bel’s blood for ven - geance Plead-ed to the skies;
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Poured for me the life - blood From His sa-cred veins!
Blest be His com - pas - sion, In - fi - nite - ly  kind!
Which from end-less tor - ment Did the world re - deem!
But the blood of Je - sus For our par-don cries.

5 Oft as earth exulting 6 Lift we, then, our voices,
Wafts its praise on high, Swell the mighty flood;
Angel hosts rejoicing Louder still and louder
Make their glad reply. Praise the precious blood!

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 181478, alt. Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804—76. Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation page 184

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins  page 184

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But |
am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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Absolution page 185

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

We omit the Introit and Gloria Patri today. We continue on page 186 with the Kyrie:
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Let us pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 42:14-21

For a long time | have held my peace; | have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out
like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. *° I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up
all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. * And I will lead the
blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known | will guide them. I will
turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things
| do, and | do not forsake them. 17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in
carved idols, who say to metal images, "You are our gods." ' Hear, you deaf, and look, you
blind, that you may see! ° Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom | send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 2° He sees many things,
but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 2! The LORD was pleased,
for his righteousness' sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 5:8—14

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light
(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed



by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 9:1-41
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground
and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He
kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and [ washed, and I see.” Some
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” (His parents said these things
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus
to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”” And
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God



has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”” Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may
see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things,
and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ~I~ of the
world to come. Amen.

Sit
Children's Message
LSB # 430 My Song Is Love Unknown
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1 My song is love un - known, My Sav - ior’s love to
2 He came from His blest throne Sal - va - tion to be-
3 Some-times they strew His way And His sweet prais - es

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and
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me, Love to the love - less shown That they might love - ly
stow; But men made strange, and none The longed - for Christ would
sing; Re - sound-ing all the day Ho - san - nas to their
spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their
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be. Oh, who am I That for my sake
know. But, oh, my friend, My friend in - deed,
King. Then “Cru - ci - fy!” Is all their breath,
sight. Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these
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My  Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
Who at my need His life did spend!
And for His death They  thirst and cry.
Them-selves  dis - please And  ’gainst Him rise.

5 They rise and needs will have 6 Inlife no house, no home
My dear Lord made away; My Lord on earth might have;
A murderer they save, In death no friendly tomb
The Prince of Life they slay. But what a stranger gave.
Yet cheerful He What may | say?

To suff’ring goes Heav’n was His home
That He His foes But mine the tomb
From thence might free. Wherein He lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
| all my days
Could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683. Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879-1962. Text: Public domain.
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002985

Sermon
Noisy Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

Great Physician, enlighten our eyes by Your blessed Gospel, and hide us in Your shelter in the
day of trouble. Provide a home in Your Church for those cast out by this world, and unite them
with us in the pure confession of Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Lord of hosts, Your Son abides among His saints in the temple of His Church. Shelter all those
who seek refuge under the cover of His tent, and raise up pastors in every age to serve them in
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, through Holy Baptism You have brought us into the light of Christ. Guide us always in
Your ways and teach us to know Your will, that we would do what is good and right and true.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, those who wait for Your salvation have the promise that You will not forsake them.
Lead those who wander in darkness through rough places, that they would find the way of
righteousness and not be put to shame. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious Father, You have promised that what we suffer does not condemn us, but instead
displays Your glory. Sustain the afflicted in body or soul, especially Marianne, Bonnie, Asheton,
Dave, Amanda, Dan, Marilyn, Lois, Tom, Jessica, Christine, Tony, Juanita, John, Deb, Michelle,
Caroline, Emily, Loretta, Guy, Dan, and those we now name silently, that they would take heart,
trust You for healing and find You even in the midst of their trials. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Lord and Savior, we pray that you would bless those who work to bring peace, justice, health,
and protection to this and every place. Spare them from the loneliness of separation; guide and
protect them and their families; give all of them Your grace and peace; and shower them all
with good things in abundance as they have need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord and Savior, again we pray for all those who stand in need of salvation, that You would
create faith in them to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. We pray this especially for
our sons Mike, Matt and his family, also those whom we now name silently [pause 5]. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord will not be put to shame. Unite Your people in a
right confession of Your Word, and free them from disagreement over Your truth. Bring us with
penitent hearts to receive the great riches of Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface page 194
The Lord be with you.
(8 And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
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Proper Preface (Full)

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might
be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus page 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer page 196

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord  page 197
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini page 197

P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei page 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

Sit
Distribution Hymns
LSB # 744 Amazing Grace
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1A maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And

5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond. Tune: Columbian Harmony,
1829, Cincinnati. Text and tune: Public domain.

LSB # 619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior
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1 Thy bod - y, giv'n for me, O Sav - ior, Thy blood which
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now u - nit - ed; I live in
3 Who can con-demn me now? For sure - ly The Lord is

4 Though death may threat-en with dis - as - ter, It can - not
5 My heart has now be - come Thy dwell-ing, O bless - ed,
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Thou for me didst shed, These are my life and
Thee and Thou in  me. No sor - row fills my
nigh, who jus - ti - fies. No hell I fear, and
rob me of my cheer; For He who is of
ho - ly Trin - 1 - ty With an - gels I, Thy
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strength for - ev - er, By them my hun-gry soul is fed.
soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With Je - sus I to heav-en rise.
death the  mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
prais - es tell - ing, Shall live in joy e - ter - nal-ly.
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002985. Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis page 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



Thanksgiving page 200
P] O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and His mercy endureth forever.
Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Salutation page 201

P} The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.
Benedicamus page 202

(P) Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Benediction page 202

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

LSB # 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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1 In the cross of Christ I glo - ry, Tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, Hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam - ing Light and
4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
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o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sa - cred
ceive, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace 1is there that knows no
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sto - 1y Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
sake  me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.
stream -ing Adds more  lus - ter to the  day.
mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872. Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67. Text and tune: Public domain
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