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CROSSROADS
The Sunday of All Saints: 

The Saints and Us

by St. John of Kronstadt 

   You do not understand how the saints in Heaven can 
hear us when we pray to them. But how do the rays of the 
sun bend down from Heaven to us,  lighting everything 
throughout the earth? The saints in the spiritual world are 
like the rays of the sun in the material world. God is the 
eternal, life-giving Sun, and the saints are the rays of this 
wise Sun. As the eyes of the Lord are constantly looking 
upon the earth and upon terrestrial beings, so also the 
eyes of the saints cannot but turn towards the same 
direction as the provident gaze of the Lord of all 
creatures  towards where their treasures (their bodies, 
their works, the holy places, and the persons devoted to 
them) are to be found. 
   You know how quickly, how far, and how clearly the 
heart can see (especially the objects of the spiritual 
world); the heart is the eye of the human being. The purer 
it is, the quicker, farther, and clearer it can see. But with 
God’s saints this spiritual eye is refined, even during their 
lifetime, to the highest degree of purity possible for 
humans, and after their death, when they have become 
united to God, through God’s grace it becomes still 
clearer and wider in the limits of its vision. Therefore the 
saints see very clearly, widely, and far: they see our 
spiritual wants; they see and hear all those who call upon 
them with their whole hearts – that is, those who mental 
eyes are fixed straight upon them. In other words, when 
the eyes of the heart of those who pray, so to say, meet the 
eyes of those they call upon – this is a mysterious vision.
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Crossroads Programs Update: 
  Wish List - Collection Through June

Young people face many challenges growing up no matter their 
circumstances. Kids may have two parent households, loving families, 
great friends, yet still things can go awry. Perhaps they have behavioral 
issues. Perhaps they have an unexpected pregnancy while still a 
teenager. A once bright future may now look dim.

Then there are kids who may have never had any of those things and 
may have been in the child welfare system most of their still young lives. They have only experienced 
instability long periods of out-of-home placement during childhood and adolescence. The experiences 
of these youth place them at a higher risk for unemployment, poor educational outcomes, health 
issues, early parenthood, long-term dependency on public assistance, increased rates of incarceration, 
and homelessness.

And that’s where Crossroads Programs step in, with just one more way they are there to help children 
who need it. Flexible Solutions provides emotionally disturbed youth, in the child welfare system, 
immediate placement into short-term residential care, in an emergency situation. With the help of 
trained caregivers in the community, the program provides family-based residential care that is 
individualized to the youth’s specific needs. Flexible Solutions provides temporary community-based 
homes to youth with emotional and behavioral challenges, 5- to 21-years-old, who are in the child 
welfare system and need short-term placement out of their current environment. The specialized 
foster care settings with “host families” offer daily care and supervision, along with management 
services and access to medical care and other needed services. The goal is to provide the youth a safe 
home environment, helping to stabilize the youth’s behaviors and their ability to live in a family 
setting. 

We will continue to collect clothing and bedding throughout June. All clothing must be new. Most 
needed items include sweatshirts and sweatpants, T-shirts – white or colored, underwear (the boys 
prefer knitted boxers), sleepwear, boys and girls and men’s and women’s clothing, sizes toddler (2-5) 
children’s (6-18), young adult (S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3X).

New sheet sets are desirable for 52 twins, 4 full size and 5 cribs.  However, new or gently used and 
laundered sheet sets, comforters, pillows, mattress protectors and blankets are also appreciated.

Bins for collection have been placed in the vestibule. 

Crossroads Programs is always looking for volunteers. Please see contact information below: 

Crossroads Programs 
610 Beverly-Rancocas Rd. 
Willingboro, NJ 08046
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Some Ways to Support our Parish This Summer

As we begin to enter the summer months with vacations and time away from church, we are grateful to 
everyone who is able to maintain their regular financial commitments to our parish. 

Here are some ways that this can be done:

1) Cash (If an annual record of this donation is desired then it should be put in an envelope with your name on 
it, so that a record can be kept and a receipt eventually will be prepared and available).

2) Monthly Envelopes can be sent to your home (see Fr. John if you would like to donate this way)

3) A Check can be made out to the church and given in the donation basket or left in the church office

4) Having a check sent directly from your bank account to the church (in the same way that bills can 
be paid on your computer through your bank).

Address the check to:
Orthodox Church of the Holy Cross  

Box 805 
Medford, NJ 08055

5) Using our online app, tithe.ly – Please note that there is a 3% processing fee - this can be added to the 
donation or it will be subtracted from the donation): 

     1) You can use the QR Code to the left: 

      2) Go to: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1197928

     3) TEXT the word, “Give” to: 1-833-854-9049 

+ 

SHOP-RITE GIFT CARDS 

Cards are available in denominations of $100, $50, $25, and $20. 

If you’re doing your grocery shopping at Shop Rite, please consider purchasing a Gift card from Holy Cross. 
We receive a 5% discount for cards we purchase in bulk, which benefits the parish. 

Please see Larry Skvir on Sundays after liturgy if you’re interested.   
You can purchase the cards by check or cash. 

 

http://tithe.ly
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1197928
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“God’s Amazing Earth:”  
Our Church School Collaboration in Celebration of Creation 

Students of the teen and older group 
invite everyone to please view the 
painting display in the vestibule and/
or Social Hall. The class was guided 
in creating a work on “What reminds 
me of God as our Creator.” This 
resulted in a varied collection of 
individual drawings and paintings, 
which were then constructed into a 
collage.

The class read and discussed writings 
from two books about the supreme 
and supernatural design of our 
planet. Students discussed, “are we 
just a part of a cosmic fluke, or are 
we ingeniously designed not just for 
this life, but for eternal discovery.”

The painting was then reproduced 
into a fun poster.

Posters are on sale and sales benefit 
the Icon project inside the Church.  
 
Please see Sunday school teachers –
Michelle or Julia, or someone from 
Saint Helena’s Guild to buy a poster 
at $30 for large and $20 for small.  
 
Checks are payable to: 
 
            St. Helena’s Guild 
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St. Tikhon’s Camp 

https://accounts.doepa.org/summercamp

St Andrew’s Camp

https://saintandrewscamp.org/
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“Hanging Together”  
The Society of New Jersey Artists Annual Members’ Exhibition 

May 5 - June 27  
at the Perkins Center for the Arts 

395 Kings Hwy 
Moorestown, NJ 

 
Artists’ Reception 
Saturday, May 17 

5:00-8:00 

The work of Maureen Sapnar is included in this Exhibition 
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