October 4, 2026

Sunday’s Scriptures:
Epistle:
2 Cor 9:6-11

Gospel:
Luke 6:31-36

Shop Rite Cards

Thank you to everyone in the
parish who continue to
purchase the Shop Rite cards
every week. If you already do
your grocery shopping at Shop
Rite, please consider
purchasing a card or two.
They are available from
Larry Skvir every Sunday.

ROSS

Church Musician Appreciation Day:
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Dearly Beloved in the Lord: Christ is in our midst!

Our Diocese will mark Church Musician Appreciation Day on
Sunday, October 4, the Sunday following the feast day of St.
Romanos the Melodist.

Let us never take for granted the vital relationship between the
Rector and the Choir Director; the prayerful connection
between the liturgical celebrants and the choir; and the soul-
enriching ministry of our church musicians, which uplifts and
inspires all those gathered in the Divine Services.

I direct the following petitions to be offered during the
Augmented Litany on October 4:

O Heavenly Father, on this day of recognition for the
women, men and young people in our parish who give
their time and musical talent in service to You, our
Lord, and to Your Church, we ask for Your continued
blessings for all of them, and we entreat You, hear us,
and have mercy.

Bless all of our choir members, O Lord, as they sing
praises to You and glorify Your Name. May their work
may be a witness to Your majesty and love, reminding us
of Your presence in our lives; we entreat You, hear us
and have mercy.

O God, Whom Saints and Angels delight to worship in
Heaven: be ever present with Your servants who seek
through music to perfect the praises offered by Your
people on earth; and entreating You to grant to them
even now glimpses of Your beauty and to make them
worthy to behold it unveiled for evermore, we entreat
You, hear us and have mercy.

With my archpastoral blessings, my humble prayers, and my
sincere love to all of you, especially to the church musicians of
our beloved Diocese,

Archbishop Michael
Archbishop of New York and New Jersey
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OCTOBER-1I0CC MONTH!
'We’ll have a Special Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 11 in support of IOCC

The Greater Philadelphia Committee of IOCC invites you to the

15TH ANNUAL BANQUET TO BENEFIT IOCC
Sunday, October 25, 2026

3:30pm Hors d'Oeuvres & Silent Auction * 5:00pm Dinner & Program

Adelphia Restaurant, Pan Athenian Grand Ballroom
1750 Clements Bridge Rd., Deptford, NJ 08096

Come and learn about IOCC's programs around the world and how your support
makes a difference in places like Ethiopia, Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US.
Banquet Tickets are $85.00 per person

They can be purchased from JUDY CLYDE
(856) 278-6156 / judyclydel08(@comcast.net

Sponsorship Opportunities:

Friend ($250+) — 2 total reserved Banquet seats / Sponsor ($500+) — 4 total reserved banquet seats


mailto:judyclyde108@comcast.net
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The Atrium

Dwelling Place

A dwelling is a place where someone lives. There are holy places where God dwells. The Church is
God’s home, and the children know that God dwells inside of them; the children also understand that
God is present in physical places, like the atrium environment. The atrium can be likened to a retreat
house. It is in this prepared environment where the child experiences the presence of God in their life,
and in doing so, forms the person they are to become. The environment itself can help, or it can
prevent the development of the person. The environment needs to be prepared in a way that answers
the needs of the child and helps the child to grow in his or her relationship with God. Both the parent
and the child need a “lovely dwelling place” (Psalm 84) in which to draw nearer to Him and respond
authentically to the gifts of God’s love.

Word of God

As we begin our year in the atrium, we want to help the child begin to become familiar with the
prepared environment, particularly the prayer corner and how we speak and move in this place,
especially how we honor God's presence at the prayer table. We celebrate the gift of the Bible in the
life of the atrium with a prayer celebration. The children come to know that the Holy Bible contains the
Word of God. When we read from the Bible, or listen to His Word, God is present with us. We open the
Bible and proclaim and reflect upon sacred scripture, perhaps John 8:12 or Psalm 119:105.

When pondering, “How is the Word of God like a light?”, a ten-year-old boy responds, “Light helps us
to see. When we read from the Bible, we are able to see and know things about God that we could not
see before.” The children help us to know that Light touches and transforms everything. What are
those things the child (and the adult) will now be able to see about God that was not visible before?

The Atrium

In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, the name “atrium” is owed to Italian educator Maria
Montessori. It refers to the space of the ancient Roman basilicas, between the street and the church. It
was a place to prepare to enter the temple. Imagine the pilgrims traveling to Rome, who arrived after
days, weeks, even months of being on the road. The atrium gradually gives way to the passage between
the things of the world and the place where we will encounter the Lord. In the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd, the atrium is a place for work, for celebration, and for prayer. The atrium is the child’s
prepared environment, a place where God, the Holy One, comes to dwell. A place where the child
experiences God dwelling in the Word, God dwelling in all of creation, and God dwelling in our hearts.

© The United States Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Inc. 2024
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Some Ways to Support our Parish

Here are some ways that this can be done:

1) Cash (If an annual record of this donation is desired then it should be put in an envelope
with your name on it, so that a record can be kept and a receipt eventually will be
prepared and available).

2) Monthly Envelopes can be sent to your home (see Fr. John if you would like to donate
this way).

3) A Check can be made out to the church and given in the donation basket or left in the
church office.

4) Having a check sent directly from your bank account to the church (in the
same way that bills can be paid on your computer through your bank).

Address the check to:

Orthodox Church of the Holy Cross
Box 805
Medford, NJ 08055

5) Using our online app, tithe.ly — Please note that there is a 3% processing fee - this
can be added to the donation or it will be subtracted from the donation):

1) You can use the QR Code at our website: https://holycrossmedford.org/

2) Go to: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1197928

3) TEXT the word, “Give” to: 1-833-854-9049
+

SHOP RITE COUPONS

Cards are available in denominations of $100, $50, $25, and $20.

Shop-Rite sells the cards in bulk to us at a §% discount. The gift cards are available from
Larry Skvir every Sunday at coffee hour. If you regularly shop at Shop-Rite and don’t
already use the gift cards, please consider purchasing them in 2026.


http://tithe.ly
https://holycrossmedford.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1197928

