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Sunday, May 29, 2022

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34
Gospel: John 9:1-38

6th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Blind Man. Virgin Martyr
Theodosia of Tyre (307-308). Repose of Bl. John of Ustiug,
Fool-for-Christ (1494). Virgin Martyr Theodosia, Nun, of
Constantinople (726-730). Icon of the Mother of God,
“SURETY OF SINNERS”

Liturgical and Events Schedule
e All services are Live Streamed unless otherwise noted.
e Masks are no longer mandatory.

Sunday, May 29
10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy
HSCENSHOH OF OUR LORD
Wednesday, June 1
7:00 PM: Vesperal Liturgy
for Ascension
Christ has Ascended!!

Saturday, June 4

9:00 AM: Community
Luncheon — Baked
Macaroni & Cheese

5:00 PM: Healing Service with Abp. Michael

6:00 PM: Light meal following service

Sunday, June 5

9:30 AM: Greeting of His Eminence, Archbishop Michael
followed by Divine Liturgy

Noon: Coffee Hour

Mowerw
In loving memory of Tiffe Ritzheimer & sister, Olga—
given John & Ellie Kuzma

(856) 665-2491
www.holyerossmedford.org

Why Does God Allow Bad Things to Happen?
Fr. James Guirguis | 02 June 2019
https://www.pravmir.com/why-does-god-allow-bad-things-
to-happen/

We hear about a blind man that the Lord was walking
past along with His disciples. And an interesting question
was put to the Lord Jesus. His disciples asked “Rabbi
(teacher), who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” That is a really fascinating question.

When bad things happen in our life, or when we see
tragedies, we are often inclined to think that someone
must have done something wrong to deserve the bad
thing that happened to them. This is one of the reasons
that I love some of the stories of the saints such as the
story of St. Athanasius of Mt. Athos. He was this holy
man who loved God and all the people and he died
during a construction accident while the dome of his
church was being built. What is all the more interesting is
that God prepared him for this event by speaking to him
beforehand. Another example is St. Artemius who was
killed by a lightning strike at the age of 12. Many people
believed at that time that this must have been God’s
judgment on the boy, but in later years they found his
body perfectly incorrupt and whole and many miracles
were worked by his body after his physical death. And
before we say that such things are not possible according
to the Scriptures we should read 2 Kings 13 and see what
the body of a saint is capable of doing.

When something bad happens, we often assume that God
caused it to happen in order to punish the person or
group. But often that is not the case at all. So we see that
the disciples ask a question that is part of our nature to
ask. And we see that it is ok to ask questions. You should
feel comfortable asking questions but you should be
careful about assuming the answers. The disciples want
to know if and why God punished this man with his
blindness. | have found that this is often the way that
people deal with troubles and difficult circumstances of
life. They will say things like “I’m not sure what I’ve
done to deserve this.” But the remarkable answer that we
see in the lives of these saints we just mentioned and in
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the words of the Lord Jesus is that sometimes these
things happen in order for God to show His marvelous
works through them.

The disciples could see a man who was born without
eyes, but they could not see past that. For them, the only
reality was the man’s blindness. That was the end of the
story. But for the Lord Jesus, what appears to be an end,
may just be the beginning of the story. And we see this in
His own life. If you were an observer to the events that
happened on one terrible Friday in Jerusalem around the
year 33 ad you would think that the crucifixion of Jesus
upon the cross as a common criminal was the end of the
story. Indeed, that is exactly what the disciples thought.
But for the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, what appears to
be the end, can in actuality be the beginning or the start
of a new story. We know this story, we are living this
story.

Jesus tells us that “It was not that this man sinned or His
parents, but that the works of God might be made
manifest in him.” This should give each of us hope! You
may be going through difficult circumstances in your
own life, but that does not mean that God is punishing
you. St. John tells us that God is love. God is not going
around looking to cause harm to others. He is love. He
seeks us in order to love us and to do good to us and for
us. The reason why God might be allowing tough
situations in your life is to show you His works through
those events. He is able to help us and change our
situations. He is able to take a situation that looks
hopeless and add a new chapter to it. So have faith in
God, don’t despair. God may use your situation or your
life to strengthen your faith and glorify His name.

The man who was born blind did not know that God had
allowed all of this to occur so that it might be for his
benefit and the benefit of those who would see it. With
this miracle the Lord could not only bring sight to one
man, He could bring spiritual sight to many more. After
all, the prophet Isaiah foretold that the long awaited
messiah would bring sight to the blind! And this was the
most dramatic possible healing. The man born without
eyes, is healed by Christ and returns with eyes and can
see! Even more than this, the man now has spiritual
vision.

He has knowledge of the identity of Christ, he sees the
truth. What a blessing he received! Can you imagine his

joy? He had gone all of his life without ever seeing a
single thing and yet now he could see much more than
most because he could see that Jesus was the Christ, the
Son of God. He receives full sight while we see that the
Pharisees do not acknowledge the miracle. They don’t
believe that such a miracle is possible and they certainly
do not believe that Jesus of Nazareth could have done it.
So who is really blind?

In actuality, the Pharisees are blind to what God is doing
in their midst. Even their reading of Scripture is
uninformed and darkened. They claim to be students of
Moses but what did the Lord Himself say about that?
“You search the Scriptures for in them you think you
have eternal life, but these are they which spoke of Me.”
It is the very words of Moses and the rest of the prophets
that should have prepared the Pharisees for the Lord, but
they were confused, blinded by such acts of love. They
tried to constrain the love of God and force it to act
within their predetermined boundaries. They could not
understand a miracle being performed on the Sabbath
day. But who are we to enforce the rules on God
Himself? Who are we to limit God’s love?

As Christians we have to be careful not to limit what God
can do in our lives or in the lives of others. We can have
abundant faith, abundant hope and abundant love and we
can believe that God is capable of doing anything at any
time because He is a God without limits. He makes what
is impossible, possible. When you truly believe this, you
will be like the man in today’s gospel and receive full
sight. That is sight and vision that can never ever be
taken away from you. May God give us the ability to
clearly see the light of the world! Christ is risen!

Thus says the LORD: “A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted for her children,
Because they are no more. This is what the LORD says:
“Keep your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears,
for the reward for your work will come, declares the
LORD. Then your children will return from the land of the
enemy....Jeremiah 31: 15-16

Remember when you shop (Church of the Holy Cross)
dmazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

@holycrossmedfordn;j

E_/Like uson
n Facebook



