
 

 

The AI-Natives are restless! 
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I remember when an uncle told me about the fun he was having playing 
around with “remote control airplanes” off the shores of California.  He 
was a planes and trains hobbyist (putting it mildly) but he used the 
term “drone” and I never forgot it. That was almost 40 years ago; it’s 
hard to overstate the significance of drones in the world today. 

  

Every generation has some technology that was not part of their era’s 
ecosystem.  Beepers, for example.  I remember having one. And I 
remember the process of mobile phones integrating into our daily lives 
starting in the consoles of fancy Cadillacs to the front (or back pockets) 
of most denim jeans in the world.  I am not “cell-phone native,” but my 
kids sure are. 

  

This term, “native”… essentially, it describes an eco-system or place in 
which and from which you were born and raised.  And so here we have 
among us now the AI-native generation, a generation that can’t 
remember a time when artificial intelligence wasn’t a part of their 
education or existence.  So, presumably, these kids know the lay of the 
land and are fluent in their native language.  

  

There are certain advantages to that – most significantly, speed.  It 
doesn’t take an interpreter to translate a foreign language or time to 
learn the language (more or less) if you are native.  You can simply 
process things, ideas, needs, and tasks much more efficiently – you are 
faster to your destination, whether a local watering hole or some data 
point in the cloud.  BUT… you better have the right destination in mind 
or you are simply just faster to the wrong endpoint. For some reason, 



Elon Musk is widely credited with the critical need to ask the right 
questions (see this article referencing his 2022 Ted Talk in Vancouver), 
but don’t we all know that?  Just see how many times it takes for you to 
enter the right prompts in your Google search to get 
the right answer!  The right questions, or, prompts, have and will always 
be crucial to getting to the truth. 

  

In addition to the concerns that AI will significantly reduce the need for 
all sorts of labor (white and blue collar), this further descriptive term 
“generative” also sounds quite ominous. The perhaps mistaken idea (at 
least for now) that AI is going to generate new ideas and, as a result, 
cease to rely on existing data or ideas to generate its derivative 
productions or reproductions would mean that almost the entire value 
chain from idea-to-implement(ation) could be replaced by “the 
machines.”  But for now, I found a recent comment by the Chief 
Creative Officer at Pixar to be quite reasonable and highly 
qualified.  Appearing on the Mike Birbiglia “Working It Out” Podcast, 
Pete Docter says that “AI seems like it is the least impressive blah 
average of things.”  His perspective is certainly more nuanced than that 
and should not be taken out of context, but it does provide a very 
experienced view on AI’s place in the truly creative space(s), for now… 

  

But, as a research tool, WOW.  Whether it’s Phase 2 protocols from 
DeepSeek or if you’ve asked Grok for strategic considerations, the 
depth and sophistication of the summaries and suggestions are 
inspiring. That doesn’t mean they are perfect.  Practical enrollment 
challenges or certain other underappreciated (and therefore 
underrepresented in the literature from which AI draws) aspects of a 
proposed mechanism of action means there is still need for 
supervision, thankfully.  Try it, holy smokes.  And that’s just on the 
planning and design side of things. But about the AI-native biotechs 
that are getting rolling?  Well, turns out I didn’t even have to ask that 
“right” question.  All I had to do was to prompt ChatGPT with: 

 

 

https://www.inc.com/jeff-steen/elon-musk-reveals-that-his-question-philosophy-is-what-vaulted-him-to-success-while-others-failed.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo5cluWh4I0&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo5cluWh4I0&t=15s


 

 

 

Sidenote, wondering if anybody else finds themselves minding their P’s 

and Q’s when “interacting” with the artificial intelligence.        

  

Behold… AI-native biotech startups was the topic chosen by, well, hey, 
wait a minute… did this AI just steer the ensuing discussion towards its 
own kind?!  Hmm…maybe I’m not taking this “machines are coming for 

us” thing seriously enough.          But at the risk to our kind, and without 
further ado, please enjoy… 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


