
Ed Marsh

• Woods Lane
• Ipswich 1969 – now (except 

school & Army)
• School Council Winthrop, 

Middle & High for 10 years
• Coach and board of youth 

sports for 15 years
• Veteran – member of all 4 

organizations in town, 
former commander of VFW 
Post 1093
• Run two small businesses –

tech & industrial
• Consulted for companies 

including American Express

1



Article 27
Increase Town Meeting Quorum to 10% of Voters
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“It would be a dangerous 
delusion were a confidence 
in the men of our choice to 
silence our fears for the 
safety of our rights; that 
confidence is everywhere 
the parent of despotism—
free government is founded 
in jealousy, and not in 
confidence; it is jealousy 
and not confidence which 
prescribes limited 
constitutions, to bind down 
those whom we are obliged 
to trust with power.”

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Jefferson3



1% Isn’t 
Representative

LA = 3.95MM or 1.2%
US = 330MM

Ipswich
13,000 residents
11,000 voters
200 to convene meeting
2/3 or 134 to pass

134 to pass
= 1% of residents
= 1.2% of voters

https://ontheworldmap.com/usa/city/los-angeles/los-angeles-location-on-the-us-map.html
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$8,100 is a BIG PURCHASE

https://travel.usnews.com/features/5-ways-cruise-lines-are-becoming-more-environmentally-friendly

Vacation 
$2,500 & months of thought

Town Budget
$46,000,000 / 5,700 
households = 
$8,100/household

You want to think about 
that too!
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Participation
https://www.nrm.org/2012/01/norman-rockwells-four-freedoms/

17% voted in 2019

He’s Naïve…..

1.Space
2.They might not come
3.We vote anyway
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Vote Yes
130 people shouldn’t run the 

town

≈6% to enact big changes is a 
small ask

There’s a reason they’ll try to 
scare you – but it won’t be said
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Article 28
OPEB Funding
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More than “Chin Music”

https://www.npr.org/2018/03/08/591753884/do-
police-officers-in-schools-really-make-them-saferhttps://www.wayzata.org/169/Public-Works
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$26,000,000

$22,360,000 

$3,640,000 

OPEB Liability

Unfunded Funded
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Dangerous Assumptions

https://inflationdata.com/articles/cost-of-living/health-insurance-inflation/

Medical

5%??? Or 15-20%

Investment 
Return?

Retirement rate?

Lifespan?
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Creative Accounting
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We Can Pretend

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-australia-protests-idUSKCN0IX14420141113 https://billionairedecoded.com/2020/06/money-grows-on-trees
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https://blog.reformedjournal.com/2020/02/04/moving-the-goalposts-and-kicking-the-can/

Stop “Kicking the Can”!!

He’s Silly
-----------------

$1,400,000 
paygo is ≈ 7% 
of this years 
$20.3MM 
municipal 
budget
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Vote Yes
No more smoke and mirrors

We have obligations to honor – time to do the 
right thing

It’s going to impact the budget either way

The people who have let this fester will now tell 
you why it’s all perfectly OK. Be skeptical!
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Article 29
Recording Public Meetings
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Too Much To Track

• 37 Committees
• 4 Buildings
• 11 Rooms
• Hours of meeting

Wait….
What happened?
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http://mastersdust.com/2013/09/25/can-churches-ask-too-much/stressed-family/
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https://info.zimmercommunications.com/fuze32/blog/5-tips-for-busy-business-owners 19



https://www.aarp.org/caregiving/home-care/info-2019/safety-tips.html 20



Simple (& inexpensive) Technology
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Searchable 
Transcripts

https://www.ca2.uscourts.gov/clerk/case_filing/electronic_filing/how_to_use_cmecf/text_searchable_pdfs.html 22
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“But…but…he’s all wrong!”
• iCam does it already
•Might require staff time
•🤣🤣 Not all committees want to be recorded 🤣🤣
• Have to do complete study of meeting laws 🤣
• Too expensive 🤣🤣
• Transcript accuracy
• Too complicated for meeting convenors 🤬
• During COVID some meetings were hard to hear 🤡🤡🤡

WELL, WHAT ABOUT US, the VOTERS!!!???
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Vote Yes

• Lots of committees and meetings
• Just because you don’t want to speak 
now, doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be able 

to review later
• Minimal impact

• So ask yourself, why would anyone 
resist??
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Article 30
Ban on Articles Justified on Man-Made Global Warming
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Argilla Road, Blizzard of ‘78

https://historicipswich.org/2021/02/06/blizzard-of-1978/
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Michael Crichton

Let’s be clear: the work of 
science has nothing whatever 
to do with consensus. 
Consensus is the business of 
politics…..In science 
consensus is irrelevant. What 
is relevant is reproducible 
results. The greatest scientists 
in history are great precisely 
because they broke with the 
consensus. There is no such 
thing as consensus science. If 
it’s consensus, it isn’t science. 
If it’s science, it isn’t 
consensus. Period.

http://thelocalne.ws/2018/03/03/now-that-the-power-is-back-here-are-some-photos-and-videos-of-the-march-noreaster/water-street-ipswich-flooded/

Moon Tides – Horror!!
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Ignaz Semmelweis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignaz_Semmelweis29



Key Questions

1. Is it a problem?
2. Is it ours to fix?
3. What are we trying to solve for?

….and at what astronomical local cost in direct 
levy and impaired freedoms
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John Kerry
“The science is 
unequivocal . . . 
President Obama 
and I believe very 
deeply that we do 
not have time for a 
meeting anywhere 
of the Flat Earth 
Society.”

Chitter Chatter vs. Pitter Patter

🤣
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“The United States primarily 
has done an excellent job, 
moving from being a very dirty 
place in the 1950s to quite a 
clean place today,” said Dr. 
Carlos Dora, the health 
organization’s coordinator for 
its department of public health, 
environmental and social 
determinants of health.

World Health Organization’s
Dr. Carlos Dora

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/12/science/who-says-europe-trails-us-in-reducing-air-pollution.html
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Dr. Steven Koonin - Undersecretary 
for Science in the US Department of Energy under 
President Obama

May, 2021
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CHINA

https://twitter.com/nypost/status/1390416038089707524/photo/1

https://www.axios.com/china-emissions-ranking-0757dc71-ffdd-4236-af40-1da21e669061.html
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OMG!!!!! Gasp, gasp. He’s neanderthal!!!

•We must! For the kids!!
•We must do our little part

And then the killer…..
•🤣🤣 the state won’t approve it 🤣🤣

WELL, then do your job and fight for it on our behalf!
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Vote Yes
• Science is never “settled”

• The people who really know don’t act 
worried

• We have already done our part
• We are responsible to the town, not the 

state
• It’s spending money we don’t have and 

changing our lives, to help a few folks 
feel fulfilled 36



Article 31
Bill Of Rights
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Ipswich, MA
The legendary and heroic 
opposition by the people 
and leaders of …This act of 
resistance has been called 
‘the foundation of American 
Democracy,’ and was the 
beginning of a series of 
events which eighty-eight 
years later culminated in the 
Revolutionary War.
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Massachusetts 
Compromise

Sam Adams & John 
Hancock

Federalists & Anti-
Federalists

Constitution was ratified 
BECAUSE the Bill of Rights 
was included - & MA 
made it happen
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Stifling Regulation
“Regulatory Oppression”
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“It would be a dangerous 
delusion were a confidence 
in the men of our choice to 
silence our fears for the 
safety of our rights; that 
confidence is everywhere 
the parent of despotism—
free government is founded 
in jealousy, and not in 
confidence; it is jealousy 
and not confidence which 
prescribes limited 
constitutions, to bind down 
those whom we are obliged 
to trust with power.”

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Jefferson41



42



Not another constitutionalist 😫

You’ll hear I’m unsophisticated and naïve

“Creator”
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Theocracy

https://iranhr.net/media/content/images/sansari_penhan58-3_ULpBvvu.jpg.885x520_q85_box-0%2C31%2C151%2C119_crop_detail_upscale.jpg

This is why we separate Church & State
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/pilgrims-and-the-roots-of-the-american-thanksgiving-141702956145



“Karen”
Our rights are not 
derived from:
• Neighbors
• Community
• Select board
• Finance committee
• Or some appointee

They are ours –
fundamentally, and 
from a higher authority

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-city-commission-on-human-rights-investigating-incident-at-park-20200527-7qzlrberhrc5xmpfqdpnsapgxm-story.html
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https://www.standup4humanrights.org/en/2019/highlights_02.html
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Not another constitutionalist 😫

You’ll hear I’m unsophisticated and naïve

“Creator”
“Gotcha”
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https://www.legendsofamerica.com/ah-billrights/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/06/06/ipswich-votes-become-sanctuary-

town/qhFdO990JhiGwUM0wYFWOJ/story.html

Willful Disregard for Federal Law
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Vote Yes
• Our Rights Are Ours!

• They’re gradually eroded…and then suddenly
• This should be a NO BRAINER

• Already demonstrated they’ll ignore federal 
law

• Be very skeptical of anyone who protests that 
this is a GOTCHA. That’s EXACTLY what the 

founding fathers intended. And anyone 
pushing back announces they’re real intent
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