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  I.   Ičtİoductioč
Access to safe, affoİdable ačd legal
aboİtiočs foİ ŖoČeč ačd giİls ič the
Easteİč Caİibbeač, paİticulaİlŘ those
of the Oİgačisatioč of the Easteİč
Caİibbeač States ʰOECSʱ aİe issues of
gečdeİ eįualitŘ, huČač İights ačd
public health. All thİee aİe ičtiČatelŘ
ačd ičeŗoİablŘ coččected. CİiČičal
aboİtioč laŖs aİe fiİst ačd foİeČost a
policičg of ŖoČeč’s İepİoductiŕe
fučctioč. TheŘ aİe aiČed at foİcičg
ŖoČeč ičto Čotheİhood učdeİ the
guise of pİoŕidičg pİotectioč to the
učboİč ačd safeguaİdičg societŘ’s
abilitŘ to İecİeate itself. 
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The laŖs aİe theİefoİe the pİoduct
of gečdeİ ideologies;  Ŗhich ŕieŖ
ŖoČeč’s ŕalue as beičg pİedicated
oč the abilitŘ to beaİ childİeč but
haŕičg čo authoİitŘ to deteİČiče
hoŖ oİ Ŗheč theŘ should caİİŘ out
this fučctioč.

These gečdeİ ideologies peİpetuate the
čotioč that ŖoČeč’s bodies aİe čot theiİ
oŖč but the pİopeİtŘ of Čeč ačd the
Časculiče state. WoČeč’s citizečship is
theİefoİe secočdaİŘ to heİ İole as Čotheİ.
These seŗist ideologies İuč coučteİ to ouİ
pİesečt daŘ učdeİstačdičg of huČač
İights. As ŖoČeč aİe also huČač beičgs,
theŘ haŕe the İight to bodilŘ autočoČŘ,
pİiŕacŘ ačd to be fİee fİoČ ičhuČače ačd
cİuel tİeatČečt.
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CİiČičal aboİtioč laŖs, Ŗhich stifle ŖoČeč’s
ačd giİls’ abilitŘ to deteİČiče hoŖ ačd Ŗheč
theŘ becoČe Čotheİs, ŕiolate all thİee
İights.
 
Aboİtioč laŖs ič the Easteİč Caİibbeač, like
otheİ paİts of the Ŗoİld, ičfİičge ŖoČeč’s
ačd giİls’ İights haŕe gİaŕe cočseįuečces foİ
ŖoČeč’s ačd giİls’ health. Restİictiŕe 
aboİtioč laŖs aİe a keŘ deteİČičačt of
učsafe aboİtiočs, Ŗhich lead to Čedical
coČplicatiočs İesultičg ič high İates of
Čateİčal ČoİbiditŘ ačd ČoİtalitŘ[ɾ].
WoİldŖide ač estiČated ʃʅɽ,ɽɽɽ ŖoČeč die
ŘeaİlŘ fİoČ učsafe aboİtiočs ačd ič soČe
Caİibbeač coučtİies it is a leadičg cause of
Čateİčal deaths especiallŘ aČočgst
adolescečt giİls[ɿ]. IčŕaİiablŘ, İestİictioč oč
aboİtiočs dispİopoİtiočatelŘ affects ŖoČeč
Ŗho aİe alİeadŘ disadŕačtaged as a İesult of
age, seŗual oİiečtatioč ačd loŖ socio-
ecočoČic status.[ʀ] Libeİalisičg aboİtioč
laŖs ič the Easteİč Caİibbeač is theİefoİe ač
iČpeİatiŕe to achieŕičg gečdeİ eįualitŘ ačd
pİotectičg ŖoČeč’s ačd giİls’ İight to
eįualitŘ, pİiŕacŘ, bodilŘ autočoČŘ ačd
health.
 
Restİictiŕe aboİtioč laŖs, Ŗhich ŕiolate
İepİoductiŕe, libeİtŘ ačd eįualitŘ İights,
iČplicate ŖoČeč’s ačd giİls’ İights to eįual
citizečship. Citizečship is the İecogčitioč of
ač ičdiŕidual’s ČeČbeİship ič the societŘ
ačd ʼthe İights ačd İespočsibilities
cočfeİİed bŘ that ČeČbeİshipʽ[ʁ]. HuČač
İights, ačd theiİ eČbodiČečt ič
cočstitutiočal ŕalues, eŗist foİ the bečefit of
all citizečs, İegaİdless of seŗ, gečdeİ oİ
otheİ idečtities. 
 
 
 
 

MeČbeİ states of the OECS haŕe a positiŕe
dutŘ to guaİačtee these İights foİ all
citizečs. States Ŗith İestİictiŕe aboİtioč laŖs
ačd policies aİe ič bİeach of this dutŘ sičce
ŖoČeč ačd giİls aİe eŗcluded fİoČ
bečefitičg fİoČ the İights guaİačteed to
theČ as ČeČbeİs of societŘ. This eŗclusioč
is paİticulaİlŘ egİegious because it
Čaİgičalises the cočceİčs ačd čeeds of half
the huČač populatioč. Foİ lesbiač ačd
biseŗual ŖoČeč, the Čaİgičalisatioč is
coČpoučded - ič additioč to čot haŕičg
theiİ İepİoductiŕe İights pİotected, theŘ
also Čust face state sačctiočed
discİiČičatioč ačd, obstacles ič accessičg
İepİoductiŕe seİŕices, ačd ič soČe cases,
cİiČičalisatioč foİ theiİ seŗual oİiečtatioč.
 
The puİpose of this İepoİt is theİefoİe to
eŗaČiče legal pİoŕisiočs goŕeİčičg aboİtioč
ič Ačtigua & Baİbuda, DoČičica, Gİečada, St
Kitts & Neŕis, St Lucia ačd, St Vičcečt ačd
the Gİečadičes. The İepoİt idečtifies the
ŖaŘs ič Ŗhich the laŖs discİiČičate agaičst
ŖoČeč ačd giİls. The papeİ uses
ičteİčatiočal laŖ ačd the ičteİčatiočal
obligatiočs of the siŗ OECS coučtİies to
cočteŗtualise the eŗtečt to Ŗhich these laŖs
aİe ič ŕiolatioč of huČač İights stačdaİds
İegaİdičg ŖoČeč’s ačd giİls’ İight to access
safe ačd affoİdable aboİtioč. The papeİ ečds
bŘ giŕičg İecoČČečdatiočs foİ İefoİČičg
the legislatiŕe fİaČeŖoİk foİ aboİtiočs ič
the ʃ čaČed coučtİies. The
İecoČČečdatiočs aİe ičfoİČed bŘ the
eŗpeİiečce ič Cačada, Baİbados ačd GuŘača.
 
 
 
 
 



Like the ɾʅʃɾ laŖ, aboİtioč is cİiČičalised ič
all siŗ coučtİies. HoŖeŕeİ, eŗceptiočs to the
cİiČičal sačctiočs cač be foučd ič statute ačd
is also suppoİted bŘ the decisioč ič ač old
Ečglish case called R ŕ Bouİče.[ɾ] Bouİče
ičŕolŕed a Čedical doctoİ Ŗho had peİfoİČed
ač aboİtioč foİ a teečageİ Ŗhose pİegčačcŘ
Ŗas the İesult of a İape. The doctoİ Ŗas
chaİged učdeİ the ɾʅʃɾ laŖ foİ coČČittičg ač
aboİtioč but aİgued that he did the aboİtioč
ič oİdeİ to pİotect the Čečtal health of the
giİl. The couİt disČissed the chaİge agaičst
the doctoİ ačd held that the ɾʅʃɾ Act očlŘ
cİiČičalised učlaŖful aboİtiočs. Aboİtiočs
Ŗeİe theİefoİe to be cočsideİed laŖful if theŘ
Ŗeİe čecessaİŘ to pİotect the health ʰČečtal
oİ phŘsicalʱ of the Čotheİ.
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II.  Aboİtioč Legislatioč 
      ič 6 OECS Coučtİies

The laŖs oč aboİtioč ič the 6 OECS
coučtİies aİe all adopted fİoČ ačd
ičfluečced bŘ a Bİitish coločial eİa
laŖ titled the Offečces Agaičst the
Peİsoč Act, ɾ86ɾ. SoČe of the
coučtİies like Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda,
St Kitts ačd Neŕis ačd DoČičica
haŕe Čaičtaičed the coločial eİa laŖ
Ŗithout chačges. Whilst St Lucia, St
Vičcečt ačd the Gİečadičes ačd
Gİečada Čade chačges to theiİ laŖs,
the ethos of the coločial eİa laŖ
İeČaičs.



A N T I G U A
A N D  B A R B U D A D O M I N I C A

         TABLE 1

LaŖs
CİiČičalisičg
Aboİtioč

Who cač face 
cİiČičal
sačctiočs

TŘpe of cİiČičal
sačctiočs iČposed
if foučd guiltŘ

LaŖs Cİeatičg
Eŗceptioč to
CİiČičalisatioč

CiİcuČstačces 
Ŗheİe aboİtioč 
cač  be caİİied out
legallŘ

Sectiočs ʂʀ-ʂʁ of the Offečces
Agaičst the Peİsoč Act,ɾʅʄʀ.

 Sectiočs ɿʰɾʱ ačd ʰɿʱ of the
Ičfačt Life Pİeseİŕatioč Act,
ɾʆʀʄ ʰİefeİİed to as child
destİuctiočʱ

 

The pİegčačt ŖoČač Ŗho
atteČpts oİ coČpletes the
aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho atteČpts to oİ
caİİies out ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho kčoŖičglŘ supplies
oİ pİocuİes ačŘ iteČs to be used
ič caİİŘičg out ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho aboİts a foetus ɿʅ
Ŗeeks oİ Čoİe ačd Ŗhich is
capable of beičg boİč aliŕe

 

 

 

 

ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ɿ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
Life iČpİisočČečt

 Sectioč ɿʰɾʱ of the Ičfačt
Life Pİeseİŕatioč Act, ɾʆʀʄ.
R ŕ Bouİče [ɾʆʀʆ] ɾ K. B.
ʃʅʄ

To saŕe the life of the
ŖoČač, Ŗhich ičcludes
the pİeseİŕatioč of
phŘsical ačd Čečtal
health.

Sectiočs ʂʃ-ʂʄ of the
Offečces Agaičst the                          
Peİsoč Act,ɾʅʄʀ.

 Sectiočs ʅ ʰɾʱ ačd ʰɿʱ of
the Offečces Agaičst the
Peİsoč Act, ɾʆʄʀ

 

The pİegčačt ŖoČač Ŗho
atteČpts oİ coČpletes the
aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho atteČpts to oİ
caİİies out ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho kčoŖičglŘ

AčŘoče Ŗho aboİts a foetus ɿʅ
Ŗeeks oİ Čoİe ačd Ŗhich is
capable of beičg boİč aliŕe

 

 

     supplies oİ pİocuİe ačŘ iteČ to       
     be used ič caİİŘičg out ač                
     aboİtioč.
 

 

ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ɿ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
Life iČpİisočČečt

Sectioč ɿʰɾʱ of the Ičfačt
Life Pİeseİŕatioč Act, ɾʆʀʄ.
R ŕ Bouİče [ɾʆʀʆ] ɾ K. B.
ʃʅʄ

To saŕe the life of the
ŖoČač, Ŗhich ičcludes
the pİeseİŕatioč of
phŘsical ačd Čečtal
health.
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G R E N A D A

         TABLE 1

LaŖs
CİiČičalisičg
Aboİtioč

Who cač face 
cİiČičal
sačctiočs

TŘpe of cİiČičal
sačctiočs iČposed
if foučd guiltŘ

LaŖs Cİeatičg
Eŗceptioč to
CİiČičalisatioč

CiİcuČstačces 
Ŗheİe aboİtioč 
cač  be caİİied
out legallŘ

Sectiočs ɿʀ ačd ɿʁʄ
of the CİiČičal
Code of ɾʆʅʄ.

AčŘoče ʰthe pİegčačt
ŖoČač ačd ačŘ otheİ
peİsočʱ Ŗho causes ač
aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho causes the
pİeČatuİe deliŕeİŘ of a
child foİ the puİpose of
hastečičg the childʿs death.

 

ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt

Sectioč ɿʂɽ of the
CİiČičal Code of ɾʆʅʄ.

AčŘ act Ŗhich is doče, ič good
faith ačd Ŗithout čegligečce, foİ
the puİpose of Čedical oİ suİgical
tİeatČečt of a pİegčačt ŖoČač is
justifiable eŕeč if it causes oİ is
ičtečded to cause ač aboİtioč.
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S T K I T T S  A N D
N E V I S

Sectiočs ʂʀ ačd ʂʁ
Offečces Agaičst the
Peİsoč Act ɾʅʄʀ, İeŕised
ʀɾ DeceČbeİ ɿɽɽɿ.

The pİegčačt ŖoČač Ŗho
atteČpts ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho atteČpts to caİİŘ
out ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho kčoŖičglŘ
supplies oİ pİocuİes ačŘ iteČ
to be used ič caİİŘičg out ač
aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho aboİts a foetus ɿʅ
Ŗeeks oİ Čoİe ačd Ŗhich is
capable of beičg boİč aliŕe.

 

 

 

 

MaŗiČuČ ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
Ŗith oİ Ŗithout haİd labouİ.  
MaŗiČuČ ɾɽ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
Ŗith oİ Ŗithout haİd labouİ.
MaŗiČuČ ɿ Řeaİs Ŗith oİ Ŗithout
haİd labouİ.
Life iČpİisočČečt Ŗith oİ Ŗithout

haİd labouİ

Sectioč ɿʰɾʱ of the Ičfačt
Life Pİeseİŕatioč Act, ɾʆʀʄ.
R ŕ Bouİče [ɾʆʀʆ] ɾ K. B.
ʃʅʄ.

To saŕe the life of the ŖoČač,
Ŗhich ičcludes the pİeseİŕatioč
of phŘsical ačd Čečtal health.



S T  L U C I A
S T  V I N C E N T  A N D
T H E  G R E N A D I N E S

         TABLE 1  

LaŖs
CİiČičalisičg
Aboİtioč

Who cač face 
cİiČičal
sačctiočs

TŘpe of cİiČičal
sačctiočs iČposed
if foučd guiltŘ

LaŖs Cİeatičg
Eŗceptioč to
CİiČičalisatioč

CiİcuČstačces 
Ŗheİe aboİtioč 
cač  be caİİied out
legallŘ

Sectiočs ɾʃʂ of the
Reŕised CİiČičal Code of
ɿɽɽʁ.

AčŘoče ʰthe pİegčačt ŖoČač
ačd ačŘ otheİ peİsočʱ Ŗho
causes ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho causes the
pİeČatuİe deliŕeİŘ of a child
foİ the puİpose of hastečičg
the childʿs death.

 

 

ʄ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ʄ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt

Sectiočs ɾʃʃ of the
Reŕised CİiČičal Code of
ɿɽɽʁ.

TŖo Čedical pİactitiočeİs čeed to
cočfiİČ that ʰaʱ it is čecessaİŘ to saŕe
the ŖoČačʿs life ʰbʱ it Ŗill pİeseİŕe heİ
phŘsical ačd Čečtal health oİ ʰcʱ the
pİegčačcŘ is the İesult of İape oİ
ičcest.
The pİegčačcŘ should čot eŗceed ɾɿ
Ŗeeks ačd should be doče at ač
authoİised ičstitutioč.
If the aboİtioč is iČČediatelŘ 
čecessaİŘ to saŕe the life of the 
pİegčačt ŖoČač oİ to  pİeŕečt gİaŕe
peİČačečt ičjuİŘ to heİ phŘsical oİ
Čečtal health, the liČits as it İelates to
lečgth of pİegčačcŘ ačd the čeed to
haŕe tŖo Čedical pİactitiočeİs cočfiİČ
the čeed foİ the aboİtioč, do čot applŘ.

Sectiočs ɾʁʆʰɾʱ -ɾʂɾ of
the CİiČičal Code:
Act čo. ɿʀ of ɾʆʅʅ.

The pİegčačt ŖoČač
Ŗho atteČpts to oİ
causes ač aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho atteČpts
to oİ causes ač
aboİtioč.

AčŘoče Ŗho kčoŖičglŘ
supplies oİ pİocuİes ačŘ
iteČ to be used ič caİİŘičg
out ač aboİtioč oİ uses
ačŘ foİce to caİİŘ out ač
aboİtioč.

 

 

ʄ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ʄ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt
ʂ Řeaİs iČpİisočČečt

Sectiočs ɾʁʆʰɿʱ – ʰʁʱ of
the CİiČičal Code: Act
čo. ɿʀ of ɾʆʅʅ

To be coČpleted ič authoİised facilitŘ ačd
tŖo Čedical pİactitiočeİs čeed to cočfiİČ
that ʰaʱ it is čecessaİŘ to saŕe the ŖoČačʿs
life ; ʰbʱ it Ŗill pİeseİŕe heİ phŘsical ačd
Čečtal health oİ that of ačŘ eŗističg child ;
oİ ʰcʱ substačtial İisk that, if the child Ŗeİe
boİč, it Ŗould suffeİ fİoČ such phŘsical oİ
Čečtal abčoİČalitŘ.
If coČpleted ič authoİised facilitŘ, aboİtioč
is alloŖed ič cases of İape oİ ičcest.
If the aboİtioč is iČČediatelŘ  čecessaİŘ to 
saŕe  the life of  the pİegčačt ŖoČač  oİ  to 
pİeŕečt  gİaŕe  peİČačečt ičjuİŘ to heİ
phŘsical oİ Čečtal health, the liČits, as it
İelates to authoİised facilitŘ  ačd the čeed
to haŕe tŖo Čedical pİactitiočeİs cočfiİČ
the čeed foİ the aboİtioč, do čot applŘ.
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The laŖs oč aboİtioč ič the 6 OECS coučtİies aİe all adopted fİoČ ačd
ičfluečced bŘ a Bİitish coločial eİa laŖ titled the Offečces Agaičst the Peİsoč
Act, ɾ86ɾ. SoČe of the coučtİies like Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda, St Kitts ačd Neŕis
ačd DoČičica haŕe Čaičtaičed the coločial eİa laŖ Ŗithout chačges. Whilst St
Lucia, St Vičcečt ačd the Gİečadičes ačd Gİečada Čade chačges to theiİ laŖs,
the ethos of the coločial eİa laŖ İeČaičs.
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FIGURE ɾ

Total Pİohibitioč

Aboİtioč is čeŕeİ
laŖful

Noče

Life Eŗceptioč

Aboİtioč
peİČitted to
saŕe Čotheİ's

life

All siŗ coučtİies

PhŘsical &
Mečtal
Health

Eŗceptioč

Aboİtioč
peİČitted to
aŕoid İisk of
phŘsical ačd

Čečtal haİČ to
Čotheİ

All siŗ coučtİies

Feotal IČpaiİČečt

Aboİtioč
peİČitted if

the feotus has
a disabilitŘ

St Vičcečt &
Gİečadičes

Rape oİ Ičcest

Aboİtioč
peİČitted if
Čotheİ is a

İape oİ ičcest
suİŕiŕoİ

St Lucia ačd St
Vičcečt &

Gİečadičes

Socio-
ecočoČic
Gİoučds

Aboİtioč
peİČitted foİ
ecočoČic oİ

social
İeasočs

Noče

Oč Reįuest

Aboİtioč
peİČitted oč

İeįuest
Ŗithout čeed

to  pİoŕide
juİisdictioč

Noče



III.   Ičteİčatiočal Obligatiočs of    
6 OECS Coučtİies ačd 

         Access to Safe Aboİtioč
         Seİŕices                     
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While theİe aİe čo ičteİčatiočal tİeaties that
giŕe eŗpİess pİotectioč to the İight to access
ač aboİtioč, ŕaİious ičteİčatiočal tİeaties
such as Cočŕečtioč oč the EliČičatioč of all
FoİČs of DiscİiČičatioč Agaičst WoČeč
ʰCEDAWʱ, Ičteİčatiočal Coŕečačt oč Ciŕil ačd
Political Rights ʰICCPRʱ ačd the Ičteİčatiočal
Coŕečačt oč EcočoČic, Social ačd Cultuİal
Rights ʰICESCRʱ cočtaič İights učdeİ Ŗhich
access to ač aboİtioč is pİotected. Foİ
eŗaČple, the İight to İepİoductiŕe ačd seŗual
health učdeİ aİticle ɾɿ of CEDAW guaİačtees
a ŖoČačʿs İight to access ač aboİtioč.
Fuİtheİ, dečial of ač aboİtioč ič cases of İape
oİ ičcest is a bİeach of aİticle ʄ ʰfİeedoČ fİoČ
cİuel ačd ičhuČač tİeatČečtʱ of the ICCPR.
 
Haŕičg İatified CEDAW ačd otheİ tİeaties
dealičg Ŗith gečdeİ eįualitŘ ačd fučdaČečtal
huČač İights, the ČeČbeİ coučtİies of the
OECS haŕe a dutŘ to pİotect the İights of
ŖoČeč ačd giİls. Foİ eŗaČple, ič aİticle ɿ,
CEDAW İeįuiİes states to take Čeasuİes to
eliČičate discİiČičatioč agaičst ŖoČeč ačd
giİls.
 
 
 

Aİticle ɿ also places a positiŕe obligatioč oč
states to put ič places pİoceduİes ačd
guideličes Ŗhich Ŗill facilitate ŖoČeč ačd
giİls accessičg these seİŕices. The
eŗpačsioč of the İights učdeİ CEDAW,
ICCPR ačd otheİ tİeaties to ičclude access
to aboİtioč is laİgelŘ the Ŗoİk of the
Čočitoİičg ačd tİibučal bodies set up to
pİoŕide ičteİpİetiŕe guidačce oč tİeatŘ
İights. These ičteİpİetatiočs haŕe takeč the
foİČ of Cočcludičg Obseİŕatiočs, Gečeİal
CoČČečts ačd Gečeİal RecoČČečdatiočs.
The guidačce fİoČ these ičstİuČečts
ečuČeİates the scope oİ čatuİe of the
stateʿs obligatiočs učdeİ the İespectiŕe
tİeaties.

The states theİefoİe haŕe ač obligatioč to
ečsuİe theiİ doČestic laŖs aİe ič liče Ŗith
the obligatiočs cİeated bŘ the
ičteİpİetatiočs fİoČ these huČač İights
bodies. Eŕeč Ŗheİe the coučtİies ič the
OECS haŕe čot ičcoİpoİated the tİeaties
ičto doČestic laŖ, čatiočal couİts aİe
obliged to applŘ čatiočal laŖs ič a Čaččeİ
that is faithful to the coučtİiesʿ ičteİčatiočal
coČČitČečts. This Čeačs that OECS coučtİies haŕe a legal

obligatioč to İeČoŕe all iČpediČečts, Ŗhich
baİ ŖoČeč ačd giİls fİoČ eįual access to
İepİoductiŕe health seİŕices such as ač
aboİtioč.

It theİefoİe Čeačs that čatiočal
aboİtioč laŖs Čust be aligčed to the
coučtİies’ ičteİčatiočal obligatiočs.

This has čot beeč the situatioč foİ Čost of
the Caİibbeač.



TREATY/CONVENTION PURPOSE PROTECTION OF RIGHTS
RELEVANT TO

ABORTION
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TABLE 2

Cočŕečtioč oč the
EliČičatioč of all FoİČs
of DiscİiČičatioč Agaičst
WoČeč ʰCEDAWʱ

CEDAW is the Čaič
cočŕečtioč oč gečdeİ
eįualitŘ. This Cočŕečtioč
Ŗas adopted bŘ the UN
Gečeİal AsseČblŘ ič ɾʆʄʆ
ačd is İegaİded as ač
ičteİčatiočal bill of İights
foİ ŖoČeč.

Right to İepİoductiŕe ačd
seŗual health ʰaİticle ɾɿʱ

Ičteİčatiočal Coŕečačt
oč EcočoČic, Social ačd
Cultuİal Rights ʰICESCRʱ

The ICESCR Ŗas adopted
bŘ the Učited Natiočs
Gečeİal AsseČblŘ ič ɾʆʃʃ
ačd is the Čaič
cočŕečtioč oč ecočoČic
ačd social
İights.

Right to health ʰaİticle
ɾɿʰɾʱʱ

Ičteİčatiočal Coŕečačt
oč Ciŕil ačd Political
Rights ʰICCPRʱ

The ICCPR is cočsideİed
the Čaič cočŕečtioč foİ
pİoČotičg ciŕil ačd
political İights. This
Coŕečačt Ŗas adopted ič
ɾʆʃʃ bŘ the UN Gečeİal
AsseČblŘ

Right to pİiŕacŘ
ʰaİticle ɾʄʱ, Right to
eįualitŘ/čoč-discİiČičatiočs
ʰaİticle ɿ ačd ʀʱ Right to life
ʰaİticle ʃʱ FİeedoČ fİoČ cİuel
ačd ičhuČač tİeatČečt ʰaİticle
ʄʱ

Cočŕečtioč oč the
Right of the Child
ʰCRCʱ

HuČač Rights tİeatŘ
Ŗhich sets out the ciŕil,
political, ecočoČic, social
health ačd cultuİal İights
of childİeč. Adopted ič
ɾʆʅʆ.

Right to access healthcaİe
seİŕices ičcludičg
İepİoductiŕe ačd seŗual
health seİŕices ʰAİticle ɿʁʱ

Ičteİ-AČeİicač
Cočŕečtioč oč the
Pİeŕečtioč, PučishČečt
ačd Eİadicatioč of
Violečce Agaičst WoČeč
ʰBeleČ do Paİaʱ

This Cočŕečtioč Ŗas
adopted ič ɾʆʆʂ, ačd
İegulates the pİeŕečtioč,
pučishČečt ačd
eİadicatioč of ŕiolečce
agaičst ŖoČeč

Right to ečjoŘ all the political,
social ačd ecočoČic İights
eČbodied ič ičteİčatiočal
tİeaties ičcludičg the ICCPR
ačd the ICESCR ʰaİticles ʁ ačd
ʂʱ

AČeİicač Cočŕečtioč oč
HuČač Rights

This cočŕečtioč Ŗas
adopted ič ɾʆʄʅ ačd is the
huČač İights tİeatŘ
sigčed bŘ all coučtİies ič
the Westeİč HeČispheİe

Right to life ʰaİticle ʁʱ,
 FİeedoČ fİoČ cİuel ačd ičhuČač
tİeatČečt ʰaİticle ʂʱ,  Right to
eįual pİotectioč befoİe the laŖ
ʰaİticle
ɿʁʱ, Right to pİiŕacŘ ʰaİticle ɾɾʱ
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IV.   Ičteİčatiočal Juİispİudečce     
        oč Access to Aboİtioč                 

Theİe haŕe beeč sigčificačt deŕelopČečts ič
ičteİčatiočal huČač İights čoİČs İelated to
the dečial of aboİtioč seİŕices as a huČač
İights ŕiolatioč. Staİtičg Ŗith the ɾʆʆʁ
Ičteİčatiočal Cočfeİečce oč Populatioč ačd
DeŕelopČečt ʰICPDʱ PİogİaČČe of Actioč
ačd the Beijičg PlatfoİČ foİ Actioč,
ičteİčatiočal cočsečsus begač to
ackčoŖledge ʼİepİoductiŕe İights as huČač
İights that aİe alİeadŘ ečshİičed ič doČestic
ačd ičteİčatiočal laŖʽ ačd called oč
ʼgoŕeİčČečts to stİečgtheč theiİ
coČČitČečt to ŖoČečʿs health bŘ
addİessičg učsafe aboİtiočʽ as Ŗell as access
to aboİtioč seİŕices.
 
Most İecečtlŘ, ičteİčatiočal ačd İegiočal
huČač İights bodies haŕe, thİough the
decisiočs of tİibučals, gečeİal
İecoČČečdatiočs, gečeİal coČČečts ačd
cočcludičg obseİŕatiočs, established
thatʼŖheč aboİtioč is legal učdeİ
doČestic laŖ, it Čust be accessible ič
pİactice, ačd that dečials of access to legal
aboİtioč seİŕices cač aČoučt to ŕiolatiočs of
the İights to health, pİiŕacŘ, čoč
discİiČičatioč, ačd fİeedoČ fİoČ cİuel,
ičhuČač, ačd degİadičg tİeatČečtʽ[ʃ].  
 
Ičteİčatiočal huČač İights juİispİudečce
eŗpİesslŘ İecogčises that access to aboİtioč
is a huČač İights issue čot očlŘ foİ ŖoČeč
but also giİls. Ič Gečeİal CoČČečt ʁ oč
Adolescečt Health ačd DeŕelopČečt ič the
Cočteŗt of the Cočŕečtioč oč the Rights of
the Child, the CoČČittee oč the Cočŕečtioč
of the Rights of the Child ʰCRCʱ
 

ečcouİaged coučtİies to "deŕelop ačd
iČpleČečt pİogİaČČes that pİoŕide access
to seŗual ačd İepİoductiŕe health seİŕices,
ičcludičg faČilŘ plaččičg, cočtİaceptioč ačd
safe aboİtioč seİŕicesʽ. 
 
Accoİdičg to juİispİudečce fİoČ the Učited
Natiočs, coučtİies Čust fiİst guaİačtee
ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ access to aboİtioč bŘ
İeČoŕičg pečal laŖs that cİiČičalise ŖoČeč
ačd giİls foİ haŕičg ač aboİtioč ačd
healthcaİe pİoŕideİs foİ offeİičg aboİtioč
seİŕices. The CoČČittee oč the EliČičatioč
of All DiscİiČičatioč Agaičst WoČeč
ʰCEDAWʱ states that
 
 
 
 
 
 
CİiČičalisatioč is theİefoİe a bİeach of
ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ İights to eįualitŘ ačd
health. The HuČač Rights CoČČittee ʰHRCʱ
has also eŗpİessed stİočg cočceİčs about the
pİactice of iČposičg cİiČičal pučishČečt oč
healthcaİe pİoŕideİs, Ŗho offeİ aboİtioč
seİŕices[ʄ]. It is čoŖ İecogčised ič the
ičteİčatiočal spheİe that coučtİies haŕe a
dutŘ to ečsuİe access to ač aboİtioč if
pİegčačcŘ is eitheİ a thİeat to the ŖoČačʿs oİ
giİlʿs life/health oİ the İesult of İape oİ
ičcest. Life oİ health ič these ciİcuČstačces
is ičteİpİeted bİoadlŘ to ičclude the Čečtal
health of the ŖoČač oİ giİl.
 
 
 

cİiČičalisatioč of Čedical seİŕices that očlŘ
ŖoČeč use oİ čeed, ičcludičg aboİtioč,
aČoučts to discİiČičatioč based oč gečdeİ
ačd is a baİİieİ to ŖoČeč’s access to health
seİŕices.
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Ič KL ŕ Peİu,[ʅ] the HRC foučd that the
coČplaičačt should čot haŕe beeč dečied
access to aboİtioč ič a situatioč Ŗheİe it Ŗas
kčoŖč that the childʿs death afteİ biİth Ŗould
haŕe caused the ŖoČač seŕeİe Čečtal
distİess. The HRC has also stipulated that the
eŗistečce of aboİtioč seİŕices ič cases of İape
oİ ičcest is a cİitical paİt of a coučtİŘʿs
fulfilČečt of its obligatiočs učdeİ aİticles ʄ
ʰcİuel, ičhuČač ačd degİadičg tİeatČečtʱ
ačd ɿʁ ʰpİotectioč of Čičoİsʱ of the ICCPR. Ič
V.D.A. ŕ. Aİgečtiča[ʆ] the tİibučal foučd that
foİcičg ač adolescečt to cočtičue Ŗith a
pİegčačcŘ, Ŗhich İesulted fİoČ seŗual
ŕiolečce, aČoučted to cİuel ačd ičhuČač
tİeatČečt.
 
The HRC ačd otheİ ičteİčatiočal tİibučals
haŕe ackčoŖledged the čeed foİ coučtİies to
čot očlŘ pİoŕide access to aboİtioč seİŕices
but to also guaİačtee that these seİŕices,
ičcludičg post-caİe aboİtioč, aİe safe, easilŘ
accessible, affoİdable ačd of good įualitŘ. Ič
assessičg a ZaČbiač aboİtioč laŖ, the HRC,
obseİŕed that though the laŖ oč its face
appeaİed libeİal, the İeįuiİeČečt that thİee
phŘsiciačs Čust cočsečt to ač aboİtioč
cočstituted a sigčificačt obstacle foİ ŖoČeč
Ŗishičg to access aboİtioč seİŕices. This
İeįuiİeČečt Ŗas especiallŘ očeİous ič a
deŕelopičg Ŗoİld cočteŗt Ŗith a laİge
peİcečtage of pooİ ŖoČeč ačd shoİtage of
doctoİs[ɾɽ]. 
 
The decisioč of the Euİopeač Couİt of
HuČač Rights ʰECHRʱ ič TŘsiac ŕ Polačd[ɾɾ] is
paİticulaİlŘ ičstİuctiŕe. Ič this case the ECHR
established that a coučtİŘ had a positiŕe
obligatioč učdeİ aİticle ʅ ʰİight to pİiŕacŘʱ of
the Euİopeač Cočŕečtioč of HuČač Rights to 
 
 
 

čot očlŘ legislate access to aboİtioč but to put
ič place pİoceduİes ačd ičstitutiočs that Ŗill
alloŖ a ŖoČač to easilŘ access these seİŕices.
 
The CEDAW ačd CRC CoČČittees haŕe also
called oč coučtİies to İeČoŕe ičstitutiočal ačd
pİoceduİal baİİieİs, Ŗhich pİeŕečt ŖoČeč
ačd giİls fİoČ accessičg aboİtioč seİŕices.
CEDAW CoČČittee has Čade it cleaİ that
cočsciečtious objectiočs fİoČ healthcaİe
pİoŕideİs should čot be alloŖed to pİeŕečt
access to these seİŕices especiallŘ ič legal
İegiČes Ŗheİe thiİd paİtŘ authoİisatioč
ʰdoctoİs etcʱ is İeįuiİed[ɾɿ]. The CRC has also
asked coučtİies to ečsuİe that ʼadolescečts
aİe čot depİiŕed of ačŘ seŗual ačd
İepİoductiŕe health ičfoİČatioč oİ seİŕices
due to pİoŕideİsʿ cočsciečtious objectiočsʽ[ɾʀ]
oİ bŘ deČačdičg that theŘ seek cočsečt fİoČ
paİečts oİ guaİdiač.  
 
Juİispİudečce fİoČ ičteİčatiočal tİibučals
haŕe also pİoŕided claİitŘ to tŖo of the Čost
ŕeŗičg issues İelated to the İight of ŖoČeč
ačd giİls to access ač aboİtioč: İights of the
učboİč foetus ačd the Čač Ŗho iČpİegčated
the ŖoČač. As ač ačsŖeİ to the foİČeİ, the
ECHR ič Pačtoč ŕ Učited KičgdoČ[ɾʁ]
established that haŕičg ač aboİtioč is
coČpatible Ŗith aİticle ɿ of the Euİopeač
Cočŕečtioč oč HuČač Rights ačd a claiČ that
a foetus has a fučdaČečtal İight to life caččot
tİuČp the İight of a ŖoČač to haŕe ač
aboİtioč učdeİ the specified ciİcuČstačces
outličed ič laŖ. AdditiočallŘ, ič BabŘ BoŘ[ɾʂ],
the AČeİicač Cočŕečtioč oč HuČač Rights
CoČČissioč, foučd that eŕeč though the
AČeİicač Cočŕečtioč İecogčise the İight to
life fİoČ cočceptioč, this İight Ŗas čot
absolute - aboİtioč cočstituted a justifiable
eŗceptioč to this İight. 
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As İegaİds the İight of the Čač, the ECHR ič Pačtoč categoİicallŘ foučd that the
decisioč to teİČičate is foİ the ŖoČač aloče. Husbačds, boŘfİiečds oİ paİtčeİs do čot
haŕe a legal İight to eitheİ be cočsulted oİ to be giŕeč a ŕeto ŕote.
 
Guidačce oč gestatiočal tiČe liČits ačd tiČelŘ aboİtioč seİŕices İeceiŕes soČe but čot
coČpİehečsiŕe attečtioč ič ičteİčatiočal huČač İights laŖ. HoŖeŕeİ, WHO ŕieŖs liČits
oč Ŗheč a ŖoČač oİ giİl cač obtaič ač aboİtioč as a baİİieİ to access, Ŗhich iČplicates
the ŖoČačʿs oİ giİlʿs huČač İights[ɾʃ].
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CİiČičalisatioč of ŖoČeč ačd 
giİls ačd healthcaİe pİoŕideİs 
Ŗho caİİŘ out aboİtiočs

CİiČičalisičg a İepİoductiŕe seİŕice that očlŘ ŖoČeč
čeed aČoučts to a bİeach of the İight to eįualitŘ oİ
čoč-discİiČičatioč oč the gİoučds of seŗ oİ gečdeİ

Aboİtioč čot aŕailable foİ İape
oİ ičcest oİ ič case of foetal
iČpaiİČečt 

This is a bİeach of the İight to pİiŕacŘ ačd aČoučts to
cİuel ačd ičhuČače tİeatČečt

Policies ačd pİoceduİes Ŗhich
aİe baİİieİs to accessičg safe,
affoİdable, ačd laŖful aboİtioč

States haŕe a positiŕe obligatioč učdeİ the İights to
pİiŕacŘ to čot očlŘ legislate access but to also put ič
place pİoceduİes to guaİačtee safe, tiČelŘ, ačd İeadilŘ
aŕailable ačd affoİdable aboİtioč seİŕices

Giİls' access to aboİtioč The Cočŕečtioč oč the Rights of the Child guaİačtees
giİls to the İight to also access safe aboİtioč seİŕices
as paİt of the İight to İepİoductiŕe ačd seŗual health
İight

The učboİč ačd the Čač Ŗho
iČpİegčated the ŖoČač

Aboİtioč is a justifiable eŗceptioč to the İight to life
ačd is theİefoİe coČpatible Ŗith the İight to life.
AčŘ İights alloŖed to the učboİč caččot to alloŖed
to tİuČp the İight of a ŖoČač to a laŖful aboİtioč.
A ŖoČač's İights to pİiŕacŘ is učdeİČičed bŘ
alloŖičg the Čač Ŗho iČpİegčated the ŖoČač to be
cočsulted oİ giŕeč a ŕeto ŕote.

FIGURE ɿ
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Healthcaİe pİoŕideİs Ŗho facilitate
aboİtiočs ačd ŖoČeč ačd giİls Ŗho
učdeİgo oİ eŕeč atteČpt to haŕe ač
aboİtioč face stiff cİiČičal pečalties. Ič
soČe coučtİies like Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda,
DoČičica ačd St Kitts ačd Neŕis ŖoČeč,
giİls ačd theiİ healthcaİe pİoŕideİs Ŗho
caİİŘ out aboİtiočs afteİ ɿʅ Ŗeeks cač face
up to life iČpİisočČečt učdeİ child
destİuctioč chaİges. CİiČičalisičg ŖoČeč
ačd giİls Ŗho atteČpt to oİ coČplete ač
aboİtioč is ač ičfİičgeČečt of theiİ İights
to eįualitŘ, pİiŕacŘ ačd İepİoductiŕe ačd
seŗual health. The fact that theİe aİe
liČited eŗceptiočs does čot čegate the
ičfİičgeČečt sičce these ciİcuČstačces do
čot İeflect the full İačge of İeasočs
ičfluečcičg a ŖoČačʿs oİ giİlʿs decisioč to
teİČičate a pİegčačcŘ.
 
CuİİečtlŘ, all siŗ coučtİies alloŖ aboİtioč
ič cases Ŗheİe it Ŗill saŕe the ŖoČačʿs life
ačd pİeseİŕe heİ phŘsical ačd Čečtal
health.
 
 
 
 
St Vičcečt also alloŖs foİ the pİoceduİe ič
cases of foetal iČpaiİČečt.
 
 

V.    IČpact of Natiočal            
        Legislatioč oč the Rights of
        WoČeč ačd Giİls ič the OECS  

HoŖeŕeİ, these ciİcuČstačces do čot captuİe
the full spectİuČ of İeasočs a ŖoČač Čight
čeed to haŕe ač aboİtioč. Ič a good čuČbeİ of
cases, ŖoČeč ačd giİls choose to haŕe ač
aboİtioč foİ ecočoČic İeasočs oİ foİ the Čeİe
fact that she does čot Ŗačt to becoČe a
paİečt. It theİefoİe Čeačs that the laŖs ič the
coučtİies fail to alloŖ these ŖoČeč to laŖfullŘ
eŗeİcise cočtİol oŕeİ theiİ İepİoductiŕe
fučctioč. 
 
 
 
 
The laŖs ič these coučtİies place gestatiočal
liČits oč Ŗheč a pİegčačcŘ cač be
teİČičated. Ič DoČičica, St Kitts ačd Neŕis
ačd Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda the cut-off tiČe cač
be ičteİpİeted as ɿʅ Ŗeeks. The laŖs ič the
thİee coučtİies do čot eŗpİesslŘ state that
aboİtiočs should čot be peİfoİČed afteİ ɿʅ
Ŗeeks but the teİČs of the Pİeseİŕatioč of the
Life of the Ičfačt ʰPLIʱ Act lead to this
cočclusioč. The PLI Act deeČs the
teİČičatioč of a pİegčačcŘ afteİ ɿʅ Ŗeeks
child destİuctioč ačd as ičdicated befoİe, the
pečaltŘ foİ this is life iČpİisočČečt. As such,
ič pİactice healthcaİe pİoŕideİs haŕe takeč ɿʅ
Ŗeeks as the cut-off poičt ačd usuallŘ İefuse
to caİİŘ out aboİtiočs beŘočd this thİeshold. 
Ič St Lucia the ŖičdoŖ peİiod to access a legal
aboİtioč is eŗpİesslŘ stated ič the laŖ but
gestatiočal tiČe liČit is set Čuch loŖeİ at ɾɿ
Ŗeeks.
 

Ič all siŗ OECS coučtİies aboİtioč is
cİiČičalised eŗcept ič liČited
ciİcuČstačces.

OčlŘ St Lucia ačd St Vičcečt ačd the
Gİečadičes alloŖ foİ ač aboİtioč ič the
cases of İape oİ ičcest.

Ičstead ŖoČeč ačd giİls aİe foİced to
becoČe cİiČičals ič oİdeİ to eŗeİcise a
fučdaČečtal İight to bodilŘ autočoČŘ.
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A ŖoČač oİ giİl ič St Lucia cač očlŘ access a
late teİČ aboİtioč if it is čecessaİŘ to ʼsaŕe
the life of the pİegčačt ŖoČač oİ to pİeŕečt
gİaŕe peİČačečt ičjuİŘ to heİ phŘsical oİ
Čečtal healthʽ.  Ačd eŕeč though čeitheİ St
Vičcečt čoİ Gİečada has ačŘ specific laŖs
Ŗhich pİescİibe the gestatiočal liČits, it is
keepičg Ŗith ičteİčatiočal tİečds foİ theČ
to haŕe gestatiočal İestİictiočs set out at the
policŘ oİ iČpleČečtatioč leŕel.
 
Restİictiočs oč the tiČe Ŗithič Ŗhich a
pİegčačcŘ cač be laŖfullŘ teİČičated seİŕes
to balačce the coČpetičg ičteİests of the life
of the učboİč oč the oče hačd ačd the
bodilŘ autočoČŘ ačd health of the Čotheİ
oč the otheİ. It is hoŖeŕeİ a delicate balačce
ačd oče Ŗhich Čust be pİedicated oč
ceİtaičtŘ as to Ŗheč a foetus could be
cočsideİed ʾŕiable ečoughʿ to dečŘ the
ŖoČač the İight to teİČičate ač učŖačted
pİegčačcŘ. HoŖeŕeİ, EİdČač[ɾʄ] aİgues that
ʼČeasuİeČečts of gestatiočal age aİe at best
pİofessiočal estiČates, ačd aİe İoutičelŘ off
bŘ oče oİ tŖo Ŗeeks, especiallŘ lateİ ič
pİegčačcŘ.ʽ The laŖ theİefoİe leaŕes this
deteİČičatioč to the discİetioč of doctoİs,
İesultičg ič aİbitİaİŘ applicatioč of the laŖ
that affects ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ access to
aboİtioč especiallŘ ič lateİ stages of theiİ
pİegčačcŘ. 
 
Učlike Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda, St Kitts ačd
Neŕis, DoČičica ačd Gİečada, the laŖs ič St
Lucia ačd St Vičcečt ačd Gİečadičes giŕe
soČe guideličes oč hoŖ aboİtiočs aİe to be
caİİied out. HoŖeŕeİ, these guideličes Ŗhile
Ŗell ičtečtiočed cač haŕe a chilličg effect oč
ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ access to aboİtioč
seİŕices. Foİ eŗaČple, ŖoČeč ačd giİls ič
both coučtİies čeed to haŕe tŖo Čedical
doctoİs cočfiİČičg the čeed foİ the  
 

aboİtioč, Ŗhich Čust be doče ič ač
authoİised facilitŘ. These tŖo İestİictiočs
cač affect ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ abilitŘ to access
affoİdable ačd tiČelŘ seİŕices ič a couple of
ŖaŘs. 
 
Fiİst, it is ač očeİous buİdeč to ask ŖoČeč
ačd giİls, especiallŘ those fİoČ loŖeİ socio-
ecočoČic ciİcuČstačces to get the
authoİisatioč fİoČ tŖo doctoİs, Ŗho ič Čost
cases aİe pİiŕate doctoİs ačd Ŗill İeįuiİe
paŘČečt foİ these seİŕices. SecočdlŘ,
doctoİs soČetiČe haŕe diffeİečce of
opičiočs, Ŗhat happečs to the ŖoČač oİ giİl
if the doctoİs caččot agİee oİ Ŗoİse, Řet the
doctoİs İefuse to authoİise the aboİtioč
because of theiİ İeligious beliefs? The laŖs
fail to pİoŕide guidačce oč hoŖ these issues
ought to be İesolŕed ačd theİefoİe theŘ cač
potečtiallŘ seŕeİelŘ iČpact pİactical access
to aboİtioč seİŕices. Thiİd, Ŗhile the idea of
haŕičg authoİised facilities foİ aboİtioč
seİŕices Čight součd good, ič pİactice it cač
deteİ ŖoČeč fİoČ seekičg aboİtioč seİŕices
ič these İegulated facilities.
 
Ič studies doče ič GuŘača, Ačguilla ačd St
Maİtič[ɾʅ], Ŗhich haŕe legislatioč foİ
authoİised facilities, it Ŗas foučd that
ŖoČeč Ŗeİe İeluctačt to use these
İecogčised facilities. Eŕeč though aboİtioč is
offeİed, theİe is still a lot of stigČa ačd
İeligious cočdeČčatioč foİ ŖoČeč ačd giİls
Ŗho haŕe aboİtiočs ič these sČall societies.
Goičg to ač authoİised facilitŘ seİŕes to
bİoadcast Řouİ ʾshaČeʿ to the ečtiİe
coČČučitŘ. To aŕoid the scoİč, ŖoČeč ačd
giİls, Ŗho cač gatheİ the fučds, Ŗill opt to
get the aboİtioč doče at a pİiŕate doctoİ oİ
tİaŕel to a čeaİbŘ coučtİŘ. Ič both the
coučtİies Ŗith ačd Ŗithout legal guideličes
oč aboİtioč pİoceduİe, healthcaİe
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pİoŕideİs aİe giŕeč ečoİČous poŖeİ to
decide ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ İepİoductiŕe fates.
Yet theİe is little accoučtabilitŘ foİ hoŖ theŘ
eŗeİcise theiİ Ŗide discİetioč. A studŘ doče
ič Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda ačd St Kitts ačd
Neŕis, foučd that healthcaİe pİoŕideİs Ŗeİe
sceptical about İefoİČičg the laŖs because
ič theiİ opičioč the sŘsteČ of peİfoİČičg
illegal aboİtiočs ʰthose doče čot to saŕe the
ŖoČačʿs life ačd pİeseİŕe healthʱ Ŗas
Ŗoİkičg foİ eŕeİŘoče[ɾʆ]. Ič theiİ estiČatioč
a legal İegiČe Ŗould İeduce access.
 
 
 
 
 
Ič highlŘ İestİictiŕe legal ečŕiİočČečts like
St Kitts ačd Neŕis ačd Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda,
it Ŗas the doctoİ Ŗho peİsočallŘ decided
Ŗhetheİ to seİŕe ačŘ paİticulaİ ŖoČač. If
Čedical pİactitiočeİs İefuse to pİoŕide the
seİŕice, peİfoİČ the pİoceduİe badlŘ,
pİescİibe the Ŗİočg Čedicatioč oİ do čot
pİoŕide pİopeİ post-aboİtioč caİe, the
ŖoČač oİ giİl has čo İecouİse. Ič coučtİies
like St Lucia ačd St Vičcečt ačd the
Gİečadičes, Ŗheİe the laŖ eŗpİesslŘ states
that is Čedical pİactitiočeİs Ŗho Čust
peİfoİČ the aboİtioč, the laŖs fail to
accoučt foİ doctoİs Ŗho Čight haŕe
objectiočs to peİfoİČičg aboİtiočs.
Caİibbeač societŘ is kčoŖč foİ its
cočseİŕatiŕe Chİistiač beliefs ačd it is čot
faİfetched to ečŕisioč doctoİs haŕičg a
pİobleČ Ŗith aboİtiočs due to theiİ
İeligious beliefs. Ič those ciİcuČstačces,
doctoİs Čight be ičcličed to discouİage 
İatheİ thač assist ŖoČeč ačd giİls to obtaič
ač aboİtioč.
 

The legislatiočs ič the siŗ coučtİies do čot
eŗplicitlŘ pİohibit adolescečt giİls fİoČ
accessičg aboİtioč. HoŖeŕeİ, the İestİictiŕe
čatuİe of these aboİtioč laŖs,
 
 
 
 
 
 
While theİe aİe čo cuİİečt studies fİoČ the
OECS oč adolescečts ačd aboİtioč, fičdičgs
fİoČ studies ič otheİ deŕelopičg coučtİies
pİoŕide useful ičsights. 
 
 
 
 
 
All thİee scečaİios pose sigčificačt health İisk
ačd cač ič soČe cases lead to death. Duİičg
the peİiod ɿɽɽʁ-ɿɽɽʄ, učsafe aboİtiočs
Ŗeİe the leadičg cause of Čateİčal death foİ
adolescečts.[ɿɾ] StigČa, shaČe ačd the lack of
İesouİces aİe aČočgst the İeasočs
adolescečts cite foİ pİefeİİičg to self-ičduce
aboİtiočs ačd failičg to seek post-aboİtioč
caİe seİŕices. Lack of access to cočtİaceptiŕes
due to age of cočsečt laŖs ačd the attitudes
of healthcaİe pİoŕideİs; also Čake aboİtioč
the očlŘ Čethod aŕailable foİ ač adolescečt
Ŗho is učpİepaİed foİ ač učŖačted
pİegčačcŘ. Restİictiŕe aboİtioč laŖs, Ŗhich
foİ eŗaČple İeįuiİe authoİizatioč fİoČ tŖo
Čedical pİofessiočals oİ deČačd that
aboİtiočs be doče ič ač authoİized facilitŘ,
očlŘ iČpede access foİ adolescečts Ŗho haŕe
beeč Čade to feel ashaČed about the
pİegčačcŘ ačd do čot Ŗačt to coČpoučd that
shaČe bŘ ičcludičg judgČečtal healthcaİe
pİoŕideİs ič the pİocess.
 
 

HoŖeŕer, as the studŘ’s authors čoted,
Čedical practitiočers had the libertŘ to
practice illegal abortiočs, but ŖoČeč had
čo legal right to those serŕices.

the legal age of seŗual cočsečt as Ŗell as
cultural čorČs about the seŗual agečcŘ of
adolescečts’ act as sigčificačt barriers to
the abilitŘ of such girls to access safe
abortiočs.

Adolescečts are Čore likelŘ thač older
ŖoČeč to seek abortiočs froČ učtraičed
proŕiders, self-ičduce or učdertake
secočd-triČester abortiočs[ɿ0]. 
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This has Čeačt that adolescečts aİe Čoİe
likelŘ to İesoİt to usičg učsupeİŕised Čedical
aboİtiočs, such as CŘtotec[ɿɿ]. Ič JaČaica foİ
eŗaČple, CŘtotec is illegal but its use is
Ŗidespİead aČočgst ŖoČeč ačd adolescečt
giİls.[ɿʀ] 
 
Ič coučtİies Ŗith highlŘ İestİictiŕe aboİtioč
laŖs ačd high leŕels of social stigČa attached
to aboİtioč, it is čot očlŘ adolescečt giİls Ŗho
opt foİ illegal ačd učsafe aboİtiočs. WoČeč,
ičcludičg Čigİačt ŖoČeč, pİefeİ to self-
ičduce Ŗith Čisopİostol ʰsuch as CŘtotecʱ.  It
guaİačtees ačočŘČitŘ, is cheapeİ thač
suİgical aboİtioč ačd cač be easilŘ accessed
bŘ buŘičg it fİoČ the phaİČacŘ oİ oč the
black Čaİket. Foİ eŗaČple, oče studŘ oč
Ačtigua ačd Baİbuda ačd ʀ otheİ easteİč
Caİibbeač coučtİies[ɿʁ], foučd that aČočg
učİegisteİed Čigİačt ŖoČeč, ʼeach of ŖhoČ
had had fİoČ oče to fouİ Čisopİostol
aboİtiočs, theİe Ŗas a cočsečsus that it Ŗas
best to do Řouİ oŖč aboİtioč – despite lots of
blood ačd paič – to aŕoid the cost ačd
ŕisibilitŘ of goičg to a doctoİʽ. Yet the use of
CŘtotec ič this učİegulated ečŕiİočČečt puts
ŖoČečʿs liŕes at İisk. Medical pİactitiočeİs ič
the subject coučtİies İepoİted the
ičdiscİiČičate use of CŘtotec ʰusičg ičcoİİect
doses oİ too late ič the pİegčačcŘʱ, Ŗhich
İesulted ič ŖoČeč beičg adČitted to the
hospitals Ŗith ičcoČplete aboİtiočs. The
saČe studŘ highlighted that it Ŗasčʿt CŘtotec
but its učsupeİŕised use that Ŗas
pİobleČatic. Učsupeİŕised use Ŗill cočtičue
if the legal İegiČe, Ŗhich İeičfoİces eŗističg
social disappİobatioč agaičst aboİtioč,
cočtičues to İestİict aboİtioč ič ŖaŘs that
iČpede access to safe ačd affoİdable
aboİtiočs.
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ač UNODC studŘ caİİied out ič čiče
Caİibbeač coučtİies, ičcludičg Ačtigua ačd
Baİbuda, DoČičica, St Lucia ačd Gİečada,
İeŕealed that ʰaʱ thİee of the top teč
İecoİded İape İates ič the Ŗoİld occuİ ič
the Caİibbeač ačd ʰbʱ ʁʅ peİcečt of
adolescečt giİlsʿ seŗual ičitiatioč Ŗas eitheİ
ʼfoİcedʽ oİ ʼsoČeŖhat foİced[ɿʂ]ʽ.  Ačotheİ
studŘ fİoČ the Easteİč Caİibbeač also foučd
that tİačsactiočal seŗ abuse, pİiČaİilŘ
ičŕolŕičg oldeİ Čeč ačd adolescečt giİls,
Ŗas Ŗidespİead ačd occuİİed Ŗith little
disappİoŕal ačd the full kčoŖledge of
coČČučitŘ, paİečts ačd laŖ ečfoİceČečt
officials[ɿʃ]. The UNHRC held that the
ičabilitŘ of ŖoČeč ačd giİls subjected to
seŗual ŕiolečce to laŖfullŘ access ač
aboİtioč is tačtaČoučt to cİuel ačd
ičhuČač tİeatČečt[ɿʄ]. WoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ
İight to čot be subjected to cİuel ačd
ičhuČač tİeatČečt is pİotected ič the
cočstitutioč of all ʃ OECS coučtİies.
 
 
 
 
 
 
While St Luciaʿs legislatioč alloŖs foİ ŖoČeč
to caİİŘ out ač aboİtioč Ŗithout the čeed to
čotifŘ oİ gaič the cočsečt of heİ paİtčeİ, it
İestİicts ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ access to
aboİtioč bŘ deČačdičg a police İepoİt to
pİoŕe the İape oİ ičcest.
 
 

Eŕeč though the CoČČočŖealth
Caribbeač, ičcludičg the OECS coučtries,
eŗperiečces high leŕels of seŗual ŕiolečce
perpetrated agaičst ŖoČeč ačd especiallŘ
girls, očlŘ St Lucia ačd St Vičcečt ačd the
Grečadičes eŗpresslŘ perČit abortioč ič
cases of rape or ičcest.
 
 

It is therefore a breach of ŖoČeč’s ačd
girls’ cočstitutiočal rights to čot haŕe
access to safe ačd affordable abortioč Ŗheč
theŘ haŕe beeč the ŕictiČs of seŗual
ŕiolečce.
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These additiočal İeįuiİeČečts aİe desigčed
to Čake it haİdeİ İatheİ thač easieİ foİ
ŖoČeč ačd giİls to access ač aboİtioč. Foİ
eŗaČple, ič the case of ičcest oİ İape ČačŘ
ŖoČeč čeŕeİ İepoİt oİ aİe İeluctačt to
İepoİt because the peİpetİatoİ is usuallŘ a
close faČilŘ ČeČbeİ oİ acįuaičtačce. If a
ŖoČač oİ giİl is učcoČfoİtable Ŗith
İepoİtičg, she should čot be foİced to do so
ič oİdeİ to access ač essečtial İepİoductiŕe
ačd seŗual health seİŕice. Ič additioč, the
İepoİt Čust shoŖ that ač ičŕestigatioč is
učdeİŖaŘ. HoŖeŕeİ, theİe aİe ČačŘ cases of
police failičg to ičŕestigate cases of İape oİ
ičcest čot because the assault did čot occuİ
but because the police did čot belieŕe the
suİŕiŕoİ. Should suİŕiŕoİs be dečied access
to ač aboİtioč ič those ciİcuČstačces? While
it is učdeİstačdable that the healthcaİe
pİoŕideİ Ŗill čeed soČe ŕeİificatioč that the
İape oİ ičcest did occuİ, a police İepoİt does
čot ičcİease the ŖoČačʿs ŕeİacitŘ sičce Čost
İapes oİ ičcest cases aİe čeŕeİ İepoİted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruthačč Robsoč aİgues that the 
ʼİepİoductiŕe İight of access to aboİtioč…is
gečeİallŘ cočstİued as the İight of
heteİoseŗuallŘ actiŕe ŖoČeč to teİČičate
učŖačted pİegčačcies [ɿʅ]ʽ ačd as such the
čeeds of lesbiač ačd biseŗual ŖoČeč ačd
giİls becoČe ičŕisible ič the discouİse
suİİoučdičg access to aboİtioč. HoŖeŕeİ, she
cočtečds that lesbiač ačd biseŗual ŖoČeč, bŘ
ŕiİtue of haŕičg the capabilitŘ to becoČe
pİegčačt, haŕe ʼa specific stake ič access to
aboİtioč.ʽ
 
 

Lesbiač ačd biseŗual ŖoČeč face a high İisk
of seŗual assault, ičcludičg coİİectiŕe İape,
Ŗhich cač İesult ič ač učičtečded
pİegčačcŘ. Theİe aİe čo studies ič the OECS
oč the pİeŕalečce of učŖačted pİegčačcŘ
aČočg lesbiač ačd biseŗual giİls but studies
ič otheİ coučtİies shoŖ that the İate of
učŖačted pİegčačcies is Čuch higheİ 
aČočg lesbiač ačd biseŗual adolescečts thač
theiİ heteİoseŗual peeİs[ɿʆ]. It is theİefoİe
cleaİ that that access to aboİtioč seİŕices is
also a čeed foİ lesbiač ačd biseŗual ŖoČeč
ačd giİls. Access to aboİtioč seİŕices ič the
OECS cač becoČe eŕeč Čoİe İestİictiŕe foİ
lesbiač ŖoČeč ačd giİls Ŗho face
discİiČičatioč due to theiİ seŗual
oİiečtatioč. Social stigČa ačd İeligious
oppositioč, Ŗhich haŕe also pİecluded
libeİalisatioč of aboİtioč laŖs ič
the OECS, aİe Čajoİ dİiŕeİs of the peİsistečt
discİiČičatioč Četed out to lesbiač ačd
biseŗual ŖoČeč.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adolescečt Ŗho aİe lesbiač ačd biseŗual cač
be Čoİe İeluctačt to ečgage Ŗith the foİČal
health sŘsteČs due to the pİejudices ačd
biases of healthcaİe pİoŕideİs. Aboİtioč laŖs
Ŗhich İeįuiİe paİečtal cočsečt aİe also
İestİictiŕe foİ adolescečts Ŗith paİečts/
guaİdiačs Ŗho aİe čot očlŘ hostile to the
adolescečt gettičg ač aboİtioč but to the
adolescečtʿs seŗualitŘ as Ŗell [ʀɽ]. Robsoč
also čotes that İestİictiŕe access oİ coČplete
pİohibitioč agaičst late teİČ aboİtiočs has a
sigčificačt iČpact oč lesbiač ŖoČeč, Ŗho
aİe Čoİe likelŘ to očlŘ İealise that theŘ aİe
pİegčačt late ič the gestatioč pİocess.
 

The lack of recogčitioč of the rights of
lesbiač ačd biseŗual ŖoČeč ačd girls to
haŕe ač abortioč iČpacts their abilitŘ to
access these critical reproductiŕe serŕices.
 
 

While the OECS’s abortioč laŖs oč their
face appear to applŘ to all ŖoČeč ačd girls,
the laŖs’ discriČičatorŘ effect is
coČpoučded bŘ the eŗistečce of
Ŗidespread societal discriČičatioč agaičst
saČe seŗ relatiočships.
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VI.    CoČparatiŕe Legal RegiČe      
         oč Abortioč ič GuŘača ačd      
         Barbados                 
Baİbados ačd GuŘača haŕe the Čost libeİal aboİtioč laŖs ič the Ečglish-Speakičg
Caİibbeač. The diagİaČs beloŖ giŕe a suČČaİŘ of the keŘ featuİes of the GuŘača ačd
Baİbados legislatioč.

FIGURE ʀ

Pečalties

Theİe pečalties associated Ŗith bİeaches of the
act but these aİe čot seŕeİe. Foİ eŗaČple, bİeach
of Čost pİoŕisiočs İesult ič a fiče ačd ʀ Čočths
iČpİisočČečt. AdditiočallŘ, a pİegčačt ŖoČač
Ŗho ičtečtiočallŘ Čakes a false oİ Čisleadičg
stateČečt oč a Čateİial fact İelated to the
teİČičatioč of the pİegčačcŘ betŖeeč ʅ ačd ɾʃ
Ŗeeks, cač be liable to a fiče ačd ʃ Čočths ič jail.

Gestatiočal LiČits ačd Medical
Authorisatioč
 Theİe aİe čo liČits oč Ŗheč ač aboİtioč
cač be doče but lateİ teİČ aboİtiočs
İeįuiİe authoİisatioč fİoČ a Čedical
doctoİ. 
ɾɿ to ɾʃ Ŗeeks İeįuiİes tŖo Čedical
doctoİs.
BeŘočd ɾʃ Ŗeeks İeįuiİes ʀ Čedical
doctoİs.

Reasočs For Abortioč
Up to ʅ Ŗeeks theİe is čo čeed to pİoŕide
justificatioč but betŖeeč ɾɿ to ɾʃ Ŗeeks
justificatioč čeeded.
The justificatiočs aİe eŗtečsiŕe  ičcludičg
those foučd ič the OESC, socio-ecočoČic
gİoučds, ŖoČač liŕičg Ŗith HIV ačd AIDS,
cočtİaceptiŕe failuİe, etc. 
BeŘočd ɾʃ Ŗeeks aboİtioč cač očlŘ be
doče to saŕe the ŖoČač's life oİ if
pİegačcŘ is a gİaŕe thİeat to health.

Authorised FacilitŘ
 
BetŖeeč ɾɿ ačd ɾʃ Ŗeeks
aboİtiočs haŕe to be
doče ič ač authoİised
facilitŘ.  
Aboİtiočs beŘočd ɾʃ
Ŗeeks haŕe to be doče ič
ač hospital.

 

Access For Girls
Adolescečt giİls cač
access aboİtiočs
Ŗithout peİČissioč
fİoČ theiİ paİečts oİ
guaİdiač.
 

Coučselličg 
Stİočg pİoŕisiočs Čade foİ access to
coučselličg both pİe ačd post aboİtioč.   
Theİe is a ČačdatoİŘ ʁʅ houİs Ŗaitičg
peİiod to alloŖ pİegčačt ŖoČač/giİl
to access coučselličg befoİe the
aboİtioč is peİfoİČed.

 

Močtoričg 

AppoičtČečt of a boaİd to Čočitoİ the adČičistİatioč
ačd opeİatioč of the laŖ.
Medical doctoİs Čust Čake İepoİts to MičistİŘ of Health.
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Pečalties

Theİe pečalties associated Ŗith bİeaches of the
act but these aİe čot seŕeİe ačd do čot place ačŘ
cİiČičal liabilitŘ oč the pİegčačt ŖoČač oİ giİl.
HoŖeŕeİ, healthcaİe pİoŕideİs cač be held liable
foİ čot obtaičičg the İeįuisite cočsečt fİoČ the
pİegčačt ŖoČač oİ foİ peİfoİČičg ač aboİtioč
foİ a ɾɿ Ŗeeks oİ oldeİ pİegčačcŘ ič ač
učauthoİised facilitŘ.

Gestatiočal LiČits ačd Medical
Authorisatioč
 Theİe aİe čo liČits oč Ŗheč ač aboİtioč

cač be doče but aboİtiočs Ŗill İeįuiİe
authoİisatioč fİoČ a Čedical doctoİ at
diffeİečt stages of the pİegčačcŘ.
ɾʀ to ɾʆ Ŗeeks İeįuiİes tŖo Čedical
doctoİs.
ɿɽ Ŗeeks ačd beŘočd İeįuiİes ʀ Čedical
doctoİs.

Reasočs For Abortioč
BeloŖ ɾɿ Ŗeeks the justificatiočs foučd ič the
OESC Ŗill suffice. Thİeat to health ičclude
socio-ecočoČic gİoučds ačd İape oİ ičcest.
Suİŕiŕoİ očlŘ čeeds to pİoŕide Ŗİitteč
stateČečt ič case of İape oİ ičcest.
BetŖeeč ɾɿ ačd ɾʆ Ŗeeks očlŘ to saŕe the
ŖoČač's oİ theİe is a thİeat to ŖoČač's health
oİ ič cases of foetal iČpaiİČečt.
BeŘočd ɿɽ Ŗeeks očlŘ to saŕe the ŖoČač's life
oİ theİe is a gİaŕe thİeat to ŖoČač's health oİ
the life of the foetus.

Authorised FacilitŘ
 
Aboİtiočs Čust be coČpleted ič
ač appİoŕed facilitŘ eŗcept
Ŗheİe the pİegčačcŘ is less
thač ɾɿ Ŗeeks oİ if it poses a
gİaŕe thİeat to the Čotheİ's life
oİ health.

 

Access For Girls

Adolescečt giİls
učdeİ ɾʃ Čust get
cočsečt fİoČ
paİečts oİ guaİdiač.
It is assuČed that
those oŕeİ the age of
ɾʃ do čot čeed
paİečtal cočsečt.

Coučselličg 
The Act leaŕes it to the discİetioč of the
Mičisteİ to Čake İegulatiočs goŕeİčičg the
pİoŕisioč of coučselličg foİ the pİegčačt
ŖoČač oİ giİl.

 

Močtoričg 

The Act leaŕes it to the discİetioč of the Mičisteİ to Čake
İegulatiočs oč İepoİtičg İeįuiİeČečts foİ Čedical
pİactitiočeİs.
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Ič coČpaİisoč to the aboİtioč laŖs ič the ʃ
OECS coučtİies, the legislatiočs ič Baİbados
ačd GuŘača aİe pİogİessiŕe ič a feŖ ŖaŘs.
Fiİst, theŘ haŕe a legal İegiČe foİ aboİtioč
that is sepaİate but coččected to the Čaič
cİiČičal laŖ statues laŖs. Secočd, both
coučtİies ičcİeased the čuČbeİ of
justificatiočs a ŖoČač cač use to obtaič ač
aboİtioč, Ŗith GuŘača haŕičg the Čost
libeİal policŘ ič this İegaİd. Thiİd, theİe aİe
čo gestatiočal liČits oč Ŗheč ač aboİtioč
cač be peİfoİČed. Fouİth, theİe is eŗplicit
İecogčitioč of the İights of adolescečt giİls
to obtaič access to ač aboİtioč. Ačd fifth, the
Baİbados legislatioč does čot place ačŘ
cİiČičal İespočsibilitŘ oč ŖoČeč ačd giİls
foİ ačŘ bİeach of the Act. 
 
Nočetheless, the legislatioč ič both
coučtİies cočtaič pİoŕisiočs Ŗhich cač seİŕe
to uččecessaİilŘ İestİict ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ
access to ač aboİtioč. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foİ eŗaČple, ʰaʱ soČe aboİtiočs haŕe to be
doče ič authoİised facilities, ʰbʱ
peİČissioč fİoČ tŖo oİ Čoİe Čedical
pİactitiočeİs is still čeeded učdeİ ceİtaič
ciİcuČstačces,ʰcʱ giİls učdeİ ɾʃ ič
Baİbados čeed the peİČissioč of paİečts
oİ guaİdiačs to obtaič ač aboİtioč, ʰdʱ the
İeasočs foİ obtaičičg ač aboİtioč aİe still
too İestİicted if judged agaičst
juİisdictiočs Ŗheİe aboİtioč is pİoŕided oč
İeįuest, ačd ʰeʱ the Baİbados legislatioč
should haŕe ičcluded Čoİe details oč the
pİoŕisioč of coučselličg ačd Čočitoİičg of
aboİtiočs İatheİ thač leaŕičg it
up to the discİetioč of the Mičisteİ to
deŕelop İegulatiočs. While theİe is İooČ
foİ iČpİoŕeČečt ič the legislatiŕe
fİaČeŖoİk, theİe aİe ceİtaič featuİes of
the laŖs that could be adopted to the
OECS cočteŗt. These featuİes aİe
discussed fuİtheİ ič the İecoČČečdatioč
sectioč of this papeİ.
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    Pİopočečts agaičst this positioč cautioč
    that this Ŗill lead to ač upsuİge ič
    aboİtiočs ačd ultiČatelŘ thİeateč  
    societiesʿ abilitŘ to İegečeİate itself. This 
    aİguČečt is  učfoučded. Ič Cačada Ŗheİe 
    aboİtioč is aŕailable Ŗithout İestİictiočs 
    oč the İeasočs, aboİtioč İates haŕe
    İeČaičed cočstačt[ʀɾ]. FuİtheİČoİe, 
    studies haŕe shoŖč that the tŘpe of legal 
    İegiČe ʰİestİictiŕe oİ libeİalʱ does čot
    affect the aboİtioč İates[ʀɿ]. WoČeč ačd
    giİls Ŗill fičd Čeačs to pİocuİe ač aboİtioč
    Ŗhetheİ the laŖ deeČs theiİ İeasočs foİ
    doičg so as laŖful.
    
B. The İeal bečefit of haŕičg a libeİal İegiČe
     is that it pİeŕečts ŖoČeč ačd giİls fİoČ 
     haŕičg to ečgage ič clačdestiče aboİtioč
     pİactices. ʼThe Čoİe İestİictiŕe the legal 
     settičg, the higheİ the pİopoİtioč of 
     aboİtiočs that aİe least safe—İačgičg fİoČ
     less thač ɾ% ič the least-İestİictiŕe 
     coučtİies to ʀɾ% ič the Čost-İestİictiŕe 
     coučtİies.ʽ Učsafe aboİtiočs sigčificačtlŘ 
     ičcİease the İisk of aboİtioč-İelated     
     coČplicatiočs, Ŗhich cač lead to ičfeİtilitŘ 
     ačd death. As ač eŗaČple, Cačada, Ŗith its
     libeİal İegiČe, has oče of the loŖest İates
     of aboİtioč-İelated coČplicatiočs ačd 
     Čateİčal ČoİtalitŘ ič the ičdustİialised 
   

     Ŗoİld[ʀʀ]. SiČilaİlŘ, ɾɽ Řeaİs afteİ 
     Baİbados libeİalised its laŖs, septic 
     aboİtiočs decličed bŘ ʄɽ% ačd the 
     adČissiočs foİ coČplicatiočs of aboİtioč
     fell bŘ ʂʀ peİcečt [ʀʁ]. GuŘača also
     eŗpeİiečced dİaČatic fall ič its adČissiočs
     foİ coČplicatiočs of aboİtioč. It fell bŘ ʁɾ %
     afteİ ʃ Čočths of the laŖ beičg ečacted
      [ʀʂ].
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
      Adŕocates foİ the life of the učboİč Ŗould
      aİgue that this Ŗill lead to gİeateİ čuČbeİ
      of lateİ teİČ aboİtiočs, Ŗhich Ŗould 
      ŕiolate the İights of the učboİč. HoŖeŕeİ,
      theİe is čo eŕidečce to suppoİt this 
      cočceİč. Ič Cačada, Ŗheİe the laŖ does 
      čot pİescİibe gestatiočal tiČe liČits, the
      decisioč as to Ŗhat stage the pİegčačcŘ
      cač be teİČičated is left up to the ŖoČač
      ačd heİ Čedical pİactitiočeİ. Statistics
      fİoČ Cačada illustİate that ʆɽ% of 
      aboİtiočs aİe peİfoİČed Ŗithič ɾɿ Ŗeeks
      gestatioč ačd ʆʃ% Ŗithič ɿɽ Ŗeeks 
      gestatioč[ʀʃ]. It theİefoİe deČočstİates 
      that late teİČs aboİtiočs Ŗill čot ičcİease
      if the decisioč is left to the ŖoČač oİ giİl
      ačd heİ doctoİ.
 
 

VII.    RecoČČečdatiočs for LaŖ 
           ReforČ ič the 6 OECS 
           Coučtries  
        
 

A.  LaŖs should Čake abortioč aŕailable    
     Ŗithout legal restrictiočs oč the  
     reasoč for haŕičg the abortioč.

C.  The laŖ should refraič froČ settičg 
      gestatiočal tiČe liČits ačd should
      ičstead leaŕe this decisioč up to the 
      ŖoČač or girl ačd her healthcare
      proŕider.
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    The feİŕouİ of İeligious oppositioč to   
    İefoİČičg aboİtioč laŖs cač čeŕeİ be 
    učdeİestiČated. Theiİ cočceİčs about the
    life of the učboİč ačd the čeed foİ the state
    to act positiŕelŘ ič pİotectičg this ičteİest 
    Čust be takeč seİiouslŘ. As such, the Čoİe
    libeİal Cačadiač appİoach Čight čot get 
    suppoİt but eitheİ the Baİbados oİ GuŘača
    positioč Čight be faŕouİable. The positiočs
    ič both coučtİies tİŘ to balačce the
    ičteİests of İeligious adŕocates Ŗho ičsist 
    that the učboİč has İights Ŗith the ičteİest
    of ŖoČeč ačd giİls to haŕe the state   
    pİoŕide access to essečtial İepİoductiŕe 
    ačd health seİŕices. As such, as the
    pİegčačcŘ Čatuİes, the laŖ places gİeateİ 
    İestİictiočs oč the ciİcuČstačces ič Ŗhich
    a ŖoČač cač İeceiŕe ač aboİtioč. Foİ 
    eŗaČple, ič GuŘača, ač aboİtioč cač be 
    doče oč İeįuest up to ʅ Ŗeeks but betŖeeč
    ɾɿ ačd ɾʃ Ŗeeks theİe Čust be a
    justificatioč ačd beŘočd ɾʃ Ŗeeks ʀ Čedical
    pİactitiočeİs Čust authoİise the aboİtioč. 
    It Čight be aİgued that the gİeateİ 
    İestİictiočs oč lateİ teİČ pİegčačcies čot
    očlŘ pİotect the İights of the učboİč but 
    also the health of the ŖoČeč sičce late 
    teİČ aboİtiočs cač haŕe Čedical 
    cočseįuečces. HoŖeŕeİ, as the eŗaČple of 
    Cačada suggest Řou do čot čeed laŖs 
    Čakičg these stipulatiočs to eitheİ 
    ečcouİage eaİlieİ teİČ aboİtiočs oİ pİotect
    the ŖoČačʿs health. Nočetheless puttičg 
    these stipulatiočs ič laŖ Čight be čecessaİŘ 
    to appease the oppositioč to aboİtioč laŖs.
 
 

D.  While there is čo čeed to set absolute
      tiČe liČits oč abortiočs, it Čight be
      čecessarŘ for the ŖoČač to seek 
      Čedical authorisatioč for later terČ 
      abortiočs.

E.  There should be čo desigčated facilities 
      to perforČ abortiočs. Ičstead the laŖ 
      should stipulate that a ŖoČač or girl 
      should be able to access ač abortioč at 
      ačŘ priŕate or public facilitŘ ačd these 
      serŕices should be coŕered učder health
      ičsuračce.

 
       
       Oče of the cleaİ cočclusiočs fİoČ the 
       studies oč aboİtiočs ič the Caİibbeač is 
       that the social stigČa suİİoučdičg aboİtiočs 
       deteİs ŖoČeč ačd giİls fİoČ usičg 
       desigčated facilities[ʀʄ]. Ratheİ thač İelŘičg 
       oč authoİised facilities, the goŕeİčČečt 
       should issue aboİtioč diİectiŕes/guideličes, 
       Ŗhich all pİoŕideİs aİe eŗpected to coČplŘ
       Ŗith. It also eČeİged ič oče of the studies 
       that aboİtioč seİŕices, ičcludičg post-caİe 
       seİŕices, Ŗeİe čot coŕeİed bŘ health
       ičsuİačce. This Čeačt that doctoİs had to
       Čischaİacteİise ač aboİtioč as eitheİ 
       ʾstoČach paičʿ oİ a ʾČiscaİİiageʿ to facilitate
        ŖoČeč İeceiŕičg İeiČbuİseČečts fİoČ 
        theiİ ičsuİačce coČpačies[ʀʅ]. The lack of
        ičsuİačce coŕeİage ičcİeases the cost of 
        ač aboİtioč ačd is ač additiočal baİİieİ to
        access.
 
   F.  The laŖ should İecogčise that the decisioč
        to teİČičate a pİegčačcŘ should beločg to
        the ŖoČač ič cočsultatioč Ŗith heİ 
        healthcaİe pİoŕideİ.
 
 
 
 
 
       Reįuiİičg ŖoČeč to seek authoİisatioč 
       fİoČ tŖo oİ Čoİe Čedical doctoİs is a     
       sigčificačt baİİieİ to access foİ ŖoČeč ačd 
       giİls. Ič Cačada the decisioč to teİČičate is
       Čade betŖeeč the ŖoČač ačd heİ doctoİ 
      
 

  To giŕe practical effect to this
  recogčitioč, ŖoČeč ačd girls seekičg ač 
  abortioč should čot haŕe to get  
  perČissioč froČ Čore thač oče Čedical 
  practitiočer.
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         Ŗhile GuŘača adopted a Čiddle gİoučd 
         positioč ič Ŗhich tŖo oİ Čoİe doctoİs aİe
         čeeded foİ pİegčačcies oŕeİ ɾɿ Ŗeeks.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Oče of the Ŗeakčesses of the GuŘača ačd 
         Baİbados legislatioč is that theŘ fail to
         pİoŕide sufficiečt guideličes oč the duties 
         of healthcaİe pİoŕideİs Ŗho object to
         aboİtiočs oč İeligious oİ otheİ Čoİal 
         gİoučds. The legislatioč ič GuŘača foİ 
         eŗaČple Čakes čote of the İight of these
         peİsočs to İefuse to peİfoİČ, paİticipate
         oİ facilitate ač aboİtioč. The legalisatioč 
         Čakes it cleaİ that objectiočs caččot be 
         used Ŗheİe the aboİtioč is čecessaİŘ to
         saŕe the life of the Čotheİ oİ pİeŕečt 
         gİaŕe ičjuİŘ. HoŖeŕeİ, it does čot ičdicate
         Ŗhat theiİ otheİ coİİespočdičg duties aİe  
         ič İelatioč to guaİačteeičg a ŖoČačʿs oİ 
         giİlʿs İight to access ač aboİtioč. Foİ 
         eŗaČple, it Ŗould haŕe beeč useful ačd 
         keepičg Ŗith ičteİčatiočal stačdaİds foİ 
         the laŖ to İeįuiİe healthcaİe Ŗoİkeİs to 
         İefeİ the ŖoČač oİ giİl to ačotheİ 
         pİoŕideİ if theŘ aİe učŖilličg to pİoŕide
         the seİŕice.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    The cuİİečt cİiČičal laŖ fİaČeŖoİk is
    učsatisfactoİŘ foİ a couple of İeasočs. Fiİst,
    it is čot ečfoİced ačd theİefoİe ičeffectiŕe 
    as a deteİİečt tool. Eŕidečce shoŖs that 
    aboİtiočs aİe Ŗidespİead despite the legal 
    İestİictiočs. The cočtičuičg cİiČičalisatioč 
    ič face of the iČpučitŘ Ŗith Ŗhich the laŖ 
    is bİokeč diČičishes İespect foİ the 
    cİiČičal laŖ. Secočd, it foİces ŖoČeč, giİls
    ačd theiİ healthcaİe pİoŕideİs to opeİate
    as cİiČičals ič accessičg ačd pİoŕidičg 
    Ŗhat is deeČed ač essečtial İepİoductiŕe
    seİŕice. Thiİd, the cİiČičal laŖ İeičfoİces
    social stigČa oč aboİtiočs ačd is a
    hičdİačce ič tackličg this social 
    disappİobatioč. StigČa bŘ itself is a baİİieİ 
    to access ačd cİeatičg ičcİeČečtal 
    eŗceptiočs to the cİiČičal sačctiočs does 
    čot sečd a stİočg ečough Čessage to bİeak
    the social stigČa. Fouİth, the aboİtioč 
    laŖs aİe aİchaic ačd obsolete. The laŖs 
    Ŗeİe adopted fİoČ Bİitish coločial eİa ačd
    eŕeč Ŗheİe the laŖs haŕe beeč updated, 
    theŘ still Čaičtaič the lačguage fİoČ the
    coločial peİiod. Both GuŘača ačd Baİbados 
    haŕe sepaİate legal İegiČe, Ŗhich cočtaič
    pečalties foİ specific bİeaches of the laŖ.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Mičoİ giİls aİe Čost at İisk Ŗheč it coČes
     to haŕičg učsafe aboİtiočs ič legal İegiČes
     Ŗheİe aboİtioč seİŕices aİe highlŘ
     İestİictiŕe. AdditiočallŘ, ŖoČečʿs assuČed
     caİegiŕičg İole as Ŗell as a gİeateİ phŘsical
     buİdeč of pİegčačcŘ oč Řoučg giİlʿs bodŘ 
     Čeačs ač učplaččed pİegčačcŘ cač haŕe 
     seİious cočseįuečces foİ heİ abilitŘ to 
 
 

G.  While the laŖ cač ackčoŖledge the right  
      of healthcare proŕiders to refuse to 
      perforČ ač abortioč ʰcočsciečtious 
      objectiočsʱ, these healthcare proŕiders 
      should also haŕe a dutŘ to refer the 
      ŖoČač or girl to ačother proŕider Ŗho 
      Ŗill perforČ the serŕice.

  H.  Abortioč should be goŕerčed bŘ a 
        separate legal regiČe that is diŕorced 
        froČ the currečt criČičal laŖ.

I.  The laŖ should Čake eŗpress proŕisioč 
     for adolescečt girls to haŕe access to ač 
     abortioč.
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FIGURE ʁ       fičish school, attaič higheİ educatioč ačd
       gaič eČploŘČečt. Giŕeč the cočflictičg 
       opičiočs about adolescečt seŗualitŘ ič the
       Caİibbeač, the laŖ čeeds to Čake it 
       eŗplicitlŘ cleaİ foİ healthcaİe pİoŕideİs  
       that giİls should be alloŖed access to ač 
       aboİtioč. The Baİbados appİoach could be
       takeč Ŗheİe giİls učdeİ the age of cočsečt
       čeed peİČissioč fİoČ theiİ paİečt oİ
       guaİdiač but those aboŕe the age of 
       cočsečt should be able to access the 
       seİŕice Ŗithout the čeed foİ paİečtal 
       ičteİŕečtioč. HoŖeŕeİ, the appİoach takeč 
       ič GuŘača is the betteİ pİactice. It places 
       čo obligatioč oč the healthcaİe pİoŕideİ to 
       obtaič the cočsečt of a paİečt oİ guaİdiač
       to teİČičate the pİegčačcŘ foİ a child.
       Child beičg ačŘoče učdeİ the age of ɾʅ.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
        Reseaİch doče ič GuŘača ič ɿɽɾɿ[ʀʆ]
        shoŖed that afteİ ɾʄ Řeaİs of haŕičg passed
        a libeİal aboİtioč laŖ, ŖoČečʿs ačd giİlsʿ
        access to safe aboİtiočs Ŗas still 
        İestİicted. This Ŗas due laİgelŘ to lack of
        political Ŗill, Ŗhich led to goŕeİčČečtʿs 
        failuİe to pİoŕide the health sectoİ Ŗith 
        the čecessaİŘ İesouİces to iČpleČečt the 
        laŖ. A staİk İesult of the goŕeİčČečtʿs 
        failuİe Ŗas the death of ač ɾʅ-Řeaİ-old
        ŖoČač due to a botched aboİtioč doče ič 
        a doctoİʿs pİiŕate cličic[ʁɽ].
 
 
 
 
 

  J.  It should be Čačdated that health
      ičstitutiočs be giŕeč the čecessarŘ 
      resources to proŕide ačd Čočitor 
      abortiočs serŕices.
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FIGURE ʁVIII.   Cočclusioč
        
 
The cuİİečt legal İegiČe oč aboİtioč is ŖhollŘ
ičadeįuate ič safeguaİdičg the İights of all
ŖoČeč ačd giİls, ičcludičg lesbiačs
ačd biseŗuals, to haŕe access to safe ačd
affoİdable Čeačs of teİČičatičg ač
učŖačted pİegčačcŘ.
 
 
 
 
 
 
The laŖs bİeach these İights bŘ peİpetuatičg
seŗist ideologies İegaİdičg the abilitŘ of
ŖoČeč to cočtİol theiİ bodies, foİcičg ŖoČeč
ačd giİls to ečgage ič clačdestiče ačd učsafe
aboİtioč pİactices that pose a sigčificačt
thİeat to theiİ health ačd İeičfoİcičg the
disadŕačtages ačd discİiČičatioč ŖoČeč ačd
giİls ečcoučteİ as İesult of theiİ age, seŗual
oİiečtatioč ačd socio-ecočoČic positioč.
Libeİalisičg aboİtioč laŖs ič the OECS is
theİefoİe ač iČpeİatiŕe to achieŕičg gečdeİ
eįualitŘ ačd pİotectičg ŖoČeč’s ačd giİls’
İight to eįual citizečship, pİiŕacŘ, bodilŘ
autočoČŘ ačd health. To achieŕe this, the ʃ
OECS Čust ičcoİpoİate the folloŖičg ičto
theiİ legal İegiČes foİ aboİtioč: 
 
a.  Aboİtiočs should be Čade aŕailable to all
     ŖoČeč ačd giİls, ič all theiİ seŗual
     diŕeİsities, Ŗithout legal İestİictiočs oč the
     İeasočs foİ haŕičg the aboİtioč.
 
 
 

 The OECS’ coločial eİa aboİtioč laŖs ŕiolate
cuİİečt cočstitutiočal pİotectioč ačd
ičteİčatiočal İecogčitioč of ŖoČeč’s ačd
giİls’ İights to eįualitŘ, pİiŕacŘ ačd
İepİoductiŕe ačd seŗual health.

b.  The laŖ should İefİaič fİoČ settičg 
      gestatiočal tiČe liČits ačd should ičstead 
      leaŕe this decisioč up to the ŖoČač oİ  
      giİl ačd heİ healthcaİe pİoŕideİ.
c.   WoČeč ačd giİls should be able to
      teİČičate pİegčačcies beloŖ ɾɿ Ŗeeks 
      Ŗithout the čeed foİ peİČissioč fİoČ a
      Čedical doctoİ.
d.   Pİoŕisiočs cač be Čade foİ ŖoČeč ačd 
       giİls to seek Čedical authoİisatioč foİ 
       late teİČ pİegčačcies.
e.   The laŖ should stipulate that a ŖoČač oİ
       giİl should be able to access ač aboİtioč 
       at ačŘ pİiŕate oİ public facilitŘ ačd these
       seİŕices should be coŕeİed učdeİ health
       ičsuİačce.
f.   While the laŖ cač ackčoŖledge the İight 
       of healthcaİe pİoŕideİs to İefuse to 
       peİfoİČ ač aboİtioč ʰcočsciečtious 
       objectiočsʱ, these healthcaİe pİoŕideİs 
       should also haŕe a dutŘ to İefeİ the
       ŖoČač oİ giİl to ačotheİ pİoŕideİ Ŗho 
       Ŗill peİfoİČ the seİŕice.
g.   Aboİtioč should be goŕeİčed bŘ a 
      sepaİate legal İegiČe that is diŕoİced 
      fİoČ the cuİİečt cİiČičal laŖ.
h.   The laŖ should Čake eŗpİess pİoŕisioč
      foİ adolescečt giİls to haŕe access to ač
      aboİtioč, Ŗithout the čeed foİ cočsečt 
      fİoČ paİečt oİ guaİdiač.
i.    It should be Čačdated that health
      ičstitutiočs be giŕeč the čecessaİŘ 
      İesouİces to pİoŕide ačd Čočitoİ
      aboİtiočs seİŕices.
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