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 August Demonstrator 

Steve Pritchard  
Stene was born in a very small town in South 
Dakota in the late 40’s and grew up on my par-
ents’ farm there. In 1970, I received a BS from 
South Dakota State University and moved to 
Texas to enter the Air Force pilot training pro-
gram. After graduation, I became a T-38 pilot 
instructor and then an instructor at the instructor 
pilot training school in San Antonio, Texas. It 
was like flying a Ferrari! Since leaving the Air 
Force, I’ve held jobs in sales and teaching and 
in 1995 I moved to the Atlanta area to become 
the IT manager for the US District Court in At-
lanta from which I retired in 2007. 

I developed an interest in working with wood 
while working on the family farm. My father was 
one of those people that can look at a few ex-
amples, talk to a few people and then build it. I 
helped him build pole barns, cattle sheds and 
even a grain elevator. My grandparents gave 
my father a Shopsmith in the late 40’s and it 
was a primary factor in a lot of the buildings on 
our farm. 

One use, which I don’t think my father knew 
about at the time, was as a lathe. My brother 
and I managed to make pine 2×2’s into rough 
cylinders using one of my father’s wood chisels. 
It was great fun! Miraculously, we survived the 
experience and it stuck with me for over forty 
years. The Shopsmith has also survived. My 
brother still has it after fifty years! 

In the military, I was a frequent visitor to the 
base woodworking shop. I made “going away” 
plaques for the squadron and several “multiple 
award” plaques for 24 and 48 names. I some-
times wonder if they’re still hanging in the 
squadron at Randolph AFB. Probably not. 
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I spent a little time with the lathe in the 
Randolph shop making a few pretty bad 
pieces. In that shop, there as a gouge 
sticking in the sheetrock on the opposite 
side of the shop from where the lathe 
was positioned. It was apparently left 
there after having been wrenched from 
the hands of someone at the lathe, 
bounced off the wall in front of the lathe 
and traveled about twenty feet to stick 
into the wall about ten feet from the floor. 
True or not, it was a great object lesson 
regarding high speed and poor tool con-
trol. It could easily have been just anoth-
er story since there were plenty of pilots 
frequenting the shop and none of us 
were above creating such a scenario – 
on the other hand none of us were above 
lightly holding onto a tool and approach-
ing a very rapidly spinning piece of wood 
either! 
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In 2000 I purchased an inexpensive Crafts-

man lathe and a true addiction soon set in. 

I started out with my Craftsman in the 

basement of our home, but now have my 

shop in about half of our four car garage. 

I’ve graduated to a Powermatic 3520 too 

after wearing out the Craftsman. No more 

sawdust, lacquer odors etc.to contend with 

in the house! 

Over the years I have done my share of 

production turning for craft shows around 

the southeastern US. Eventually, I tired of 

production turning and began to make cre-

mation urns. As of 2020, 90+% of what I 

make are pet or human urns. The rest be-

ing artistic pieces for shows and exhibits. 

I am a two-time past president and current 

webmaster for the Georgia Association of 

Woodturners (GAW) and a member of the 

American Association of Woodturners 

(AAW) 



Page  3 

Cuts and Scrapes 

J U L Y  2 0 2 5  

Last month we had Anne Ogg as a demonstra-

tor. Most of her demonstration was making tin-

ny tools. She showed how she make collets 

out of wood and tools made from both metal 

and wood.  

Anne started with a very small set of jaws in 

her chuck to demonstrate tinny tools.  

These were some of her turning tools. Many 

she claims she never uses.  

She gave us some tip on making tools on the 

following pages. 
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 TSW Club Officers 

President, Doug Spohn 

The following sponsors give generously to Tri-State Woodturners and we want to encourage members to support them generously 

5824 Brainerd Rd., Chatt. TN 373411 + (423) 710-8001 

Ask about their discounts for AAW club members 

Doug Spohn 

djspohn@epbfi.com 

President (423) 240-4386 

Jerry Schnelzer 

Jerry.Schnelzer@gmail.com 

Vice President  (423)280-9757  

John Fortmiller  

Leowen@Epbfi.com 

Treasurer (423)280-5904               

Eric Schaffer 

eschaffer27@comcast.net 

Secretary/Newsltr 

Editor  

(706) 263-6083    

Doug Spohn  

djspohn@epbfi.com 

Program Director  (423) 240-4386              

Jeff Brockett  

woodwackerjeff@aol.com 

Webmaster  Beginning Balance—June  4067.81 

 Income  204.00 

  Raffle 104.00  

  Dues 100.00  

  Donation 0.00  

     

 Expenses  310.00 

  Donation 0.00  

  Insurance 0.00  

  Guest Turner 250.00  

  A/V Equipment 0.00  

  Gift Certificates 60.00  

 Ending Balance  3961.51 

164.00 A/V Special Contribution Fund  

TREASURE'S REPORT 

Next months meeting will 

be on Aug 16, 2025 

Next month’s challenge will 

be to turn a lidded box 

If you have any ideas for a monthly 

challenge, please contact Eric Schaffer  

eschaffer27@comcast.net 
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Each member that brings a “Challenge Piece” and signs it in at the meeting, for the month of 

the challenge, is entered into a drawing for a gift certificate. You may do what was demon-

strated the previous month as well. Doing the challenges provides you with experience in try-

ing something new and will give others ideas of what they can make. If you previously made 

Month                      Item Month Item 

January 
Gavel or Mallet July 3 Penguins — Father, Mother, 

February Toothpick Holder August Lidded box 

March Off center September 3 Snowman — Father,  

Mother, Child 

April Napkin ring October  

May Vase November Ornament 

June Mirror   

Jerry did a great job with his Penguin  

family.  They were created out of Walnut 

and Maple with a Poly finish 
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Jeff turned these 2 platters. 

1 out of Cherry and 1 out of 

Jim turned this hollow form out of  

Ambrosa and Maple 

Walnut. 
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