
 

 Have you made a hollow form vessel? 
That will be the focus of the demonstra-
tion at the Tri-State Woodturners meeting 
this month. The meeting will be held at 
the Horsin’ Around facility (8361A Dayton 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN) at 1:00 p.m. this 
Sat. Nov. 19. Our demonstrator, Keith 
Rueckert served as president of the Apple 
Ridge Woodturners for many years. He 
will be doing Hollow Forms 101. In-other-
words, this will be for beginners to help 
you get started doing some impressive 
work. He will explain how you can turn 
hollow forms without spending a fortune 
on hollowing tools. He will be showing 
how you can make tools to do the job if 
you are inclined to do so. 
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 Demonstrations for the new 

turner invariably include tricks and 

tips for those with years of experi-

ence. So you are encouraged to 

come Saturday and enjoy a great 

time together with other turners. 

    Dec. the TSW meeting will be Sat. Dec.  3 at 6 pm at 

the Privateer Yacht Club (4713 Privateer Rd, Hixson, 

TN 37343) Everyone is encouraged to attend with 

your spouse. It is a wonderful event every year 

and an excellent time for us to visit and get to 

know one another better. It’s also a time for you 

spouse to meet other members and be involved. 

 

 

     Along with working in wood I like to help 

others learn these skills. I have written many 

articles for American Woodturner, 

Woodturning Design, More Woodturning, 

Woodturning Fundamentals, and the English 

publication Woodturning. I have also taught 

classes at Arrowmont, John C Campbell Folk 

School and the Appalachian Center for 

Crafts. I travel around the country doing 

demo’s at wood turning clubs and have 

demonstrated at several regional and na-

tional woodturning symposiums. 

    The demonstration this Sat., Jan. 18, (1:00) 

at Tristate Woodturners will be about work-

ing with epoxy clay, texturing and coloring 

and an introduction to gold leaf. Sounds in-

teresting and John always does a remarkable 

demonstration, so I hope to see you there. 
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    Six years ago I retired as a photographer for 

Tenn. Tech University where I worked for 26 

years. I have been working in wood for about 

36 years as a hobby. I think I have always had 

a creative side from singing and playing guitar 

as well as photography and woodworking. It 

is all starting to come together to let me cre-

ate unique works of art. I have this constant 

awareness of things around me that give me 

ideas to work from. I think that stems from 

photography and learning to really “see” the 

simply things around us. That and the sense 

of humor I get from my Dad allow me to con-

stantly play with ideas.   

       After I moved to Cookeville and met the 

wonderful people at the Appalachian Center 

for craft I began to work more as a wood 

turner and carver. This led to many  explora-

tions of what is capable with a wood turning 

lathe. Most of my pieces today either start or 

end on the lathe but I try not to limit myself. 

If I have a design in mind I use whatever tool 

it takes to create the piece. Working with the 

Craft Center also allowed me to learn some 

metal working which has proven quite useful 

to augment my woodworking. 

       

John Lucas 

 Jan. Demonstrator 
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      Welcome to a new year.  I’m 

really honored and looking for-

ward to serving another year as 

your president.  I am so proud of 

our club and your support of our 

service projects.  We donated sev-

eral hundred pens to our troops, 

broke the one-hundred mark for 

number of beads of courage boxes 

made, and sold several Christmas 

ornaments to support the Chatta-

nooga Food Bank.  Thank you all 

for this support.  

 TSW Club Officers 

Jim  Dvorak                            President 

(423) 883-2212             dvorak6258@epbfi,com 

Josh Bowman               Vice President 
(423) 280-0954            jsbowman@bellsouth.net 

Charles Jennings                  Treasurer
(423)902-1482           cwjwoodturner@epbfi.com 

John Dekle     Secretary/Newsltr Editor 

(423) 508-8051  Turning411@Yahoo.com 

Doug Spohn    Program Director
(423) 240-4386                   djspohn@epbfi.com 

Ed Lewis           New Member Mentor 
(423) 344-7295           EdLewis3267@gmail.com 

The above officers are also official 

Tri-state Woodturner Mentors 

 

New Member Mentor:  Are you new to wood turning or at least have an interest in it? TSW club is 

providing opportunity for you to learn from an expert turner who has provided instruction and guidance to many in the club and 

others. Ed Lewis opens his workshop on Saturdays and would love to help you. Contact him at (423) 344-7295. There is no fee for 

this instruction from an excellent turner & teacher. 

The following sponsors give generously to Tri-State Woodturners and we want to encourage members to support them generously 

5824 Brainerd Rd., Chatt. TN 373411 + (423) 710-8001          www.woodturnerscatalog.com +(800)551-8876 
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     I also want to thank all of you 

that supported our efforts to pro-

mote our craft at the demonstra-

tions and sawdust sessions held 

during the past year.  We will con-

tinue with these same service pro-

jects again this year and I encour-

age all of you to participate.  I look 

forward to seeing all of you at our 

upcoming meeting. 
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   Ed Lewis has been turning for 44 years and has gra-

ciously offered to open his shop on Saturday mornings 

to help newbies. This is as good as it comes. Ed is not 

only skilled as a turner but an excellent teacher. Many 

TSW have gained valuable lessons from him over the 

years to where they are now very proficient. Call Ed at 

(423) 344-7295 or talk with him at the TSW meeting 

Sat. This is an official function of TSW. 
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Tri-state Woodturners Next Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Saturday January 18, 2020 



Starting Balance          3,358.42 

Income:      2,849.17 

    Member dues     495.00 

    Silent Auction   1,119.17     

    Ornament sales  1,235.00 

Expenses:               2,150.00 

    Demonstrator      150.00 

    Rent               210.00 

     Liability Insurance      555.00 

    Donation Food Bank   1,235.00 

Ending Balance:     4,057.59 

       I have a dust collector . . . Why is my shop so 
dusty? Does this sound familiar? This is the title of 
a good video done by Gwinnett Woodworkers. 
They provide a lot of really good information to 
consider. You can see this video at this web site:  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pF9XuVv4Ens&feature=em-subs_digest 

Don’t let the floor or your lungs become your only 
dust collector  - watch this video and pick-up some 
idea that will help you in dust collection. 
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   Novice  Turner  Confident Turner 

January Turned Bookends  Turned Bookends 

February Pen     Salt/Pepper Grinder 

March  Lidded Box    Lamp 

April  Paper Towel Holder Paper Towel Holder 

May  Toy/Top    Pencil 

June  Jewelry    Full size Bird House 

      Novice Turner  Confident Turner  

  July       Bottle Stopper   Egg Cup 

  August      Candle Holder  Whimsical figure/piece 

  September Toothpick Holder Urn 

  October     Ornament   Nut Cracker (soldier) 

  November Vase    Stool 

  December   *  * Silent Auction Item  *  * 

Would you like to become a better wood turner? 

# following indicates the number submitted          cards will be available for you to post as a reminder 

   You have heard the saying, “Practice makes per-

fect.” Actually, perfect practice makes perfect. But 

practice can help us achieve our goal of improving 

our turning skills. The purpose of the Club Challeng-

es  is to help us become better turners by challeng-

ing us to explore new avenues of turning.  

    You are encouraged not to let this simply be a club 

challenge but let it become a personal challenge to 

stretch yourself and thus become a better turner. Just 

doing the same old thing over and over may not help 

you become a better turner so this year try stepping-

up to the challenge and see what you can do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF9XuVv4Ens&feature=em-subs_digest
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    Is the floor your best dust collector? Breathing in dust particles can 

be very hazardous to our health. There are other contaminants we 

often encounter in turning as well that can be dangerous to our 

health. Do you only put on breathing protection if a certain type of 

wood being turned causes you to have an adverse reaction? There 

are many particles too small to be seen and don’t cause immediate 

reaction facing wood workers. While I do not have allergies or reac-

tions to many things I can tend to become complacent and lazy 

about taking proper precautions to avoid that which can be harmful 

so watching the Gwinnett Wodworkers video, listed in the “The 

Web” section, on page 4, was a good reminder of this 

safety issue.  You are encouraged to watch it. 
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huge amount of classes offered and taught by world 

class demonstrators. There will be a dramatic amount 

of vendors available with every imaginable tool and 

materials for wood turning.  

    The AAW Symposium’s Instant Gallery is the largest 

display of turned-wood objects under one roof! The 

open member show features more than 1,000 art 

works and crafts in wood by woodturners who attend-

ing the symposium. Woodturners of all skill levels will 

be represented.     

     Young people ages 10-18 are eligible to attend free 

and can learn how to turn in various hands-on ses-

sions designed specifically for them.  

    If you have never attended an AAW International 

Symposium you are encouraged to consider this op-

portunity which is just 300 miles away.        

    Seldom does the AAW’s International Symposium 

happen so close to us as it will this summer. You 

can learn all about the symposium on-line at:   

tiny.cc/Louisville2020 . It is not too early to start 

making plans to attend. AAW is looking for people 

to be videographers for various session. This is one 

way you could get your registration paid for.  

    There is a $25 discount offered to AAW chapters 

with 10 AAW members attending. A chapter repre-

sentative must express a commitment to AAW  by 

Feb. 1 that 10 members will attend and their pay-

ment will be due by April 1. Chapters that elect to 

participate will also receive one complimentary re-

served table at the Sat. evening dinner. 

    It is expensive to attend an AAW International  

symposium but there are a lot of benefits in the 

tiny.cc/Louisville2020
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BGOpmjV0-OBO7MoPrF9X8o82xsxvEGbXYRUoweVwNnT1-RyetHAd88OsTfPlQn50fAdpaaY6wbvfWeGXe33WWXusKrl1iprtec_ZC8wfGDubvGLjMuMZ3TlyXGaVhHKo_drrNts829VNap0JyjpIE2V_-JEfGjITiCFkhvG6qubjCv4Cx-kgRr7lWzF6oNuirgLbMBYDIy8=&c=5_nnU_95lglybWN-
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Do you appreciate what our troops do to pro-

vide for our freedom? Making some pens to 

give them would really be appreciated  by 

them knowing people are supportive.  Pen kits 

will be provided by Woodcraft.  It does not 

take a long time to make a pen but it would be 

appreciated for years to come.  Consider step-

ping-up this year and make a few pens. 

Kids with serious illness need these boxes to keep all their 

beads, which they get for various treatments. Jim has 

shared the ecstatic joy kids express when getting one of 

these boxes. You can be an encouragement to a kid who 

is going through traumatic health issues by making a box 

to store their beads. Couldn’t you make one this year? 

The beads and a card to insert will be available at TSW 

meetings along with guidelines for the size. Please consid-

er making a Beads of Courage Box this year. 

Food Bank provides affordable food for people 

in need and we can contribute significantly in 

helping them do this. In 2019 the ornaments 

made by TSW members were sold and provid-

ed $1,235 for the Chattanooga Food Bank. Or-

naments are so easy to make. In no time at all 

you could make a few for this project. Please 

make ornaments that have enough quality 

people would be willing to buy them.  
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