
 

 Have you made a hollow form vessel? 
That will be the focus of the demonstra-
tion at the Tri-State Woodturners meeting 
this month. The meeting will be held at 
the Horsin’ Around facility (8361A Dayton 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN) at 1:00 p.m. this 
Sat. Nov. 19. Our demonstrator, Keith 
Rueckert served as president of the Apple 
Ridge Woodturners for many years. He 
will be doing Hollow Forms 101. In-other-
words, this will be for beginners to help 
you get started doing some impressive 
work. He will explain how you can turn 
hollow forms without spending a fortune 
on hollowing tools. He will be showing 
how you can make tools to do the job if 
you are inclined to do so. 
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Oct meeting 

President Corner 

2 

Finances, Club Chal-

lenge, Videos 

3 
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TRI -STATE 

WOODTUR

NERS 

Cuts and Scrapes 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  N E W S L E T T E R  

P R E S I D E N T :  
Josh Bowman 
(423)280-0954 
jsbowman@bellsouth.net 
 

VP: 
Doug Spohn 
(423) 240-4386 
djspohn@epbfi.com 
 

SECRETARY: 
John Dekle 
(423) 508-8051 

Turning411@Yahoo.com 

TREASURER: 
Gene Stubsten 

(423) 629-6461 
estubsten@aol.com 

 

Tri-State Woodturners an 
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Meeting Location: 
8361A Dayton Pike 
Soddy Daisy TN 
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 Demonstrations for the new 

turner invariably include tricks and 

tips for those with years of experi-

ence. So you are encouraged to 

come Saturday and enjoy a great 

time together with other turners. 

    Dec. the TSW meeting will be Sat. Dec.  3 at 6 pm at 

the Privateer Yacht Club (4713 Privateer Rd, Hixson, 

TN 37343) Everyone is encouraged to attend with 

your spouse. It is a wonderful event every year 

and an excellent time for us to visit and get to 

know one another better. It’s also a time for you 

spouse to meet other members and be involved. 
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    Nationally known 

woodturner, Nick Cook lives 

in Marietta, Georgia, where 

he owns and operates his 

studio. He grew up around 

his father's woodworking 

equipment and became in-

terested in the art of 

woodturning in the mid-70s 

after several years in furni-

ture design and manufacture.  

    A founding member of the 

American Association of 

Woodturners, Nick served six 

years on the board of direc-

tors, including one as vice 

president.  

    In addition to creating one-

of-a-kind pieces and his sta-

ple gift items, Nick teaches 

and lectures on various 

woodturning topics, has 

written articles for several 

woodworking magazines, and 

produced two woodturning 

videos. 

The primary 

materials 

that he now 

uses are ma-

ple, cocobo-

lo, and tagua 

nuts. He employs a variety 

of woods, both domestic 

and exotic for his one-of-a-

kind pieces. Nick's work is 

marketed in gift shops and 

galleries from coast to 

coast and is included in nu-

merous corporate and pri-

vate collections. You can 

also find Nick selling his 

pieces at craft fairs in the 

Southeast. 

    Take a look at Nick's For-

mal Bio for details about 

galleries and exhibitions 

with his work, seminars 

and workshops he has pre-

sented, articles he has pub-

June Demonstrator 

Nick Cook 

lished, and more.  

     Turning is the 

most spontaneous 

method of making 

something of wood," 

says Nick Cook. "The 

lathe allows much 

more freedom in 

shaping wood than 

any other hand tool." 

    Sat. he will 
demonstrate the 
effective use of  the 
skew and turn some 
small functional pro-
jects. He will have 
available some DVDs 
at $25 each for sale. 



 

. 

   Making a square bowl with Drue was a very interesting demonstration.  

He glued two pieces together with a blank in between them. They were 

centered on the end and side then turned to a cylinder. Random grooves 

were made with a point tool. The cylinder was turned on it’s side and 

turned again with grooves on that side. The two pieces were separated and  

mounted in Cole Jaws. A hole was drilled in the bottom center for a screw 

chuck which enabled turning a bowl in the top. The project was finished 

with milk paint and a plug in the screw chuck hole. 
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    At a recent TSW Officer’s meeting, 

we discussed the fact that the craft of 

wood turning does not have the expo-

sure needed to draw new participa-

tion to the craft and decided that we 

as a club need to provide that expo-

sure.  As a result, John Dekle touched 

base with Woodcraft and two art and 

craft retail businesses.  All expressed 

an interest in our club demonstrating 

at their facilities with a special focus 

on our service projects in an attempt 

to draw interest to our craft.  We will 

continue pursuing these opportunities 

for presenting wood turning demon-

strations at these facilities.  Anyone 

interested in helping us support these 

demonstrations or if you have sugges-

tions on other potential venues, 

 TSW Club Officers 

Jim  Dvorak                   President(423) 

883-2212                       dvorak6258@epbfi,com 

Josh Bowman               Vice President 
(423) 280-0954            jsbowman@bellsouth.net 

Charles Jennings                  Treasurer
(423)902-1482           cwjwoodturner@epbfi.com 

John Dekle     Secretary/Newsltr Editor 

423) 508-8051  Turning411@Yahoo.com 

Doug Spohn    Program Director
(423) 240-4386                   djspohn@epbfi.com 

Ed Lewis           New Member Mentor 
(423) 344-7295           EdLewis3267@gmail.com 

The above officers are also official 

Tri-state Woodturner Mentors 

 

New Member Mentor:  Are you new to wood turning or at least have an interest in it? TSW club is 

providing opportunity for you to learn from an expert turner who has provided instruction and guidance to many in the club and 

others. Ed Lewis opens his workshop on Saturdays and would love to help you. Contact him at (423) 344-7295. There is no fee for 

this instruction from an excellent turner & teacher. 

The following sponsors give generously to Tri-State Woodturners and we want to encourage members to support them generously 

5824 Brainerd Rd., Chatt. TN 373411 + (423) 710-8001          www.woodturnerscatalog.com +(800)551-8876 
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please let me or one of the other 

officers know.   

    For those of you that support our 

service projects – Thank You!  The 

pens continue for the troops with 

several being turned in each month.  

I also have 18 Beads of Courage box-

es that will be delivered to Erlanger 

Children’s Hospital in the next week 

or so.  Additionally, I have noticed 

several Christmas ornaments being 

displayed at our meetings over the 

last couple of months.  Thanks! 

    Safety tip for the 

month:  ‘Always 

turn off your lathe 

prior to adjusting 

the tool rest’. 
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   Ed Lewis has been turning for 43 years and has gra-

ciously offered to open his shop on Saturday mornings 

to help newbies. This is as good as it comes. Ed is not 

only skilled as a turner but an excellent teacher. Many 

TSW have gained valuable lessons from him over the 

years to where they are now very proficient. Call Ed at 

(423) 344-7295 or talk with him at the TSW meeting 

Sat. This is an official function of TSW. 

C U T S  A N D  S C R A P E S  



Starting Balance       4,763.00 

Income:               70.00 

 Wood Raffle    70.00 

Expenses:             125.00 

 Demonstrator   125.00 

Ending Balance       4,708.00 

 

Thanks you Charles for your work on keep-
ing the finances in order for the club! 

    The subject this month relates to wood burning. First 
is an interesting twist to something many of us do.  

http://www.aswoodturns.com/2019/05/wire-wood-
burner/  

The second web site is a short dramatic story regarding 
wood burning  you may find very helpful in understand-
ing the dangers some wood burning can cause.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ps1laGBIWOo#action=share  
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January Weed Pot—7 submitted 

February Ring Box/Holder—9 submitted 

March  Segmented Pencil Cup—10 submitted 

   (at least 24 pieces) 

April  Desk Set—6 submitted 

May  Compote—5 submitted 

June  Door Stop  

 

    July        Made 100% with a Skew 

    August       Threaded Item 

    September   Toy (not top) 

    October      Mortar and Pestle 

    November      Triplet 

     (3 identical items) 

    December      Silent Auction Item 

 

               There is a place for you in Raleigh, NC, July 11-14, 2019. Learn more. 

 https://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=2019RaleighMain 

http://www.aswoodturns.com/2019/05/wire-wood-burner/
http://www.aswoodturns.com/2019/05/wire-wood-burner/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps1laGBIWOo#action=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps1laGBIWOo#action=share
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001360DuBt8uKnXi28_--nbNwM-ezQQvO1RUVwxdrxgA-hY0iuXLK3EPZwsx_qJC6sit3C0e3ihk7rWXj4Mo7cTPJ_Hrr_Xtxeb4Qp39RjCSrcEQ7Gxh76ASn8CMCnnoR_fQCE2vIb8wNOeKhAT2TT9BDhERrGWg7qiXnOLrVUr2oCDc0fMYstAaOBL1Vth5NpfVEw4uyPokJ0=&c=_lARUM8RHPiQJ-RGJSuWg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001360DuBt8uKnXi28_--nbNwM-ezQQvO1RUVwxdrxgA-hY0iuXLK3EPZwsx_qJC6sit3C0e3ihk7rWXj4Mo7cTPJ_Hrr_Xtxeb4Qp39RjCSrcEQ7Gxh76ASn8CMCnnoR_fQCE2vIb8wNOeKhAT2TT9BDhERrGWg7qiXnOLrVUr2oCDc0fMYstAaOBL1Vth5NpfVEw4uyPokJ0=&c=_lARUM8RHPiQJ-RG
https://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=2019RaleighMain
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Fractal Burning Has Killed and Could Kill You. 

As of January 2019, we know of ten deaths caused using fractal, or 
Lichtenberg, burning. We only know of those deaths that are reported by 
the media and show up in internet searches; it is highly likely there are 
more. 
 
The American Association of Woodturners has banned the use of this pro-
cess at all of its events and has banned articles about use of a fractal 
burner in all of its publications. 
 
The reported cases of fractal burning deaths range from hobbyist wood-
workers through experienced woodworkers to an electrician with many 
years experience working with electricity. It only takes one small mistake 
and you are dead; not injured, dead. Some of those who died were experienced at using the process and 
some were not. What is common to all of them: fractal burning killed them. 
 
High voltage electricity is an invisible killer; the user cannot see the danger.  It is easy to see the danger of a 
spinning saw blade. It is very obvious that coming into contact with a moving blade will cause an injury, but in 
almost all cases a spinning blade will not kill you. With fractal burning, one small mistake and you are dead. 
 
This is true whether you are using a homemade device or a manufactured one. 
 
There are many ways to express your creativity. Do not use fractal burning. If you have a fractal burner, throw 
it away. If you are looking into fractal burning, stop right now and move on to something else. This could save 
your life. 
 

—Rick Baker, Chair, AAW Safety Committee 

—Harvey Rogers, AAW Safety Committee 

AAW’s response 

As a response to these fatalities and incidents, and based on the recommendation of the chair of the AAW 

Safety Committee, the AAW Board of Directors adopted the following policy on May 17, 2017: It is the policy 

of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) that the process known as Fractal Burning is prohibited 

from being used in any AAW-sponsored events, including regional and national symposia, and that AAW-

chartered chapters are strongly urged to refrain from demonstrating or featuring the process in chapter 

events. Further, the process of Fractal Burning shall not be featured in any written or online AAW publica-

tion, except for within articles that warn against its use. AAW publications will not accept advertisements 

for any products or supplies directly related to the process. 

These are excerpts from an AAW article of which you can read the full article and additional information at: 

https://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=FractalBurning  
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          ↑ 

Chris 

Douglas 

 

Don      → 

Douglas 

    Charles ↑  Jennings 

 

 

←   Les Isbell 

 

  John Dekle  → 
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               ↑ Charles 

        ← Jennings 

 

 

 

 

← Les Isbell  → 

 

 

 

Chris  → 

Douglas 

Ornaments 

To be sold—

proceeds for 

Food Bank 

Pens for 

Troops &  

Beads of 

Courage 

Boxes 
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6 Beads of Courage Boxes 

and 10 pens created  by 

Don Moore as donations 

    These Beads of Courage boxes 

are a tremendous blessing to the 

children going through very diffi-

cult, traumatic procedures. It en-

courages them and they are ex-

tremely appreciative to receive 

such a beautiful gift. You can really 

help a child with a donation of a 

handcrafted box. There is a lot of 

latitude on making them. Beads 

with the name are provided by the 

club alone with a card for the 

child. Guidelines are available at 

the meeting if you need them—

see John Dekle. 

Kits to make the pens for the troops are availa-

ble at the TSW meetings as well as some sim-

ple instructions. You sign out the kits you 

want, make the pens and return them at a 

future meeting. These are given to Woodcraft 

and they send them to the troops. A great way 

to express our gratitude for their service. 

Ornaments will be displayed in Nov.  

at a bank for customers to pur-

chase with the proceeds going to 

the Chattanooga Food Bank. This is 

a way we can give back to our com-

munity in a very helpful way.  
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      Don Douglas  ↑   

 

                           ← Chris 

                              Douglas 

 

                            Charles  → 

                              Jennings 

 

   

 

←   Don  Moore  ↓  ↓ 

As you bring items in for the Instant 

Gallery it gives others ideas on what 

they might try and encourages 

members in their turning. 

Plus you’re entered for a drawing.  
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Challenge for July 2019—100% Skew 
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