
 

 Have you made a hollow form vessel? 
That will be the focus of the demonstra-
tion at the Tri-State Woodturners meeting 
this month. The meeting will be held at 
the Horsin’ Around facility (8361A Dayton 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN) at 1:00 p.m. this 
Sat. Nov. 19. Our demonstrator, Keith 
Rueckert served as president of the Apple 
Ridge Woodturners for many years. He 
will be doing Hollow Forms 101. In-other-
words, this will be for beginners to help 
you get started doing some impressive 
work. He will explain how you can turn 
hollow forms without spending a fortune 
on hollowing tools. He will be showing 
how you can make tools to do the job if 
you are inclined to do so. 
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 Demonstrations for the new 

turner invariably include tricks and 

tips for those with years of experi-

ence. So you are encouraged to 

come Saturday and enjoy a great 

time together with other turners. 

    Dec. the TSW meeting will be Sat. Dec.  3 at 6 pm at 

the Privateer Yacht Club (4713 Privateer Rd, Hixson, 

TN 37343) Everyone is encouraged to attend with 

your spouse. It is a wonderful event every year 

and an excellent time for us to visit and get to 

know one another better. It’s also a time for you 

spouse to meet other members and be involved. 
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John K Jordan, not to be confused 
with the other John Jordan 
woodturner, lives on a farm north 
of Knoxville with his Bride of 49 
years and a bunch of animals.   He 
built his shop down by the barn, 
which makes it easy to keep an eye 
on things.  A sawmill behind the 
barn is handy for both the farm and 
to feed the workshop.  The shop is 
equipped for woodturning, flat 
wood, welding, machining, elec-
tronics, equipment repair, incu-
bating peafowl eggs, and photog-
raphy.   In his spare time John helps 
out as a moderator on the Sawmill-
Creek woodworking and turning 
forum. 
 
John has been turning over 15 
years, starting out with the worse 
lathe in the world, a copy of the old 
Craftsman tube lathe.  He learned 
woodturning from books by Raffan 
and Darlow and one of the first 
things he learned was the value of 
a better lathe. His shop now has 
two lathes with three others in 
storage that can be brought in as 
needed for students.    
 
Teaching is one of his favorite 
things to do, whether woodturning, 
machining, training llamas, bee-
keeping, or running the back-

hoe.  When 
teaching 
woodturning 
to beginners, 
the first tool 
they learn is 
the skew chis-
el. 
 
John turns a wide variety of 
things, large and small, and un-
like the other John Jordan he 
prefers turning dry wood.  Chain 
saws, the sawmill, and the shop 
band saw keep the drying racks 
full of woodturning 
blanks.   Some of his favorite 
woods are Dogwood, Persim-
mon, Holly, Ebony, Cocobolo, 
and Olive.   The Thompson and 
Hunter tools are his favorites. 
The demo is about John's "Small 
Squarish Dished Platters".   The 
curved edges and the way they 
sit up off the table a little 
give a distinctive look. 
These can be any size but 
he usually makes them 8-9" 
in across from dry 2" thick 
stock.  Years ago John made 
the first one for his wife and 
they have been so popular 
he has made a bunch since 
for wedding and 
housewarming pre-

John K. Jordan 

 Mar. Demonstrator 

sents.  These are made to 
be used - great for cook-
ies, cheese, keys, wallets. 
 
John will show how to lay 
out the design, prepare 
the blank, methods for 
holding, and tips for 
"turning air" for the 
wings   He will demon-
strate techniques for 
smoothing that work so 
well only hand sanding is 
needed. 



 

. 

Tommy Hartline provided excellent simple 

directions on how to turn a femisphere 

which has no particular use other than to 

puzzle people on how it was made. 
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    As we all know, wood turning naturally 

has some personal safety risks associated 

with it. So, let’s talk a couple of safety 

tips. Perhaps the most important piece of 

personal protection equipment (PPE) for 

woodturners is a face shield. As Josh did 

last year, I will continue to stress the use 

of face shields anytime we are at the 

lathe. I appreciate the club watching out 

for each other when at `Horsin Around` to 

ensure face shields are used. But, are we 

as diligent when we are alone in our own 

shops?  If not, please rethink your priori-

ties about safety.  

The other safety tip for this month is not 

wearing loose clothing around rotating 

equipment which obviously includes the 
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lathe. A friend of mine recently re-

vealed to me that he was wearing a 

large t-shirt at the lathe when the wind-

age of the machine caused the loose 

material to be sucked into the rotating 

stock. Fortunately, the material of the t-

shirt had been washed and worn 

enough that it was ripped off his body 

preventing serious injury. Always think 

about what is being worn around ro-

tating equipment. There will be more 

safety tips next month.  

Finally, don’t forget about our various 

service projects. I encourage all of you 

to participate.  These projects include 

pens for troops, beads of courage box-

es, and Christmas ornaments to support 

the Chattanooga Area Food Bank.  
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   Ed Lewis has been turning for 43 years and has gra-

ciously offered to open his shop on Saturday mornings 

to help newbies. This is as good as it comes. Ed is not 

only skilled as a turner but an excellent teacher. Many 

TSW have gained valuable lessons from him over the 

years to where they are now very proficient. Call Ed at 

(423) 344-7295 or talk with him at the TSW meeting 

Sat. This is an official function of TSW. 



Starting Balance       5,295.94 

Income:             330.00 

 Raffle        90.00 

 Dues             240.00 

Expenses:             504.00 

Insurance     504.00 

Ending Balance       5,121.94 

 

 Woodcraft’s Turn for Troops National Turn-a-
Thon Tops 175,000 Pens to Military 

For the 15th year in a row, volunteer woodturners gathered at Woodcraft 
stores nationwide over Veterans Day weekend to make pens during the 
Turn for Troops National Turn-a-Thon. This year’s event produced 17,097 
one-of-a-kind wood pens which will be sent to active duty or recovering 
military personnel across the globe.  Since the first event in 2004, 175,224 
pens have been crafted for the troops. TSW have been a part of this effort 
by contributing nearly 1000 pens over the past 3-4 years. Read more at: 

https://www.prweb.com/releases/wood-crafts_15th_year_for_turn_for_troops 
_national_turn_a_thon_tops_175_000_pens_to_military/prweb16011939.htm 

 

               There is a place for you in Raleigh, NC, July 11-14, 2019. Learn more. 
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January Weed Pot—7 submitted 

February Ring Box/Holder—9 submitted 

March  Segmented Pencil Cup 

   (at least 24 pieces) 

April  Desk Set 

May  Compote 

June  Door Stop  

 

    July        Made 100% with a Skew 

    August       Threaded Item 

    September   Toy (not top) 

    October      Mortar and Pestle 

    November      Triplet 

     (3 identical items) 

    December      Silent Auction Item 

 https://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=2019RaleighMain 

https://www.prweb.com/releases/woodcrafts_15th_year_for_turn_for_troops_national_turn_a_thon_tops_175_000_pens_to_military/prweb16011939.htm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001360DuBt8uKnXi28_--nbNwM-ezQQvO1RUVwxdrxgA-hY0iuXLK3EPZwsx_qJC6sit3C0e3ihk7rWXj4Mo7cTPJ_Hrr_Xtxeb4Qp39RjCSrcEQ7Gxh76ASn8CMCnnoR_fQCE2vIb8wNOeKhAT2TT9BDhERrGWg7qiXnOLrVUr2oCDc0fMYstAaOBL1Vth5NpfVEw4uyPokJ0=&c=_lARUM8RHPiQJ-RGJSuWg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001360DuBt8uKnXi28_--nbNwM-ezQQvO1RUVwxdrxgA-hY0iuXLK3EPZwsx_qJC6sit3C0e3ihk7rWXj4Mo7cTPJ_Hrr_Xtxeb4Qp39RjCSrcEQ7Gxh76ASn8CMCnnoR_fQCE2vIb8wNOeKhAT2TT9BDhERrGWg7qiXnOLrVUr2oCDc0fMYstAaOBL1Vth5NpfVEw4uyPokJ0=&c=_lARUM8RHPiQJ-RG
https://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=2019RaleighMain


      Art Parry ↑  ↓ John Dekle 
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    Chris Douglas ↑ 

         Doug Spohn → 

     

   Don Douglas ↓ 

←  Charles Abercrombie 

   Les Isbell  ↓ 

Charles Jennings ↑ 

 

Jerry Bowman  → 
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4 Beads of Courage Boxes 

Top Left—by Charles Helton 

Top Right—by John Dekle 

← 2 to Left—Les Isbell 

20 Pens for Troops 

By John Dekle and Les Isbell 

Pen kits from Wood-

craft will be availa-

ble free for you to 

pick up at the TSW 

meeting Saturday. 

This is an excellent 

way to express your 

appreciation for the 

service our troops  

provide our country. 
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C U T S  A N D  

← Chris  

         Douglas 

 

Charles  

Jennings  ↓ 

  ↑ Charles 

      Helton  → 

Charles   ↑ 

Jennings   → 
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2 bowls top Left were 

made by Don Douglas 
   

2 Bud vases Left made 

by Les Isbell 

 

Natural Edge Bowl, 

large Vase and 8 Bud 

Vases by John Dekle 
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Locally our representative asked that the boxes not be too large or heavy because some of 

the children are not able to lift them. The lid needs to be loose enough to easily be removed 

by small children. Hopefully, these guidelines will be helpful and encourage TSW to make box-

es for us to donate to Erlanger for children in need. 
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Project— Desk Set 

Creating a Desk Set       by Dr. John Dekle 

    Mentally are you trying to figure out what a desk set should be? I did the same exploratory work and a 

little checking on the internet and decided it really was what I wanted to put in the set. As I thought through 

the project, I narrowed the items I wanted to use but after all the planning when it came time to place them 

all together I still eliminated one item. My final decision was to make another set with a different theme than 

the one I will show in these notes. Obviously, the first step is pretty important and you are encouraged to 

give it some careful thought. 

Step 1 

Plan what you want in the set and how it 

will be displayed. Items could be combined 

on one base or simply be separate items 

with some common theme, which would 

make it a set. The outcome of this step for 

this project was to include: Base, Clock, 

Paper Clip Caddy, Post-it-Note holder, Desk 

Pen, Segmented Pencil Cup, and Letter 

Opener. This Koa desk set will feature Koa wood throughout. 

Step 2 

Cut and finish the base to be used. The base for this project is 18” long and 4” wide. The front edge was fin-

ished with a router and a ¼” corner rounding bit. The base was sanded and 2 coats of Walnut oil applied be-

fore Beall buffing. The oil finish really brought out the grain in the wood. 

Step 3 

A segmented pencil cup was created (see notes in Feb. 2019 Cuts 

and Scrapes newsletter). This was turned with a slight barrel shape, 

sanded and finished with Walnut oil and Beall buffed. A ½” hole 

was drilled in the center of the bottom to help hold it in place. A 

screw was inserted in the base for the 

pencil  cup and the paper clip caddy. 
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Project— Desk Set 

Step 4 

The paper clip caddy was laid out on ¾” Koa. A 2½” circle was drawn then cut on a 

band saw. It could be turned round. While still flat on both sides six ⅜” holes were 

drilled and one ½” hole in the center. The ⅜” holes were spaced around the circle 

equally but fairly close to the center. These holes were all drilled with a drill press 

and measured so they would not go through the piece of wood. The top of the piece is rounded 

therefore, the six holes were not too close to the outside of the circle. The piece was attached to a 

checked piece of wood with sticky back tape. Gently the top was turned with beveled edges and 

sanded through the grits and finished with Walnut oil. In order for metal paper clips to stick to the 

caddy earth magnets were glued in the holes and the holes are as close to the face as possible 

without going through the wood. They were glued with the same pole facing the top using CA 

glue. I found it very easy for the magnets to jump onto a previously glued magnet and even had to 

file one down that glued itself to the center magnet. I found the best way for me was to mark the 

north pole on all magnets and then stick them to a small slotted screwdriver to place them in the 

hole with CA glue. In the proper location on the base a screw was place 

to which  the caddy will adhere. 

Step 5 

Two pieces of ¾” Koa were glued together to make the clock hold-

er. These were cut round (4½”)and then turned between centers 

making a tenon on the outer side. The piece was then chucked and 

using a Forstner bit a hole was drilled the depth of the clock to be 

inserted (¾”). The hole had to be enlarged to fit the 3”clock  which 

was accomplished with a skew, being sure the sides were square. 

A 1” hole was drilled in the center of the base for an ID token to be 

glued inside. While on the chuck the face and out side rim were 

turned, sanded and finished with Walnut oil. A 3” jam chuck was made to mount the piece 

and turn the back, sand and finish. Mounted on the jam chuck was a good time to cut the 

mortise for the pedestal. I found a stop block clamped to the tool rest help keep the drill 

from wandering. Next is to turn a short pedestal of Koa for the clock with a tenon on 

each end, one to fit in a hole of the clock piece and the other to fit into the base of the 

desk set. A ⅜” wrench was used to cut the right size tenon.  
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Step 6 

Using a Letter Opener kit the handle is a piece of Purple 

Heart laminated between two layers of Koa with a piece 

of brass between the wood layers. This was turned after the glue dried on a pen mandrel, sanded and finished 

with CA, Boiled Linseed Oil and Beall buffed. It was assembled according to the directions. 

Step 7 

The desk pen was turned from a Euro Style pen kit to match the letter opener. The kit is modified making the 

top portion of the pen longer, setting it apart from a regular pen (as you can see from the picture). A two part 

pen kit can be used to make a longer desk pen, with a longer brass tube for the top or a shorter tube glued in 

both ends of the top piece. Since this is a 

desk pen the clip was left off.  The pen 

was turned and assembled as normal. It 

was finished with CA, Boiled Linseed Oil, 

Beall buffed and then a coat of Renais-

sance wax was applied.  

Step 8 

A piece of Koa was chucked and turned for the pen holder with a ⅜” 

tenon on one end. The challenge to drill a tapered hole to hold the 

pen was accomplished by drilling a ¼” hole then I used a step bit. The 

holder was sanded and finished be-

fore cutting the tenon  all the way 

down to ⅜”. A ⅜” hole was drilled in 

the base for the clock and the pen 

holder on a drill press to be sure 

they were straight. Then the clock 

pedestal and pen holder were glued 

in place with wood glue. 

Step 9 

Small strips of Koa were cut, sanded and finished with Walnut oil then glued in place to hold 3”x3” Post-it-

Notes®. 

 

The idea for the paper clip caddy was modified from a picture in Wood Magazine, March 2013.  

C U T S  A N D  S C R A P E S  
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Demonstration Notes 

Turning Small Squarish Dished Platters                             

 John K Jordan— jordanjk@gmail.com  (Rev. 2.1 5/5/2018) 

 These are "small," perhaps about 7.5" to 10.5" across. They are 
"squarish," not quite square. I call them "dished platters" - not flat 
inside like a platter but not really a bowl.  
     

I make these to be used – for real candy instead of eye candy.  Also 
great for cookies, cheese, mail, wallets, keys or change.  They make 
excellent wedding and housewarming gifts, especially since they are 
not huge!  

       

These pages show how I make these but certainly not the only way!  
   

SOME DESIGN DECISIONS  
  

The base is thicker than usually done on a platter, but this will not be a problem since I only use dry wood.  The thicker 

base lifts the piece off the table, creates a shadow, and adds visual interest.   
  

Others make platters with square sides, sometimes with rounded corners.  From the top view the edges of this design 

are curved all the way across with no flats.  I think this looks better when viewed from a slight angle.    
  

A turned piece with a non-circular rim can be difficult to hold to turn away evidence of the holding method and to de-

tail the bottom.  I use a method that makes this easy.  
  

A vacuum chuck would work, as would a custom donut chuck.  The piece could be jammed tightly between something 

in the headstock and the tailstock and the center of the base turned, nibbling away at the center nub then paring and 

finishing by hand.  
  

My method: cut a recess in the bottom for an expansion chuck for turning the top. To 

greatly simplify things I choose to simply leave the recess in the bottom, disguising it a 

bit with some detail.    
  

The detail inside the base distracts the eye and adds interest. I shape the inside of the 

recess instead of leaving it flat.  A narrow flat ring inside the recess is perfect for sign-

ing the piece.  
  

I completely turn and smooth the bottom and may even apply finish before reversing to turn the top.  
 

THE WOOD  
  

I turn these only with dry wood.  Nearly any species will do.  I generally use wood 2" thick but have used wood as thin 

as 1.5".  Hardwood boards 2x8 to 2x12 are perfect.  

  

If the board is rough-sawn, it helps to plane it first so you can see the surface, grain orientation, figure, and any de-

fects.   
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Demonstration Notes 

THE BASIC STEPS  
  

 Prepare a template  

 Trace the outline onto a board and cut out the blank with a 
bandsaw or jigsaw.  

 Optionally sand the outer curve of the blank with a disk 
sander. 

 Prepare a way to hold the blank first by the TOP, such as a 
recess, tenon, screw chuck, faceplate, or glue block.  

 Mount the blank and make a recess in the bottom to use 
later.  

 Turn the entire bottom.  

 Smooth and sand the bottom, perhaps apply finish.  

 Reverse to hold by the bottom recess and turn the top.  

 Smooth and sand the top.  

 Shape and smooth the rim.  

 Apply finish.  
  
Since the piece has "wings" it requires special techniques for 
"turning air".  
  
Caution: turning air requires close attention to nearly invisible 
spinning wood.  Please see the "Important Safety Note" below in 
the section on turning the bottom.  

NEEDED TOOLS and USEFUL TOOLS  
  

Almost necessary:  
 Band saw or jigsaw  
 Scroll chuck  

 Parting tool  
 Bowl gouge or other cutting tool  
 Sandpaper  
 Bright light  
 

 

Optional but helpful:  
 Disk sander  

 Screw chuck  
 Forstner bit  
 Negative rake finishing scraper  
 1/4" round skew chisel  

 Hand held scrapers  
 Small ROS  
 Soft sanding block  

PREPARE A TEMPLATE  
  

I make these little platters with sides that are true arcs of a circle. I have used arcs from 1.2 to 1.5 times the diameter of the piece – 
a shorter radius makes a more curved edge.  
  

I use a square of poster board marked with a horizontal and vertical line and mark the width on each line.  A 9x9 square is a good 
starting size.  Draw the arcs with a large compass, trammel points, or a point and a pencil taped to a stick.    

 

Anchor the center of the square to a work surface with a push-
pin through the center.    
  

Mark the center point for the arcs on the work surface.  
  

Draw one arc with the compass.  Turn the template 90 degrees 
and draw the second arc.  Repeat for all four arcs.  Cut out the 
template.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

For a more durable template, trace the outline onto a sheet of 1/8" plexi-
glass.  Cut it out with the band saw and sand the edges smooth.   
  

The clear plastic lets you slide the template around and see the figure in the 
wood.  
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