
 

 Have you made a hollow form vessel? 
That will be the focus of the demonstra-
tion at the Tri-State Woodturners meeting 
this month. The meeting will be held at 
the Horsin’ Around facility (8361A Dayton 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN) at 1:00 p.m. this 
Sat. Nov. 19. Our demonstrator, Keith 
Rueckert served as president of the Apple 
Ridge Woodturners for many years. He 
will be doing Hollow Forms 101. In-other-
words, this will be for beginners to help 
you get started doing some impressive 
work. He will explain how you can turn 
hollow forms without spending a fortune 
on hollowing tools. He will be showing 
how you can make tools to do the job if 
you are inclined to do so. 
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 Demonstrations for the new 

turner invariably include tricks and 

tips for those with years of experi-

ence. So you are encouraged to 

come Saturday and enjoy a great 

time together with other turners. 

    Dec. the TSW meeting will be Sat. Dec.  3 at 6 pm at 

the Privateer Yacht Club (4713 Privateer Rd, Hixson, 

TN 37343) Everyone is encouraged to attend with 

your spouse. It is a wonderful event every year and 

an excellent time for us to visit and get to know one 

another better. It’s also a time for you spouse to 

meet other members and be involved. 
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Tri-State Woodturners  

An official AAW chapter 

WWW.TRISTATEWOODTURNERS.COM 

Meeting Info: 

Meeting location: 

8361A Dayton Pike 

Soddy Daisy, TN 

(Horsin’ Around) 

At 1:00 p.m. Sat. 

May 18, 2024 

 May Demonstrator 

Michael Anderson 

    
    Michael has been working with wood for many 
years, but started woodturning in late 2021. As 
soon as the power hit his lathe for the first time, 
Michael was hooked--since then, his table saw 
has primarily served as an extra workbench to 
hold his turning tools. Woodturning has afforded 
Michael a creative outlet and an opportunity to 
work with amazing materials from around the 
world. Michael primarily alternates between 
turning closed form bowls and sculptural pieces, 
and usually works with hardwood species 
sourced from the southeastern United States. 
When appropriate he showcases the natural 
characteristics of wood, but many of Michael's 
pieces are embellished after the turning is com-
plete. He finds satisfaction in visual and tactile 
surface treatments and is intrigued with the vari-
ety of techniques available to alter the appear-
ance of wood. Whatever the end goal, form is 
paramount, and Michael’s enjoyment of the pro-
cess is what keeps him motivated for the next 
project.  

    In his demo, Saturday May 18, Michael will 
teach you how to turn an egg sculpture so that a 
small egg is permanently affixed within a large 
egg’s hollow. The magic is that the small egg  
move around but never be removed. The demo 
will cover spindle turning techniques, precision 
turning, interrupted cuts, mounting with hot 
melt glue, as well as how to mount the egg sculp-
ture on a simple pedestal. 
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John Lucas showed how to 

use a router to create very 

interesting designs and 

flutes in turnings. He also 

shared how to make the 

jigs to hold the router for 

various creative  projects 

as shown here. 



 TSW Club Officers 

Doug Spohn                                President 

(423)240-4386             djspohn@epbfi.com 

Jerry Schnelzer                  Vice President 

(423)280-9757Jerry.Schnelzer@gmail.com 

John Fortmiller              Treasurer

(423)280-5904              Leowen@Epbfi.com 

John Dekle            Secretary/Newsltr Editor 

(423) 364-1268 Turning411@Yahoo.com 

Doug Spohn               Program Director 

(423) 240-4386             djspohn@epbfi.com 

Most above officers are  official 

Tri-state Woodturner Mentors 

 New Member Mentor:  Are you new to wood turning or at least have an interest in it? TSW provides an 

opportunity for you to learn from other turners who are willing to give you personal instruction and guidance. There is no fee for 

this instruction for TSW members. Contact one of the listed officers who will guide you to select a helpful mentor for you. 

The following sponsors give generously to Tri-State Woodturners and we want to encourage members to support them generously 

5824 Brainerd Rd., Chatt. TN 373411 + (423) 710-8001
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President, Doug Spohn 

Don’t forget the opportunity to give 

to others by turning one of the dona-

tion projects; Beads of Courage Box, 

Pens for the Troops or Ornaments. 

Ask about their discounts for AAW club members 



Beginning Balance April                           2,908.84 

Income                              95.00 

      Raffle         55.00 

 Dues              40.00 

Expenses                 372.00 

 Rent           72.00 

 Demonstrator        300.00 

Ending Balance February             2,631.64 

 

AV special contribution fund       300.00 
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    This months challenge is a “tippy Top”. These 

are easier to make than a kaleidoscope but chal-

lenging to get it to work. There are a lot of helpful 

videos on-line. Search “Tippy Tops” or “Tippe 

Top”. One of the videos that will give you some of 

the reason why it works, the magic of the top , as 

well as methods or principles needed for making 

them work is Wortheffort at:  Make a Tippe Top on 

the Lathe for Profit and Amusement - Art Market Projects 

(youtube.com) . There are many other good videos 

on making these magical toys. Sample dimen-

sions are given on page 14 of this newsletter. 
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Each member that brings a “Challenge Piece” and signs it in at the meeting, for the month of 

the challenge, is entered into a drawing for a gift certificate. You may do what was demon-

strated the previous month as well. Doing the challenges provides you with experience in try-

ing something new and will give others ideas of what they can make. If you previously made 

the challenge, try making another one with some kind of improvement. 

   If you have questions contact    

John Dekle at (423)364-1268 or 

email - Turning411@Yahoo.com 

Month                      Item 

January Something from scrap wood—8 

February Heart— 5 

March Mug—5 

April Kaleidoscope—6 

May Tippe Top 

June Useful homemade Jig 

July Wig/Hat Stand 

August Flashlight 

September Natural edge Goblet 

October Ghost 

November Ice Pick 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Tippy+top&&mid=53086156E9B33AEA712353086156E9B33AEA7123&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Tippy+top&&mid=53086156E9B33AEA712353086156E9B33AEA7123&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X89ST0vsX14&t=700s&ab_channel=wortheffort
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X89ST0vsX14&t=700s&ab_channel=wortheffort
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X89ST0vsX14&t=700s&ab_channel=wortheffort
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    Finishes are a matter of choice for most turners. Some are dog-

matic about what they prefer to use while others use a lot of 

different products. A safety concern is, will the used rags from 

applying finish be properly dis-

posed? They can cause a safety 

hazard if not discarded properly. 

The disposition of rags may not 

cause you harm but a fire that 

destroys you shop/studio and 

maybe your home would be dev-

astating for any or us. 

 

    Jeffrey Wheeler passed away peacefully on May 5th 
after a brief illness. He was a beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother and friend. He was born in South 
Orange, NJ on January 27, 1947. Jeff began his career 
as a high school Math teacher in Hopatcong, NJ and 
ended his career teaching for the Juvenile Justice sys-
tem of NJ as one of two certified math teachers for 
the state.  

    In 2014, he retired and moved to Hixson, TN. Jeff 
was an active member of the Tri-State Woodturners 
and served as the  club’s librarian. Jeff cheerfully got 
involved in the club and was always willing to help 
where needed. He did not let his poor eyesight hinder 
him from trying things. He will be missed by many. A 
tree was planted by TSW in his memory.   

The family will receive friends and loved ones at the 
Williamson and Sons Funeral Home, 8852 Dayton 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN  from 10:00 till 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 1, 2024. Services will follow at 11:00. 
Further info at: https://www.williamsonandsons.com/
tributes/Jeffrey-Wheeler 

https://www.williamsonandsons.com/tributes/Jeffrey-Wheeler
https://www.williamsonandsons.com/tributes/Jeffrey-Wheeler
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← Pens for the Troops turned by 

Charles Abercrombie 

John Dekle created the  

Kaleidoscope, Pizza 

Cutters, Ice Cream Pad-

dle, Ice Pick, Pens for 

the Troops and Mini 

Kaleidoscope  
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Dog Food Scoop and Mug in progress turned by 

Terry Pearson 

Charles Jennings made the Kaleidoscope, 

13 Pendant Necklaces, Pens, and  

Pens for the Troops 
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The Platter, Burned Bowl, 

Pumpkin, Kaleidoscope,   

and 3 lidded Boxes were  

all created by  

Jerry Schnelzer 
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Pot and Hollow Form above attributed to 

Tim Mehling 

             

Winged Bowl,  

← Vase and  

Ring Boxes ↓ 

Turned by   

Allen Quandee 

Ronald Plumley’s   

← Salt Cellar                

in progress 
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Gene Payne turned the top 4 bowls 

Michael  

Anderson 

Created the  

Egg in an egg, 

 miniatures & 

Lidded  

Calabash → 
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2 Kaleidoscopes made by Jerry Reed                     Pens for Troops by Johnny Renfro 

Eric Schaffer made these 2 bowls & Mushroom   ~  Kennith Schaffer turned the 

                    Acorn Box, & 2 Mushrooms 
 

Jennifer Kirby created the End Grain  

←  Bowl and Kaleidoscope pen    ↓ 
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The 3 Bowls, Platter, 2 Acrylic Pans and 

20 Pens for the Troops were all made by 

Les Isbell 
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Samples by John Lucas of his  

Demonstration using a router 
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← Suzanne Ruckman turned this Kaleidoscope kit and ↑ 

these Pens for the Troops 

      

The Bowl and Plate below were made by Beverly deYampert 

 

 

May 24, 2024 8:00 AM - 

 May 26, 2024 12:00 PM  

Sample Tippy Top Dimensions  
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