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Pens Basics and Beyond

Å June 1997 1st lathe
Å Start ςsegmented bowl
Å No instruction on use 

of tools ςgluing
Å OJT
Å Joined Honolulu club 08
Å Club Challenge

Å 2009. 



1 Safety

ÅAlways Face protection

ÅBeware ςdangerous clothing

ÅConsider environment

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƛǊŜŘκǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ

ÅEnjoy turning.



2 General Principles

ÅABCs

ïAnchor, Bevel, Cut

ÅBushings

ïGuide

ïCalipers

ïStorage.



2 General Principles

ÅCut

ïGently knock off edges

ïIf blank stops

ÅLess aggressive cuts

ÅTighten quill

ÅIncrease speed.



2 General Principles

ÅDrill center hole
ïMark 2 part - pen grain orientation
ïDrill (pen vise)
ÅDrill press ς90 degrees
ÅLathe (Pin/Pen Jaw)
ÅStart from center
ÅLong bit ςstart shorter 
ÅClear flutes frequently
ÅBacker piece/stop short.



2 General Principles

ÅEquipment needed:
ïLathe

ï7mm Mandrel

ï60Álive center or                  
mandrel saver

ïBarrel trimmer/squaring jig    

ïPen kits available

ïPen blank (examples).

+ 700  K its



2 General Principles

ÅEquipment needed
ïAdhesive CA, BLO, or Epoxy

ÅInsertion tool helpful.



2 General Principles

ÅSharp turning tool

ÅSafety gear

ÅSand paper (micro mesh)

ÅFinish

ïCA, BLO, Beall Buff, Renaissance wax

ÅPen Press 

ïvise, clamp, lathe, drill press.



3 Preparation to Turn

ÅSelection
ïPen style

ïPen blank

ïUnique feature

ÅCut blank to size
ïPay attention to grain orientation

ÅDrill hole for brass tube.



3 Preparation to Turn
ÅGlue tubes in

ïScuff if not pre-etched

ÅSquare the ends

ïSharpen if needed

ÅMount with correct bushings

ïConsistent orientation

ïUse 60Álive center/mandrel saver.



4 Turn and Sand

ÅBushings ςcalipers

ÅTurn then sand 

ï150 to change  

ï220 if turned well

ÅThe finer the slower

ÅSand with grain

ÅBe careful ςsand dark to light.



5 Apply the finish

ÅClean blank ςdenatured alcohol

ÅFold paper towel -İ & ӎ

ÅSlow lathe apply stripe CA

ÅImmediately apply stripe BLO

ÅKeep moving 

ÅGradually increase speed.



5 Apply the finish

ÅRub until dry 

ÅRepeat 8 more times

ÅRemove mandrel & blank ςBuff

ÅReturn to lathe

ïRenaissance wax

ïHaze

ïPolish



6 Assemble the Pen

ÅFollow the directions

ïSupplies, Prep, Turning, Assembly

ïSave directions 

ÅBe careful to keep                   
orientation correct

ÅAssemble by                                       
directions.



7 Presentation
ÅAdd value with good presentation

ÅInformation regarding pen

ïMaterial in blank

ïTurner

ïPen & filler style

ïFinish

ïContact info

ïMSRP.



8 Price to sell

ÅIf you want to give away ςdo so

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊŎǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ

ïLow price diminishes the value of your 
work

ÅDistributors suggest prices

ÅSet prices ςgive discounts.



9 General Tips

ÅBrass tube may be different sizes

ÅBe careful turning milled ends

ïIf bushing too close - add a spacer

ÅIf blank is not round turn it a little

ïMandrel bent/lathe not aligned

ÅSome kits ςŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊƛƳ ōǊŀǎǎ ǘǳōŜΦ



9 General Tips

ÅTip of filler too long

ïAssembled wrong

ïDisassembly kit

ïRemove plastic filler cap ςsand

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀƴŘ ōǳǎƘƛƴƎǎ 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ōǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǾƛƴƎǎ

ÅPress straight ςno angle.



10 Turn a Modified Slim Line



10 Turn a Modified Slim Line

ÅAdvantage

ïMore heft

ïSingle piece pen

ÅBlank 4ȧ - 4ıò

ÅGlue one tube only

ÅBottom tube floats free

ÅMill tip end proud of brass tube.



10 Turn a Modified Slim Line

ÅPress cap & clip in place

ÅRemove floating tube

ÅPress tip then transmission in tube

ÅAdd filler & insert in blank

ÅTransmission fits snug into brass tube

ÅExtend filler ςturn the tip.



Turn a Modified Slim Line

Notes were in the newsletter



11 Going Beyond

ÅGoing beyond basics ςunique

ÅQuality is in the details

ïSmooth transition 

ïClean between grits

ïFinish that looks & feels great, endures

ïQuality pen kits & refill

ïCase to hold the pen.



11 Going Beyond

ÅOrder special clips

ÅSpecial or                

significant              

remembrance.



11 Going Beyond

ÅPlace the clip for accent or cover 

ÅFill cracks with epoxy & color.



11 Going Beyond

ÅUse a burl or special wood

ÅDiamond wood can be dramatic.



11 Going Beyond

ÅSegmented



11 Going Beyond

ÅSegmented



11 Going Beyond

ÅVariety plating & quality (ςto + wear)

ïBlack Chrome, Satin, 24k gold, 10k gold, 
Chrome, Gun Metal, Rhodium/Platinum,  
Gold/Black Titanium

ïAntique Copper & Brass, Pewter



11 Going Beyond

ÅPen blanks

ïVarious woods

ïVariety of Acrylics

ïDimensional lumber

ïLeft over scraps from other projects.



11 Going Beyond

Å¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƴ 
making involving 

ïPolyClay

ïCasting acrylics & resin

ïLaser cut inserts

ïUsing carbon fiber for steampunk pens 

ïStabilizing or using pressure pots.



11 Going Beyond

ÅAcrylic pen blanks available

ÅEmbellish the blank.



11 Going Beyond

ÅUse other material like antler.



11 Going Beyond

ÅExperiment with paints & dyes.



11 Going Beyond

ÅHigher end pens



11 Going Beyond

ÅUnique items



11 Going Beyond

ÅPut a Sunday Suit on a PentelPencil



11 Going Beyond

ÅMake a desk Pen from a Bic stick pen



11 Going Beyond
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