Ridgeland Honors Academy
Facts and Relevant Information
As the Ridgeland Honors Academy strives to challenge ourselves and continually improve,
we know that parents and students need to be kept abreast of current information. This information sheet
attempts to do exactly that. Hopefully you will find it useful. In addition, we would encourage everyone to go
to the Honors Academy website throughout the school year.
For more information go to: http://www.ridgelandhonorsacademy.com
TWITTER @ RidgelandHonors
For questions or additional information, contact Dr. Ryan Bandy: ryanbandy@walkerschools.org
Instruction and Resources
Honors Academy teachers believe in blending traditional
and “hands-on” learning strategies. In science classes,
students engage in multiple labs and dissections. English
and social study classes incorporate many student-led
debates and seminars, while math classes use real life
applications such as calculating statistics in the NCAA
March Madness.

* Each of the Honors Academy courses has a Google
Classroom where teachers post assignments and
resources.
* Each Honors Academy teacher has office hours
before or after school, so students have access to
tutoring and consultation. However, students
MUST schedule their appointments with teachers.

STEM Classes in the Ridgeland Honors Academy

According to the United States Department of Education (http://www.ed.gov/stem)
“In a world that’s becoming increasingly complex […]it’s more important than ever for our youth to be equipped with the
knowledge and skills to solve tough problems, gather and evaluate evidence, and make sense of information. These are the types of skills
that students learn by studying science, technology, engineering, and math—subjects collectively known as STEM.
[Fewer than 71 percent] of high school students attend high schools where the full range of math and science courses are
offered (Algebra I, geometry, Algebra II, calculus, biology, chemistry, and physics).

The Ridgeland Honors Academy strives to offer the best education possible to our students, so we offer the most
rigorous STEM courses. Also, Advanced Placement classes are only offered in the Honors Academy.
Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment Courses
Printschool
/ Download Options
Advanced
Placement (AP) is a program which offers college-level curricula and examinations to high
®
students. Colleges and universities may grant placement and course credit to students who obtain high
This report shows five years of data at the school, state and global levels. On the first page, a graph illustrates the year-over-year change in the percentage of AP students with scores of 3 or higher, next to a table that provides the overall
scores on the examinations. We offer 4 dual enrollment mathematics classes that involve students being
total exams, total unique students and both the number and percentage of AP students with one or more scores of 3 or higher. On subsequent pages, the report provides subject-specific summary data by year: total exams, total exams by
enrolled
score and
mean score. in two separate, academically related institutions (RHS and GNTC). High school students take
college courses and get credits that transfer to some public colleges and universities in the University of
Data Updated Sep 11, 2018, Report Run Sep 21, 2018
Georgia system, provided they earn a “C” or higher in the dual enrollment course.
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SCHEDULES BY GRADE LEVEL:
9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Honors English I

Honors English
II

AP Language

AP Literature

So Studies

AP Human
Geography

AP World
History

AP U.S. History

Honors Econ. & AP
Government

Math

Accelerated
Algebra I

Accelerated
Geometry

Quant. Analysis
& Pre-Calculus

Pre-Calc. & College
Calculus or Stats

Honors
Physics

Honors Biology

Honors
Chemistry

AP Bio or AP Chem or
AP Env. Science

P. E. (Outside
the Academy)

Honors Spanish
I

Honors Spanish
II

AP Psych, APCS, AP
Env. Sci., or Sr. Proj.

English

Science
Extra
Elective

Additional Electives (Outside the Academy)

•

Field Trips:
o Each year, we plan a field trip that is both fun and culturally expansive for all members of the Honors Academy.
In past years, we have visited Washington D. C. and Nashville, Tennessee.
o Freshmen will also explore Sewanee and Chattanooga State campuses on a field trip in April.

•

Advanced Placement classes: Freshmen will take one college-level class: AP Human Geography. Since this is students’
first experience with courses of this rigor, the content is well organized, and student reading is supported with review,
in-depth discussion, and practice of the material. While the class is challenging for 9th-grade students, the Honors
Academy consistently has over 80% of freshmen to pass the exam each May.

•

ACT Preparation: Students practice ACT-type questions in math, science, and English classes all year.
Improvement on ACT scores for the past 10 years
Pre-Honors Academy

After establishment of the Honors Academy:

2008 graduates 23.0
2009 graduates 21.8

2012 graduates 22.4
2013 graduates 23.2
2014 graduates 23.3

2015 graduates 23.3
2016 graduates 24.0
2017 graduates 25.2

2018 graduates 25.4
2019 graduates 26.0

Frequently Asked Questions
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Will my GPA be lower if I am in the Honors Academy?
It is possible that your GPA will be lower than that of students outside the Honors Academy due to the rigor of the courses. However,
colleges typically would rather accept a student with a slightly lower GPA and numerous honors and AP courses than a student who has
taken much easier classes throughout high school. In addition, students receive an additional 3 points added to their average in Honors
courses and 6 points added to their average in AP courses due to the rigor of the curriculum.
Will I have time for a social life?
Many Honors Academy students maintain their academic schedules and work, while still participating in extra curricular activities such as
band, ROTC, and sports.
What if the work in the Honors Academy is too difficult for me?
Honors Academy teachers monitor students continuously to offer academic support and scaffolding of academics as needed. They offer
individual attention to ensure that every student is successful.
What if I am interested in a science, engineering, or mathematics degree?
Most universities that specialize in science, engineering, or mathematics recommend that a student take the most rigorous academic courses
offered by his/her high school.
What if I do well in English and Social Studies, but I struggle in science and math?
Because class sizes in the Honors Academy are limited, teachers get to know each student's strengths and weaknesses. Teachers meet weekly
to discuss ways to help struggling learners, regardless of the area of difficulty. In addition, teachers hold regular office hours and tutoring
sessions as needed. The motto of the Honors Academy teachers is "Push With Support".
What if my grades were not good in 7th grade, but improved in the 8th grade?
One poor grading period will not necessarily keep a student from gaining acceptance; however, a history of poor grades, even with excellent
Georgia Milestones scores, may limit a student’s chances of acceptance. Dedication to academics, such as homework completion, is a
prerequisite for Honors Academy students.
What if I am not sure what major I want to pursue in college, why should I take more challenging classes in high school?
The Honors Academy’s purpose is to provide a strong liberal arts education to its students. Because we do not specialize in any particular
subject our students gain a solid academic foundation in every content area, making them more appealing to colleges and universities. We
believe students often need the most academic challenge in the subject areas were they feel weakest. Perhaps the quotation from Yale
College explains it best…“Yale is committed to the idea of a liberal arts education through which students think and learn across disciplines,
literally liberating or freeing the mind to its fullest potential. The essence of such an education is not what you study but the result – gaining
the ability to think critically and independently and to write, reason, and communicate clearly – the foundation for all professions.”

