
DISCOVER OUR DESERT
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A FEW OF OUR NATIVE DESERT SPECIES

Illustration by Grace Johnson
Photo from Pexels.com



LET’S TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR  
OF THE SONORAN DESERT! 

Welcome! This collaborative project was created for you by many contributors. 
• Pima Community College students of Digital Arts and their instructor, Alison Boelts, 
• Professional photographers who donated their images for our use: Linda Lorenz, Saori 

Nakagawa & Stew Neibert, Daniel Glenn Clark Photography, and PEXELS.com 
contributors, 

• Project editor, Kay Rudnick, and, 
• Sanctuary Cove/All Creeds Brotherhood, publisher. 
Thank you to all of the contributions that helped make this resource available for creativity 
and learning. 
 
A message from our Editor, Kay Rudnick: 
The Sonoran desert we live in is home to countless species of plants, insects, animals, birds, 
and more. One of the new skills we learned as future graphic artists was to make coloring pages 
and information sheets based on photographs. For coloring pages we began by tracing portions 
of photos. For the information pages we had to learn about our species and then combine 
portions of photos with some interesting facts to share.  

With all this great information in one place, our instructor saw a great opportunity to share our 
work with the community. Children of all ages, from 3 to 103 are welcome to download this 
book and learn a few facts about some of our native species while having fun. 

The collection in this book is just a tiny portion of the life we coexist with in the Sonoran desert. 
Each info page also includes a QR code, like the one at the bottom of this page, where you can 
use the camera on your phone to scan it for a link to more information about that species. There 
is also a page at the end of this book with QR codes for all the coloring page species. 

We hope you enjoy coloring and learning a few things about some of the species found in the 
Sonoran desert. 
 

Try the QR code now! Open 
the camera on your phone and 
scan the QR code below. You 
should see a link pop up to the 
Sanctuary Cove website! 

Illustration by Josephine Colon-Rivera
based on photo by
Daniel Glenn Clark Photography
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Aloe vera -- Aloe barbadensis
Original illustration by Nicolette Gomez



American coot -- Fulica americana
Fact sheet by Shannon Yongbanthom
Photo by Linda Lorenz



American goldfinch -- Spinus tristis
Illustration by Johnny Maier
Photo from Pexels.com



Black-tailed jackrabbit -- Lepus californicus
Fact sheet by Sofia Wilmer
Photo from Pexels.com



Bobcat -- Lynx rufus
Illustration by Robinson Shields
Photo from Pexels.com



CACTUS WREN 
  Scienti�c Name:  Campylorhynchus Brunneicapillus
  Greek: Campylorhynchus (means curved beak) 
  Latin: Brunneicapillus (means Brown hair)

  DID YOU KNOW The Cactus Wren has a special title in the state of Arizona? 
  THE TITLE OF THE ARIZONA STATE BIRD!! The Cactus Wren has held this 
  title since 1931, that is nearly a hundred years ago. This Bird is the largest 
  North America Wren. The Cactus Wren calls home in the southwestern 
  United States and part of Mexico. 

The Cactus Wren is a happy songbird. They �nd 
a mate and will stay together for the rest of their 
life. Another fact about the Cactus Wren is it rare-
ly drinks standing water. They get water from the 
food they eat. Cactus wren like to build their nest 
in cactus to protect their babies from predators.

CACTUS WREN can be tough and will �ght off 
predators that attack its home and in its territory. 
They also do not like sharing their area with other 
birds and they will smash other bird nests in their 
territory. This bird is sadly having its homeland 
decrease to people move into its home locations in 
the south-western United States, but they are not 
currently endangered.

Cactus wren -- Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus
Fact sheet by Manny Frausto
Photos: Bird from Pexels.com, Cacti by ACB



Costa’s hummingbird -- Calypte costae
Illustration by Melissa Urreiztieta
Photo from Pexels.com



Desert cottontail -- Sylvilagus audobonii
Illustration by Victor Binning
Photo from Pexels.com



Gila Monster
Heloderma suspectum
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Gila monster -- Heloderma suspectum
Fact sheet by Bryan Frisby
Photo from Pexels.com



Gila woodpecker -- Melanerpes uropygialis
Fact sheet & cactus photo by Melissa Urreiztieta
Bird photo from Pexels.com



Globemallow -- Sphaeralcea
Illustration by Kay Rudnick
Photo by Kay Rudnick



Golden barrel cactus -- Echinocactus grusonii
Fact sheet by Robinson Shields
Photo from Pexels.com



Photo: Linda Lorenz

Green-winged teal -- Anas carolinensis 
Illustration by Tatyana Roche
Photo by Linda Lorenz



Sonoran 
Hedgehog 

Cactus

GenusEchinocerius

Hedgehog cactus -- Echinocereus
Illustration by Rebecca Naumchik
Photo by S Nakagawa & S Neibert



Desert Milkweed is one of over 30 species of milkweed native to Arizona. 
Its nectar is a main food source for many butterfl ies, bees, and other nectar-
loving critters, like the large Tarantula Hawk and the smaller Leafhopper 
Assassin Bug. Both can be seen on this milkweed fl ower.  

Desert Milkweed is a primary source of food as well as a mating ground for 
the Tarantula Hawk, a common spider wasp in the Southwest US. The male 
Tarantula Hawk is not predatory. If not feeding, he likes to sit atop high 
plants like this milkweed to attract females. After mating, the female uses 
her sting to paralyze prey before dragging it to a special nest, where she will 
lay her egg in her prey. The Tarantula spider is her most common victim, 
which is how this insect gets its name.

The Leafhopper Assassin 
Bug is native to North 
and Central America 
and can survive in most 
any habitat. The Desert 
Milkweed is a favorite 
hunting ground for 
this assassin bug, who 
will feed on nectar if 
necessary, but prefers 
to feed on all sorts of 
insects, including other 
predators. Tarantula 
Hawks like the one here 
are a favorite meal. 

These insects are each a different type of predator.

Desert milkweed -- Asclepias subulata
Tarantula hawk -- Pepsis
Leafhopper assassin bug -- Zelus renardii
Fact sheet and photos by Kay Rudnick



Javelina

Javelina -- Pecari tajacu
Illustration by Nicolette Gomez
Photo from Pexels.com



Zenaida macroura
The Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) is a member of the 

dove family, Columbidae. The bird is also known as the American 
Mourning Dove or the Rain Dove, and sometimes as the Turtle 
Dove. It is one of the most abundant and widespread of all North 
American birds. 

Mourning Dove

 
Its ability to sustain its population is due to its fast breeding; in 

warm areas, one pair may raise up to six broods of two young each 
in a single year. The wings make an unusual whistling sound upon 

to 55 mph.
 

 
Most Mourning Dove nests are in trees.  Sometimes 

they can be found in shrubs, vines, 
-

When there is no suitable elevated 
object, Mourning Doves will nest 
on the ground.

Mourning dove -- Zenaida macroura
Fact sheet by Grace Johnson
Photo from Pexels.com



Prickly pear cactus -- Opuntia
Fact sheet by Rebecca Naumchik
Photos: Flower by ACB, Cactus by R Naumchik



PHAINOPEPLA

Phainopepla
Phainopepla nitens
Photo by William Kellington--Pexels.com 

Phainopepla -- Phainopepla nitens
Illustration by Rebecca Naumchik
Photo by William Kellington -



Pyrrhuloxia -- Cardinalis sinuatis
Fact sheet by Tatyana Roche
Photo from Pexels.com



Pyrrhuloxia
Cardinalis sinuatus

Photo by: PEXELS

Pyrrhuloxia -- Cardinalis sinuatis
Illustration by Marcos Morales
Photo from Pexels.com



Diamondback Rattlesnake -- Crotalus atrox
Illustration by Karina Marcano
Photo from Pexels.com



Ring-necked Duck -- Aythya Collaris
Illustration by Ellea McGee
Photo by Linda Lorenz



Roadrunner -- Geococcyx californianus
Illustration by Karina Marcano
Photo from Pexels.com



Sharp-shinned hawk -- Accipiter striatus
Illustration by Johnny Maier
Photo from Pexels.com



TARANTULA

Tarantula
Theraphosidae
Photo from Pexels.com  

Tarantula -- Theraphosidae
Illustration by Jordy Carbajal
Photo from Pexels.com



Vermillion flycatcher -- Pyrocephalus obscurus
Illustration by Josephine Colon-Rivera
Photo by Daniel Glenn Clark Photography
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